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CHANGING TIMES, CHANGING SCHOOL

When Australia became a nation in 1901, there were
only four High Schools in NSW. These were Sydney
Boys and Sydney Girls both established in October
1883, followed by Maitand Boys and Maitland Girls
in 1884. The NSW Government introduced the Public
Instruction Act in 1880 and this made attendance at
schools compulsory for children of both sexes aged
between 6 and 14. At the same time, Secondary
education was introduced to prepare for University, but
this came with high fees and so the average family did
not pursue it. This was certainly the case in the Illawarra
region and as a general rule, if you lived south of
Wollongong you gravitated to the dairy industry, while
those in the northern suburbs, leaned towards a job in

the mines.

Wollongong Primary was the first government
school in the Illawarra district, opening in November
1851. District schools, which were mainly established in
country areas and contained both primary and secondary
departments, came into being in 1906. Wollongong
became a District school in 1910 and the next year,
qualifying exams, to select students best fitted for high
school studies, began. The first Intermediate Certificate
course, which was of two years duration, began in 1911
and 17 students from Wollongong District School
passed the first Intermediate exam held at the end of
1912, From the 17 Wollongong successes, five received
probationary scholarships to Teachers College and were
probably the first on the South Coast to do this. These

students were Kathleen Murphy, Lilian Brownlow, Anne
Robinson, Gordon Kripner and Richard Byrnes. There
were 14 Wollongong Students who were successful in
the 1913 Intermediate and 17 in 1914.

At first, the Leaving Certificate was a four-year
course, but a five-year course was phased in from 1918.
The first Leaving exam was held at the end of 1913.
No students from Wollongong District School were
successful in the first two sittings, bur in 1915, Lucy
Genevieve McDonald, who passed the Intermediate in
1913, became the first Wollongong student to pass the
Leaving Certificate when she obtained As in English
and Geography, along with Bs in Maths I and Modern
History. Lucy won a Teachers College Scholarship and
taught high school English in several country centres.
The next year, 1916, Wollongong District School had
nine successful Leaving Examination students. The best
of these was John Patrick Madden who scored Honours
in French and Modern History, plus three As and two
Bs. He came 11th in the State for History and 32nd in
French. John went on to gain a scholarship in medicine
to Sydney University and became a successful doctor.
Two other Wollongong students obrained honours,
both in French, in 1916. They were Marjorie Monaghan
and Florence Tuckey. They finished equal 12th in NSW.

Although there was no separate high school then, the

pupils and the community had no doubr they were high

school pupils. The local newspapers from 1912 to 1916,
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by the then NSW Minister of Education, Mr. R (Bob)
Heffron, MLA. Local members of Parliament, Mr. Rex
Connor (Federal) and Howard Fowles (State), were also
present, along with many other Wollongong dignitaries.
‘The 1956 Gleam reported that “accommodation at the
old school had become so poor and inadequate that
natural feelings of regret were replaced by feelings of
relief and wonderment.”

The 1956 Gleam went on to say that “ the new
school is a fine modern building consisting of fourteen
classrooms, two Science laboratories, two Science
Demonstration rooms, a Library, a Music Room and a
Hall for assemblies and gymnastic work. There is also a
Home Science unit of Kitchen and a Needlework Rooms,
a Technical Drawing Room and an Administrative Block.
The Entrance Hall is dignified and impressive. Acoustic
tiles are used throughout and the flooring of the first
floor and library is parquet. Colouring is predominantly
in pastel shades and the whole effect is most impressive.
On the eastern side is a large concrete assembly area. We
have had to wait a long time for the new school, as it

took seven years to build.”

The first group to pass through WHS was the
1917 intake, which sat for the Leaving in 1920. Ernie
Applegate, with Maths 1 Honours, four As and a B,
scored the best result of the eight students who passed.
In 1921, six were successful in the Leaving and eight in
1922. Ruth Davidson was best in 1921 with Honours
in Latin and History, four As and a B, while in 1922,
George Wood scored Honours in Maths 1 and Physics,
two As and a B. For the first few years the final year
was called fourth year, despite there being five separate
years. These were First, Second, Third and Fourth years,
with an additional year called Remove, between First
and Second years. The Remove class only existed for
the first few years and then the final year was formed
as fifth year. From 1917, A classes studied Latin while
the B classes took Art and Geography. The core subjects
were probably English, English History, Mathematics,
Science and French. One of the Remove classes did
Shorthand.

From its beginning WHS was selective. In the early
days this was because it was the only school in the area

and students competed against each other in a Qualifying

exam to be admitted. The last selective group was in
1978, which finished in 1983. The first comprehensive
intake was in 1979. In Term Four 1992, the school was

officially declared a Performing Arts High School, with
students travelling from as far away as Engadine in the

north and Berry in the south.

Latin was a major part of the curriculum for all
schools in 1917 and nothing much changed over the
next 30 years. In the 1950s, German was brought in as
a subject and Indonesian began a few years later. For a
few years in the 1960s, WHS was the only NSW Public
School to teach Russian. In 1985, Simon Tchaikovsky,
who came to Australia with his family from Poland
when he was 12, topped the State in Polish. Simon is

now a successful Sydney solicitor.

From the early days, the school has produced some
outstanding academic results. Ruth Davidson in 1921
came second in the state in Latin, while in 1929, Jack
Somerville became the first WHS student to top the
State results when he finished first in Maths I. Other first
placegetters in the State have included Ernie Whitelaw
(Geology 1931), Stan Wick (French 1932) and Marjory
Brown (Biology 1941), Emma Ciufo (Music 1 and
Drama 2003), and Catrina Ralph (Dance 2012). Brian
Cooper, in 1934 and 1935, is the only student to have
been school Dux, twice. Gillian Hynd, now a medical
doctor, won a Premiers Award for her outstanding
academic and all round school achievements in 1989.

When the school opened in December 1916, Mr.
Melville had chosen black and white as the school
colours, to distinguish it from the Wollongong Primary
colours of blue and gold. However East Maitland Boys
High had selected these colours some years before and
so when the first group of WHS pupils attended the
1918 Combined High Schools Athletics Carnival in
Sydney, they were asked to change. Black was retained
and most of the girl students wanted bottle green to
be the second colour, as they could see the fashion
positives with bottle green blazers with black and white
braiding around the edges. The manufacturer could
not guarantee the fastness of bottle green and emerald
green became the second colour. After the colours were
finalised it became clear that they represented the two
major industries in the Illawarra district at the time,
mining and dairy farming. The first school badge was in
the form of a white shield with a diagonal black band on
which was written WHS, while the Southern Cross was
superimposed. Under the badge was written “Age Quid
Agas”. The 1919 Leaving Certificate Art class designed
a new badge with the Wollongong Harbour lighthouse
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Opening the Jubilee Fountain

(athletics), Chris Hayne (basketball) and Annette
Yeomans (hockey) dominated their sports and were
much admired by their fellow pupils. The four houses-
Bass, Flinders, Keira and Kembla- were introduced in
1934 for intra school competitions in several sports.
In 1928, the boys played rugby union after league
was banned because it was a professional sport. At the
Sydney Cricket Ground on 31 July 1928, as a curtain
raiser to the NSW-AIl Blacks clash, the Wollongong
High First XV was beaten 20-5 by North Sydney. The
ban only lasted for two years before rugby league was

again allowed.

As Wollongong High School of the Performing
Arts since 1993, music, dance and drama play major
roles in the school curriculum. But the arts have been
on the scene for many years before the change. William
Constable, from Jamberoo, who was an original first
vear student in 1917, left to go and study pianoforte
at the Conservatorium High School. John Lindsay
Gordon, who obtained Honours in English, an A and
four Bs in the 1929 Leaving, won the Sir Hugh Denison
Music Scholarship, which gave him three years tuition in
pianoforte at the State Conservatorium. While doing his
Bachelor of Arts at Sydney University to become a High
School Music teacher, he was the Honorary Carillonist
at the University for three years. The Carillon is probably
the world’s biggest musical instrument and consists of
a series of mixed bells, which sound when struck by
clappers. Mrs. Nada Brissenden arrived as Music teacher
in 1951. She soon had the school choir performing at a
high level in local and Sydney Eisteddfods and in 1955

produced “ Trial by Jury.” The next year a production

of the play, “The Skin of our Teeth,” won first prize in
the 1956 School Drama Festival in Sydney. Under Mrs.
Brissenden’s tuition the choir was chosen to sing on ABC
radio in 1956. In her last year, 1962, she conducted
the combined choir, which finished third in the NSW
Choral Championships. Miss Buttenshaw conducted
the 1968 Madrigal group, which became the first WHS
singing group to win at the Sydney Eisteddfod. The

Madrigals came second in 1969.

Heather Pulsford produced many excellent shows,
beginning in the 1980s, including Fiddler on the Roof
(1981), The Sentimental Bloke (1983) and The Wizard
of Oz (1986). In 1983, sixth form student, Angela
Stender, toured Europe with the Australian Youth
Orchestra. After becoming a Performing Arts school,
high quality shows have become the norm, in 1993,
Naralie Bassingthwaite starred in Little Shop of Horrors.
Other shows have included The Pyjama game, Calamity
Jane, My Fair Lady, Hello Dolly, Singin’ in the Rain,
Thoroughly Modern Millie, Beauty and the Beast, Jesus
Christ Superstar, Grease, The King and I, Hairspray and

the Pirates of Penzance.

Another interesting activity of recent times is the
Mock Trial. Established by the NSW Law Society in
1981. WHS soon began taking part and in October
2008 was one of two Australian schools to fly to New
York for the Empire City Mock Trial competition.
There were 18 teams involved representing teams
from throughout the USA, South Korea, Ireland and
Australia. Principal, Mrs. Grant, at her own expense,
travelled with the WHS team, which finished 10th,
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HEADMASTERS AND PRINCIPALS

FRANK McMULLEN w1917-1918)

Born in Sydney in 1871, Frank graduated from
Sydney University with an MA (Master of Arts) at the
end of 1900. He also had completed courses in advanced
agriculture and experimental agricultural chemistry. His
graduating ceremony from Sydney University was on 31
May 1901 with the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall,
later to become King George V and Queen Mary, in
attendance. The Royal couple had come to Australia
as part of an eight months tour of the British Empire.
On 9 May in Melbourne, the Duke officially opened

Australia’s first Federal Parliament.

Frank was a top class cricketer in his late teens and
wwenties, playing first grade with Western Suburbs
and Glebe. On 11 January 1911 he represented NSW
leachers in their match with the visiting New Zealand
Teachers team. His first teaching appointment was as a
pupil teacher at Narrabri in October 1886, when he was
13 years and nine months, working with young primary
students. The system used in those times followed the
English system and saw academically minded students
with a desire to become teachers, joining school staffs,
while still studying, and helping the junior pupils in
a tutor-type role. They were like apprentices, usually
working with one teacher and were exploited, as far as
adequarte salaries were concerned. After Narrabri, Frank

then did a similar job at some Sydney suburban schools,

before teaching at Broken Hill, Sutton Forest, South
Parramatta and Linfield. In 1907, he was appointed as
Headmaster of Hurlstone Agricultural High at Glenfield
and 10 years later, was appointed as Wollongong High'’s
first Headmaster. For the first month or so, Frank lived
at Clarke’s Hotel, but then he and his wife Blanche,
moved to a house in Kembla Street. As was the custom
in those days, Frank played Illawarra competition cricket
with a high school team, comprising mostly of his
senior students, plus a couple of other teachers. Frank

was Headmaster at Wollongong for two years and then

A

; \
Frank Mc Mullen
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WAL HAMMOND BSc (1934-FEB 1937)

Wal arrived from Broken Hill High, where he had
been the Headmaster and took over at Wollongong High
at the beginning of 1934. Born in Maitland on 4 July
1880, Wal was an excellent tennis player as a young man
and continued as an umpire and administrator in this
sport for many years, He was President of the Wollongong
Tennis Association and in January 1936, was clected to
the NSW Lawn Tennis Association Council. He was
also on the Illawarra District Eisteddfod committee, was
a hard worker for St. Michael’s Church of England and
was keen on debating, acting as adjudicator for many
Akubra Cup contests in the mid 1930s. Along with his
wife Grace and their two sons, Frank and Harold, Wal
lived on Ocean Street. Frank became a teacher, teaching
for a time at Coniston, while Harold after working at
AIS Port Kembla for a few years, became a lecturer in
Engineering Technology at Sydney University in 1938.
Like her husband Grace also held a Bachelor of Science
from Sydney University and as a young woman, worked

as a teacher.

In late July 1936, Wal was admitted to Wollongong
Hospital with a serious illness. He took three months
leave of absence after leaving hospital and Mr. SK
Barker was the acting headmaster from late July until
the end of the 1936 school year. Wal resumed work as
headmaster at the beginning of 1937 but died suddenly
after four weeks or so, on 1 March. He was just 56 years
of age. As well as Wollongong and Broken Hill (1930-
33), Wal had taught at Grafton (1923 to July 1925) and
Bathurst High (July 1925 to December 1929). His first
appointment as a Master was in charge of Science at
Petersham Tech in 1913. He was a master at Grafton and
Deputy Head at Bathurst and Broken Hill. After Wal's
death, Mr. SK Barker again relieved as Headmaster,
doing this job from early March until late May, when
William Hatfield became the new Headmaster. Mr.
Barker moved to Bowral High as Headmaster, from the

beginning of 1938.

WILLIAM HATFIELD BA (TRIPLE HONOURS)
BSc ( MAY 1937- AUGUST 1946)

Born in Sydney on 26 August 1882, William began
working with the Education department as a pupil-teacher
at Hurstville in 1898. His wife, Ethel, joined the same
school in a similar position in 1899 and the couple moved
to Dubbo as teachers, after marrying in 1905. William’s
father was a prominent businessman in the Hurstville
area and was a prime worker in the establishment of St.
George Hospital in 1894, as a humble cottage hospital.
William gained a Teachers College Scholarship for 1903
and graduated as a Bachelor of Arts in 1910 at Sydney
University, with Honours in all subjects. He completed
a BScin 1919.

He taught at many
places throughour NSW
in his 48 year 35 day
career, teaching all classes
at primary and high school
levels, except for infants
classes. He worked at
Dubbo, Arncliffe, Kogarah,
Newcastle, Cleveland
Street Junior Tech and
Fort Street (1912 to 1926),

before becoming Depury

William Hatfield

Headmaster at Newcastle High and then Headmaster ar
Armidale, Murwillumbah and Lismore (1935) Highs. He
took over as Headmaster at Wollongong ar the beginning
of Term Two, 25 May 1937. He retired on 22 August
1946 after nine years as Wollongong High's Headmaster.
(From 22 August until the end of December 1946, Mr.
N. Furnass MA, was the acting Headmaster, moving to
Leeton High as Headmaster in 1947). On his retirement,
the Old Students Union presented William with a set of
bookends and two books, one of which was, “Goodbye
Mr. Chips.” William and Ethel, along with their three
sons and daughter, lived at 4 Corrimal Street Wollongong,
During his time on the South Coast, William was
involved with the Crippled Children’s Society, the St
Michael’'s Church Parish Council, the Masons, Rotary
and after World War Two, worked hard for the Food for
Britain appeal. A car lover, William and his wife spent
six weeks in the December/January school holidays of
1938/39, driving through the Riverina, Victoria and on
to Adelaide, returning through Broken Hill. He died
suddenly at his home on 16 February 1950, aged 67.
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THOMAS KING GARDINER BSc (1970-1974)

Tom was born in Sydney on 9 May 1914 and completed
his Bachelor of Science at Sydney University at the end of
1936. He married his wife Dulcie in 1936 and served with
the RAAF in World War Two (Service Number 252556).
He began teaching again in 1946 at Dubbo High (where
he edited the school magazine for two years) and spent
three years there before moving to Young High School for
the 1949 school year. Then followed Balgowlah High and
Corrimal High before he was appointed as the founding
Principal for the new Heathcote High School in 1960.
Heathcote began in early February 1960 at the Sutherland
Intermediate High School and didn’t move to their own
location until September in that first year. Described asa ©
work-a-holic “ by his staff at Heathcote, Tom remained as
Principal for the first 10 years of the school, until the end of
1969. For his first five years or so at Heathcote, he insisted
on working as a Maths team teacher with 1A and 1B, so
that he quickly got to know at least 60 of the new intake
cach year. Living at Austinmer, Tom asked for a move
closer to his home and so came to WHS as Principal in
1970. He remained in this position until the end of 1974,

when he rerired.

Ex Student Tom Thompson who did the HSC in 1970
and went on to become a well-known author, released a two
partaudio disc for the Australian Broadcasting Commission
(ABC) in 1986, called * Growing Up in the 60s. “ In this he
describes his time at WHS and says this of Tom Gardiner. ©
February 1970 saw the era of TK Gardiner begin, bringing
with it fun, tolerance and diversity on which we all thrived.
Students became part of the decision making process. *
Always well dressed, Tom often wore cravats, Soon after
retiring, Tom and his wife moved out west to his son’s farm
at Wallerawang, near Lithgow. He passed away on 15 June
2003 at Westmead Hospital in Sydney, aged 89.

REX COOK BA (1975- MAY 1984)

Born in Mudgee in September 1925, Rex attended
three high schools while growing up. These schools
were Griffith High, Cootamundra High and Yass High,
where he was School Caprain and Dux. After graduating
from Sydney University with a Bachelor of Arts he
did a Dip Ed at Sydney Teachers College and his first
teaching appointment was Granville High. After his
marriage to Jill in 1950, the couple moved north where

he taught Maths at Grafton High while completing

Rex Cook

some post-graduate study at Queensland University.
In 1960, he became Maths Master at Berkeley High
and then Deputy Principal at Smiths Hill in 1965 for
a year and then Deputy Principal at Keira Boys' High
in 1966. Back at Berkeley High as Principal in 1971, he
was appointed as Wollongong High Principal in 1975.
In 1970 he was awarded membership of the Australian
College of Education for his outstanding contributions
to education in NSW.

A representative player at rugby league, cricker,
tennis and athletics while a teenager, Rex continued
his love of sport throughout his life. In his later years,
he enjoyed squash, surfing, tennis and snow skiing. He
was elected as President of the Wollongong Lions club
on two occasions and held this position at his previous
Wollongong Heights Lions Club, while he was also Zone
Chairman. He was responsible for the formation of the
Leo Club at Wollongong High and also the Youth of the
Year Quest on the South Coast. While at Wollongong
High, Rex encouraged his students to participate in
music, drama and to perform with excellence in all
their academic pursuits. He also encouraged pupil
involvement in school and community affairs, as well
as readiness to help the less fortunate where possible
through the Leo club. After finishing ar Wollongong
High, Rex was transferred to Regional Office as a
Secondary Schools Advisor. Over the years Rex and his
wife, Jill, have travelled extensively, visiting, America,
Canada, Mexico, England, Europe, China, New
Zealand, Norfolk Island and Lord Howe Island.
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MARIAN GRANT BA Dip Ed MEd (1998-2009)

Marian was Deputy Principal at Bulli High from
August 1997, before becoming Principal of WHS at the
beginning of the 1998 school year until the end of 2009,
She has the distinction of being the first female Principal
in the school’s history. Her appointment resulted in a
major change to one of the Honour Boards in the school

lobby. Headmaster had to be changed to Principal.

Marian completed her BA and Dip Ed, with majors
in English and History, in 1977 from Macquarie
University. During her career, she has taught in western
NSW and the Riverina. After her 12 successful years
at WHS, Marian was appointed as a School Education
Director in 2010, based in Queanbeyan. She retired from
this position in 2016. Describing her time at WHSPA
as the highlight of her career in education, saying * the
opportunity to lead this fabulous school was an absolute

gift and honour.”

Marian Grant

D'dn’ﬂ T"IS:

DIANE TRIST B.Ed Dip Ed (2010-2015)

Growing up in Tamworth, Diane completed her HSC
at Oxley High, where she was awarded the Sir Roden
Cutler medal for best all-round student, in recognition of
her academic and sporting prowess. She then enrolled at the
then Wollongong Teachers College to become a physical
education and health teacher. Her first appointment was
to Lake Hlawarra High in 1977. In addition to teaching,
she also worked in consultancy roles and in 1996, was
appointed to Kanahooka High as a Head Teacher, followed
by the position of a Board of Studies Liaison Officer from
2000 to 2002. WHSPA was Diane’s next stop and she
became Deputy Principal in 2003. She became Principal
in 2010, finally retiring from the position in 2015. During
her time in the top job at WHSPA, the new performing
arts complex was completed, a new school uniform was
introduced and student numbers increased from 900 to

1050, with a sizeable waiting list.

PAUL RYAN B Mus Ed DSCM (2016-)

Paul was born and raised in Newcastle and has
taught in various areas throughour Australia, including
the Hunter, Central Coast, Sydney and the Northern
Territory. He gained his Bachelor of Music Education
in Newcastle, graduating in 1984. He also completed
a Diploma in Performance (Piano) and Composition.
Paul was first appointed to the Illawarra region in 2003
as Head Teacher Creative and Performing Arts at Albion
Park High School. He later held the positions of Head
Teacher Administration and Deputy Principal at the same
school. He was appointed as Principal at Wollongong
High School of the Performing Arts and commenced in

the position at the beginning of the 2016 school year.

Paul Rydn
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TEACHERS

Over the school’s one hundred year history, many teachers have made their mark. Some will be remembered and

others may have been forgotten. However I have no doubt they all did their best. The following group is but a small

sprinkling of the “Chalkies.”

CAMILLE DEUQUET

Born ar Monastier in Belgium around 1882,
Camille spent 14 years at the school from 1928 to
1941. He held a Bachelor of Commerce and came to
Wollongong from Fort Street Boys' High. When he
retired, he had completed 26 years as a teacher in NSW
schools and was Language Master at Wollongong for

11 years.

Respected throughout the world of Entomology,
Camille and his wife spent numerous hours searching
for insects in the Illawarra coastal ranges. In August
1938, at the annual meeting of the NSW Linnean
Society, he recorded a rare and brilliantly coloured
insect species. It was a new species of the Stigmodera
and he had only captured four in 10 years. He gave one
each to the British, Brussels and Macl.eay museums
and kept one for himself. While in the ranges near
Wongawilli on Saturday, 18 November 1929, he and
his wife found two valuable old shillings dated 1836
and 1874, plus a half sovereign dated 1846.

During his time at Wollongong, he often was invited
to speak on Insects, such as his address on “Beetles
of Australia,” to the Young Peoples’ Institute at Mt.
Drummond Church on 5 September 1928. Over a nine-
year period, he bred a new breed of fowl called “The Black
or White Bearded Aussie”. It was the first Australian
utility fowl, being an excellent layer and a good table
chicken. At the Sydney Fowl Show on 5 June 1931, he
won two first prizes in the All Other Varieties class. At
nearly 34 years of age on 29 January 1917, he enlisted in
the Australian Infantry Forces (Service Number 7235).
He sailed out of Australia on 10 February 1917 and after
some training in England, arrived on the Western Front
with the First Bactalion, in late August 1917. Standing
just 170 cms and weighing 55 kgs, he was a small man
and with his parents both dying in Belgium before he
left, he had to be given permission to join the AIF by the
Belgian Consul. Near Etaples on 10 November 1917,
he was wounded in action and spent two months in
an English hospital, recovering from the wound to his
thigh. Back in Australia, he was discharged on 20 August
1918. Married after the war to Leonie, the couple and

their family lived at 43 Church Street, Wollongong.
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Sydney for a couple of years. She returned to WHS in
1953 and on 13 June 1957, while still on the Language
staff, she passed away on her 56th birthday, after a short

illness. She had taught at WHS for more than 20 years.

EDWARD PARKER (EP) “TINY” DAVIS

One of Wollongong High's longest serving teachers,
Edward joined the staff in January 1925. He came
from Sydney after marrying his wife, Lucy, in Glebe
a few weeks before. Keen on property ownership for
investment purposes, he owned six or so houses in the
Wollongong area in the early 1950s. He lived just a few
houses from the old school on the hill, in View Street.

While he did not hold a University Degree, he did
have a Teaching Certificate and over the years taught
Maths and Science. A keen footballer and swimmer in
his younger days, he put a lot of time into coaching
many school teams in soccer and rugby league. His
daughter, Beryl, was Girls' captain in 1945, while his
son, Alan, was vice captain in 1949. Alan became the
school’s first Rhodes scholar in 1956 after graduaring in
Medicine and Surgery.

Edward’s final year of teaching was 1956, although
he had some health problems during this year and spent
some time in hospital. He passed away on 6 August
1957, aged 59, after 32 years teaching at Wollongong
High.

CYRIL ROBERT (CR) “BUCK” RANDALL

Bob was one of Wollongong High's longest serving
teachers. He began on 27 January 1931 and when he
retired ar the end of 1965, he had been ar the school
for 34 successive years. Holding a Bachelor of Arts from
Sydney University and a Dip Ed, Bob originally came
as a Latin teacher. In the mid thirties he moved on to
the Maths staff and 1960 until his retirement, was the
Maths Master.

A passionate cricketer, Bob, played in a couple of
Illawarra first grade Premiership winning teams with
the Wollongong Waratahs in the 1930s. At school,
he coached the first XI for many years and in most of
this time they were the dominant school team on the
South Coast, with players like Brian Taber (16 Tests for
Australia), Over the years he did many extra jobs around
the school, such as the Teacher in charge of Text Books

in the 1950s and the officer in charge of the Wollongong
Air Training Corps during World War Two. Bob lived
in Loftus Street Wollongong for most of his time in the
district. He passed away on 6 October 1991, aged 90.

JACK HUXLEY

Jack came from Sutherland Boys’ High School at the
beginning of the 1955 school year to replace Ernie Butler.
Born in Wollongong on 17 April 1923, he travelled over
many parts of NSW as a boy because of his father’s job
with the post office. He passed the Leaving Certificate
in 1940 at Canterbury Boys High, with three As and
four Bs. On 11 February 1942, while still just 18 years
of age, Jack enlisted in the Australian Army (Service
Number NX116145). At first he was with the stretcher-
bearer unit but soon after, was moved to the Vickers
Machine Gun section with the 2/25 Bartalion, arriving
in New Guinea in late 1942, During his time in New
Guinea and later Borneo, he was involved in many fierce
battles at close quarters with the Japanese Army and was
mentioned twice in dispatches for bravery. He rose to
the rank of corporal and was officially discharged on 20
August 1948. He graduated from Sydney University in
1951 with Honours in Economics.

Other than his wife and two children, football was
Jack's main passion and during his 12 years at Wollongong
High, his brilliant coaching made the school one of the
best Rugby League schools in Australia. In those days,
there were no sporting schools of excellence or football
scholarships and although Jack had some talented
players, it was his coaching that brought the many
successes. During his time, Wollongong High won four
NSW titles. These were two Openweight (1959 and
1960), plus two seven stone seven pounds (48 kgs).

He taught at Wollongong High in the Commerce
department and was the subject master from 1961 to
1966. In 1967, he was Deputy Principal at Bulli High
and then moved to Wollongong Teachers College in
1968 and on to the University of Wollongong when the
Teachers College and the University amalgamated. He
taught Social Science at the University and retired in
1978, aged 55. In his second year at Teachers College,
1969, Jack began coaching the first XV Rugby Union
team. In 1972, he guided them to their initial Illawarra
first grade ritle. His star player, five eighth Peter Rowles,
had to miss the 21-0 win over Vikings in the Grand
Final, as he was making his Test debut with the Wallabies
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Maitland Girls High School since graduating from
Sydney University with a Bachelor of Arts (majors in
History and French, with Maths and Philosophy to
second year level) in 1913. A very sports minded young
woman, she was 26 when she arrived in the Illawarra
district and was placed on the Maths staff. She was made
the school’s first sports mistress and organised the gitls'
tennis and hockey matches, often joining her students
in matches. At weekends she played competition tennis
with the Wollongong Church of England and was an
associate member of Wollongong Golf Club. In the
Christmas holidays of 1922 and 1923, she represented
the South Coast in Sydney at Country Week tennis
and on 4 May 1929, Mabel won the nine-hole stroke
competition at the Golf Club. She gained her St. Johns
Ambulance Medallion in November 1918, after a
three-month course of night classes at the Wollongong
Ambulance station. When reporting on the Diggers Ball
at the Wollongong Town Hall on 1 August 1923, the
Mercury newspaper wrote that she looked elegant in her

powder blue cashmere-de-soie.

A month or so after the 1930 school year had
commenced, she was transferred to Sydney Girls High
School after more than 13 years at Wollongong High.
For the next 20 years or so, she boarded with her parents
while teaching in Sydney, returning to her Wollongong
home at weekends. She retired on 11 September 1951.
Mabel never married and around 1960 moved back to
Sydney to live at Lane Cove. She died on 2 November
1983, aged 92.

NOEL NEAL

Noel came to the school from Lismore High at the
beginning of 1948. He held a Bachelor of Arts from
Sydney University and taught both English and History.
Born in 1909, Noel worked at Wollongong High for 21
years until he retired ac the end of 1968. After taking
sick leave in term I of 1967, he took over from Mrs. Dart
as the Librarian when he returned at the beginning of
Term I1, moving back to the English/History staff at the
beginning of 1968. A thorough gentleman, Noel was the
Boys' Career Advisor for many years and he was quick
to gain the trust of both parents and the representatives
of businesses in the Illawarra region. A lover of Rugby
League, Noel put in many hours coaching many of the
school’s junior teams over the years. He passed away on

11 May 1970, aged 61.

SALVATORE “TORY” MACINANTE

Born at Narrandera on 10 April 1915, Tory grew up in
the Hurstville area of Sydney. He attended Sydney Teachers
College and his first posting was o Moree Intermediate
High in 1936. It was here that he met his future wife, Mary
“Mollie” O’Brien, who was the assistant Town Clerk of
Moree. The couple married at Sutherland in the Autumn

school holidays, on 14 May 1938.

They moved to Wollongong in 1942 when he was
posted to the Junior Technical School in Gladstone
Avenue. In 1944, he began doing a couple of days a

Inside the Cirque De Soleil Balloon

Centenary - 100 Years of Wollongong High / 25

e







HAROLD ROY (HR) STEWART BSc

Known as Roy, he came to Wollongong in 1935 as
a Maths and Science teacher. After nine years, at the
end of 1943, he left the area, but returned in 1952 as
Science Master, a position he held for 11 years, until
retiring at the end of 1962. Roy taught at Wollongong
for 20 years and passed away in Wollongong on 23 July
1988, aged 86.

JANET CUNNINGHAM

Janet Cunningham has devoted thirty-nine years
to teaching at Wollongong High School. She has been
a passionate Drama teacher since the subject was first
introduced into the curriculum in NSW in 1992. Janet
provided her students with a vehicle for performance by
writing and directing pantomimes. The annual school
“Panto” became famous in the Illawarra and 5000
primary students each year enjoyed the pilgrimage to
the old school hall to be taken on a journey that involved
fabulous singing, dancing and acting and concluded
with a visit from Santa and a Christmas donarion to the
Salvation Army. Thousands of students benefited from
participating in the pantos — as actors, dancers and as
audiences, including Natalie Bassingthwaite, Shannon
Brown, Nikki Shiels, Daniel Potter, Robbie Curtis and
many more. The pantos helped to establish Wollongong
High School as a centre for performance work and
helped to cement the credentials for the school as a

performing arts high school in 1993, Janet Cunningham

also established a reputation as an excellent director of

musical theatre and won acknowledgement from the
ActewAGL CAT Awards — the Canberra Area Theatre
awards that recognised excellence in performing arts
and the contribution made by non-professional groups
and schools to the artistic life of Australia. Janet’s
musicals, along with other drama and dance work
from Wollongong Higil School of the Performing
Arts was regularly featured at the awards, recognising
the achievement and talent of students and dedicated

performing arts teachers.

ALEX “AP” LUNDIE MA

Alex was a member of the first staff of the school in
1917, after moving to the Illawarra area from Homebush
High. He and his wife lived at the Oxford Hotel for the
first couple of months until he purchased a property on
Cliff Road. A Latin teacher, one of his early students,
Ruth Davidson scored first class honours in Latin in the
1921 Leaving and came second in the Srare. She was
one of just six Wollongong High students who passed
the Leaving in 1921. Alex quickly became involved in
the local community and was the Honorary Secretary of
the Wollongong Bowling Club from 1918 ro 1922. He
was also on the committee of the Wollongong Poultry
club. He owned a couple of horses which he allowed
to graze in the Stuart Park area until June 1922, when
the Wollongong Council stopped this practice, Alex led
the campaign which saw the Council bend a lictle and
allow light horses to continue grazing. After six years, he
was transferred to Fort Street High, although he kept his

house and often came back at weekends to play bowls.
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WILLIAM WHITELAW FREAME BADIP ED

Bill Freame came to WHS art the beginning of 1962
as Language Master. He was born at Parramartta on 24
July 1920 and came from Griffich High to Wollongong,.
During World War Two, he served in the Australian
Navy (Service Number 5/6587). He retired at the end
of 1980 after 19 years at WHS. As a young man, Bill
played grade cricker and rugby union with the local
Parramatta clubs in the late 1930s before joining the
navy. He married a local girl, Thelma Meredith from
Westmead. After the War he was appointed to Griffith
High School and in 1949, he became a rugby league
referee in the Group 17 competition. While referecing a
match at Griffith on Sunday 17 June 1951, between the
RAAF from Wagga and the local Griffith team, he was

attacked from behind by a Grifhith player whom he just
sent off. After giving the player his marching orders, he
turned to award the RAAF a penalty, when the banished
player ran up from behind him and punched him in
the back of the head. Bill had to be assisted from the
field and replaced as the referee. The offending player
was banned for life from rugby league and was convicted

on a charge of assault by the courts.

At WHS, he was active as coach of the cricket
and soccer teams, while back in 1969 he was Prefects’
Master. He was also a well-respected Illawarra rugby
union referee in the local competition for close to 20

years. He also ran coaching courses for referees.

Fifth Form Ball 1959
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GERRI JENKINS

Mentor, teacher, committed Unionist, Gerri Jenkins
was proud to have danced with Gough Whitlam. She
was fully immersed in education and believed that
teachers could change the world. Girls" education was
a core value for her. She brought the school into a
profound relationship with South Korea and developed
a vital and valuable sister school exchange program.
Her expertise in History and Society and Culture were
legendary. She gave everyone with whom she came into
contact, students and teachers, the opportunity to excel.

She has been deeply missed since her retirement.

CATHY FILAN

Cathy was a smiling face who connected with
students in powerful and profound ways. A Geography
teacher and Year Advisor she could calm children with a

simple phrase “Sertle petal.”

VINCE COLUCCIO

Mathematics teacher, football fanatic and organiser
of table tennis comperitions Vince was a quiet achiever.
With a keen sense of humour he always made a difference
in the classroom. His explanations were detailed and

clear.

WINSTON WARNER

A man with a clear sense of the yarn, who made
anccdotes an essential part of every lesson, Winston
Warner was a valued member of the Mathematics
Faculty for many years. He was a bushie with a bushie’s

sensibility.

NADIA HAVERKAMP

Nadia Haverkamp began at WHS in 1978. She was
a valued and dedicated professional with a genuine love
of literature. She saw the school leave behind selectivity,
become comprehensive and then become performing
arts. SRC co-ordinator for many years she helped
develop student capacity for leadership. A person with
a big heart Mrs Haverkamp acted as a Year Advisor and

made a real connection with generations of students.

ROB KINLOCH

Came to WHS in 1986 as an English/History teacher,
A strong believer in Teachers’ Federation he acted as Fed
Rep for many years. Heavily involved in performing
arts activities Kinny was the king of the backstage. He
became Head Teacher History and then Head Teacher

HSIE and brought his energy and enthusiasm to a

new world. A very talented and committed teacher he
believed he was fortunate to work with so many ralented

colleagues. He retired in 2013.

RUTH ELLEVSEN

Ruth Stutchbury started at WHSPA in 1994 as
an English teacher. Energetic and passionate she soon
became an integral part of the school. She changed names
and roles becoming actively involved in the performing
arts, From pantomimes through to a string of musicals
she added verve to music and performance. As Head
teacher Music she brought new ideas, perspectives and

vision to the Faculty.

GEORGINA LEKKAS

Arriving at WHSPA in 1995 as an English/History
teacher. From the very beginning she was a Year Advisor
to the Class of 2001 and connected with her students
on a personal and educartional level. She chose a new
direction and joined the HSIE faculty becoming an

expert in Society and Culture.

In 2011 and 2012 two of her students were awarded
High Distinctions for their Personal Interest Projects. A
committed believer in public education led Georgie to
act as Federation Representative and Women’s Contact
Officer.
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PARENTS AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION (P AND C)

The P and C was first formed at a meeting at the
school on 29 March 1922. The President was Mr.
John Mars, the Secretary was the Reverend C. Oliver,
while Dr. Palmer. W. Waters and the Principal, John
Hedberg, were Vice Presidents. Two months later on
5 May, the South Coast Times reported that there
were 135 members. In those days it was called the
Wollongong and District High School Association and
the membership fee was two shillings and six pence a
year. Mr. Rudolph Krippner joined the committee in
1923 and was again a committee member in 1924. At
the Annual Meeting on 15 April 1925, he was elected
as a Vice President and then he became President on 19
March 1926. He served as President for almost 18 years
until he resigned at the Annual Meeting on 8 March
1944. He became a Vice President until he passed away
on 11 November 1944 aged 79. Born in Auckland New
Zealand, Krippner moved to Bathurst around 1890 and
came to Wollongong in 1898. He was an Alderman on
Wollongong Council for more than 30 years from 1903
and lived at 27 Bligh Street. Very well known throughout
the Illawarra district, he also worked for six years as
supervising secretary for the Leaving and Intermediate
Examinations. Other positions he held included the
Superintendent of the Rosemont Street Union Church

Sunday School and Trustee of the Methodist Church.

Mrs. H] Brown took over as President from Mr.
Krippner and held this position until 1950. Mr. Charles
Langlands was elected as President in 1950 and held this
position until the end of 1954.

Harry Peedom joined the P and C in 1955 and
became President in 1956. He continued in this position
for five years undl 1961. Born at Taree in 1912, Harry
came to Wollongong in early 1938 when he bought the
Law Practice of Mr. B. MacDermott. He had begun his

B

career in Law in the office of Taree solicitor, Mr. Lewis
Martin, who at the time was the local member for the
seat of Oxley in the NSW Parliament. Martin went on
to become the NSW Minister of Justice from 1932 to
1939. After working with Mr. Martin, Harry worked for
legal firms in Casino and Murwillumbah before coming
to Wollongong. He passed his final Law Examinations
in November 1936. As a young man, Harry was a guod
local cricketer, golfer, and tennis player, as well as being
an excellent beach sprinter with the Black Head Surf
Life Saving Club. He soon established himself as one of
[llawarra’s best legal men and became engaged to his future
wite, Ellie Rowsell in January 1939. In March 1944, one
of Harry’s brothers, Flight Sergeant Charles Peedom, was
killed when his plane was shot down in Spain during a
war time sortie. In a lengthy and successful legal career
on the South Coast, Harry was the honorary solicitor for
many local sporting bodies. His wife died in December
1976 and Harry passed away on 19 March 1982 aged 69,

while living in retirement at Keiraville.

Following Harry as President, came Mr. B.
Dickinson (1962-63), Mr. R. Hopkins (1964-65), Mr.
D. Harrigan (1966-67), Mr. ]. Currie (1968-69), Mr. R.
Dobinson (1970-71), H. Kidd (1972), Mr. C. Hingley
(1973), Bob Bultitude (1979-80), Noel Sykes (1991),
Bob Bell (1992), Steve Sanders (1993), Stuart Wright
(2010-13),

The Ladies Auxiliary was formed in the late 1940s
and the Presidents of this body have included Mrs. V.
Stuart (1954-55), Mrs. W. Bright (1956-60), Mrs. R.
Gole (1961-63), Mrs. J. Currie (1964), Mrs. B. Bartrop
(1965-66), Mrs. D. Carr (1967-68), Mrs. N. Lamerton
(1969-70), Mrs. ]. Kennedy (1971), Margaret Dobinson
(1972), Ann Hanson (1973), Jean Brodie (1979),

Norma Pesavento (1980).
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS

II] th' HTS( 10 ""L"Jrh or so UF th(' SChU()l [herl‘.' were
no official school captains, but the class representatives
of Class IV (fourth year), which was the highest class
in those days, carried out official chores and were
recognized as high-ranking students. The first edition
of the school magazine, * The Gleam,” in 1918, lists

the class IV representatives as Jean Robertson and Allan

Mclnnes. These two were certainly prominent and well
respected students of 1918 and Mclnnes particularly,
performed many duties on behalf of his fellow students.
In those days, often one student performed the majority
of duties and he or she, although not an official captain,

did that job.
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being officially discharged on 21 November 1946. She
married HS Hamilton-Williams on 21 December 1945
and was named in the 1971 Who's Who in Australia.

She passed away in Bowral on 29 August 1992, aged 87.
1922

GEORGE WOOD

Born on 10 March 1905, George came from Unanderra
Primary and spent five years at Wollongong High. 1922 was
probably the year that students went to fifth year, instead
of fourth year being the top class. He was the school Dux
in 1922 and ar the end of year Speech Day, he was given a
special P and C prize as the most efficient boy student in
the school. In the Leaving, he scored Honours in Maths
and Physics, two As and a B. He went on to complete an
Engineering degree at Sydney University. A good all round
sportsman, he was the 1922 senior athletic champion,
while he was also an excellent cricket and tennis player. He

died at Engadine on 13 February 1979, aged 73.

LESLIE BRIDLE

Leslie came from Wollongong Primary and like

George Wood, she was awarded a special P and C prize

as the most efficient girl student. She attended the school
for five years and shared public duties with George. In
the Leaving, she got Honours in History, an A in English
and three Bs. She then became a primary school teacher,

with her first school being Mittagong public.
1923

ROBERT TORBETT

Robert was the son of Kiama Presbyterian Minister,
George Torbert and he took the long train journcy to
WHS each day. Born on 9 July 1907, he began in first
year in March 1919. A good athlete, he came third in
the 1923 school one-mile championship. In the 1923
Leaving, he obtained two As and five Bs and then went
on to Blackfriars' College to become a teacher. His first
school was Kogarah followed by Cleveland Street, Cooks
Hill, Maitland and Hurlstone where he taught undl he
enlisted in the AIF in 1940 (Service Number N207058).
After the War, he taught at Narrabeen before moving to
the Correspondence School in March 1967, from where he
retired at the end of 1967. His father married him to Miss
Constance Hughes on 11 July 1936 in Sydney. Robert

passed away at Cremorne on 2 August 1977, aged 70.
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VIOLET DAY

Born on 10 October 1908, Violet came from
Coledale Primary and in her final year, finished a close
second to the Dux, John Fernie. On the day the Leaving
began, she suffered a nervous breakdown and so could
not sit for the exam. Overcoming this problem, she
sat for the exam two years later and did well enough
to begin an Arts degree at Sydney University. After
graduating, she began to teach Latin and her first school
was Forbes High (1930-33) followed by Goulburn High
in 1934. After 17 years at Goulburn, she moved back to
her old school and taught Latin At Wollongong High
for 12 years from 1951 to 1962. Violet never married
and died in Coledale on 24 December 1978, aged 70.

1926
MAGNUS GEORGE

An excellent tennis player, Magnus and his partner,
Ellis Bridge, reached the 1926 Doubles Final at the
CHS tennis championships at White City in Sydney
and were narrowly beaten. Born on 18 April 1907,
Magnus came from down south at Huskisson Primary,
where his father was a teacher. He was 19 when
he sat for the Leaving and won a Teachers College
Scholarship, becoming a primary school teacher.
He began teaching at Clovelly in 1929 and then
followed Darlinghurst, Bourke, Rozelle, Pennant Hills,
Woollahra, and Bondi (1962-69). He lived at North
Bondi from the time of his marriage to Iris Bennett in
December 1935 and died there on 6 September 1985,
aged 78.

JEAN HEDBERG

The older daughter of Headmaster, John Hedberg,
Jean was an excellent all-round student. She was a good
hockey player, involved herself in the schools drama
activities and was in the top six students of her year. After
gaining two As and four Bs in the Leaving, she won a
Teachers College Scholarship, worth 80 pounds a year
and began an Arts degree at Sydney University, graduating
with Honours. She also won a special Methodist Church
scholarship, topping the state in this exam. While at
University, she represented NSW at women'’s hockey. On
16 January 1937, aged 27, she married Dr. Allan Gillies
in Sydney. The couple moved north soon after their
marriage. Born on 23 October 1909, Jean passed away at
Mullumbimby on 16 November 1980, aged 71.

1927

FRANK MILLS

Born at Armidale on 20 June 1910, Frank went
on to become one of Australids most outstanding
surgeons and a pioneer in heart surgery. He also had
a distinguished war record, saving the lives of many
soldiers in the Japanese prison camps of Sandakan
and Kuching in Borneo with his surgery and brilliant
medical improvisations. As a captain with the 2/10AGH
in the 8th division, he was captured when Singapore fell
in February 1942 and spent three months in Changi
prison camp before being moved to Sandakan. Back
in Australia after the War, he worked as an assistant
surgeon at Royal Prince Alfred hospital. Winning a
Carnegie Grant in 1947, he studied in the USA and
England for two years. Back in Australia he performed
the first local mitral valvotomy in 1951 at Royal Prince
Alfred. In 1952 he saved the life of talented Sydney
actress Megan Edwards. In the first operation of its kind
in Australia, he removed one of Miss Edwards’ ribs and
then held her heart in one hand while he widened the
vital tricuspid valve with a small blade attached to the
tip of the forefinger on his other hand.

Frank came to Wollongong High in first year at the
beginning of 1923. He had won a scholarship from
Moruya where the family had moved when he was just
eight. He was captain of cricker in his last two years
and in the 1927 Leaving, obtained first-class Honours
in Maths I, Maths II and Physics, as well as four As.
He began medicine at Sydney University in 1928 and
graduated as a Bachelor of Medicine and a Bachelor of
Surgery in 1933. He topped the year in his final exams
and won two special prizes. His first position was as a
junior resident at Prince Alfred in 1934, while in 1937,
he was superintendent of Marrickville Hospital. Frank
passed on 6 April 2008, aged 97.

JESSIE McINNES

Born on 17 July 1910, Jessie came from Scarborough,
where she was an outstanding young pianist. In
December 1924, while in second year, she received
an Honours pass in Piano Advanced at the Sydney
College of Music exams. At the 1927 Speech Day, she
won awards as the Best Girl in School and as caprain
of basketball (netball). In the Leaving, Jessie obtained

three As plus four Bs and went on to become a teacher.
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second in Physics and went on to obtain five As and two

Bs in the Leaving. He became a teacher and was working
at Wollongong Primary when he enlisted in the AIF
(Service Number NX30606), in June 1940. He fought
in the Middle East and Greece from March 1941 to the
end of hostilities and was discharged on 14 September
1945. In January 1942, he was promoted to Sergeant.
After returning home, he resumed his teaching career
at Portland (1946-48), followed by Milton (1949-50)
and Ulladulla (1951-52). Promoted to Headmaster of
Bemboka in 1953, he remained art this school until the
end of 1958. He finished his teaching career at the end
of 1975 after being Headmaster at Goulburn (1959-64),
Riverstone (1965-67) and Denistone (1968-75). While
at Goulburn he did some part-time teaching at Goulburn
Gaol. Leslie passed away on 16 November 2005, aged 91.

MEGAN JONES

She grew up in Virginia Street, North Wollongong and
attended Wollongong Primary School. In the Leaving, she
managed three As and two Bs. A good singer, Megan often
sang at Methodist church functions. In March 1934 she
married the church organist, Alwyn Jones. An Illawarra
hockey representative, she became the secretary of the
Illawarra Hockey Association in early 1934.

1931
ERNEST WHITELAW

Ernie was born on 9 October 1914 at Redfern and
came to Wollongong with his family in 1917. He did the
Leaving twice, scoring first-class Honours in Geology,
plus two As and four Bs in 1930, while in 1931, he
topped NSW in Geology, obtained first-class Honours
in Geology and Chemistry, second-class Honours
in Physics, two As and a B. Growing up in Bourke
street, North Wollongong, Ernie attended Wollongong
Primary. After completing a Teaching course at Sydney
Teachers College, he taught Science around various
parts of NSW, including Dalgetty and Moruya. In
1942, he enlisted in the Australian Army and became
an AIF Lieutenant (Service Number NX87075) in the
Signal Corps, fighting in Moratai Island and Durch
Borneo, during his service. After the war he married and
became a Science teacher in the Wollongong area, before
becoming Head of General Studies for the Wollongong
Technical College in the early 1960s, retiring in 1971
as Head Teacher. He passed away on 27 October 1999,
while living at Mrt. Keira.

KATHLEEN HEDBERG

Born in 1914, Kathleen was the third child and the
second daughter of Headmaster, John Hedberg and
his wife Ella. She came to WHS in 1927 as a first year
girl from Wollongong Primary. An excellent all round
student, she won the junior school athletic championship
in 1929, was a prominent member of the school hockey
team and played the piano in the school orchestra, as
well as doing well at the Wollongong eisteddfod. In
first year she came first in algebra. In the 1931 Leaving,
she obtained two As and five Bs but she wanted to do
medicine like her older brother Eric and this pass wasn't
good enough so she repeated fifth year.

1932

STANLEY WICK

Stan attended Corrimal Primary and finished top of his
class in his last primary school year. A good athlete and
a brilliant scholar, Stan finished first in NSW at French
in the 1932 Leaving. He also got second-class Honours in
Latin and five As. After graduating from Sydney University
at the end of 1935 with a Bachelor of Arts with first class
Honours, he completed a Diploma of Education at Sydney
Teachers College. He began his language-teaching career in
1937 at Sydney Boys High and then followed Dubbo High
in 1939. He enlisted (Service Number NX19826) in the
AIF during the May 1940 school holidays. Stan was born
in Durham in England on 2 February 1915 and migrated
to Australia in 1920 with his family as a small boy. He
cartied a bullet in his thigh for life after being wounded in
World War Two. After being shot, he was captured by the
Germans in Crete around April 1941 and spent four years
as a prisoner of war, mostly at Stalag VIIIB, at Lamsdorf
near the Polish border. During his four years as a German
prisoner, he was bayoneted in his ribs, in late November
1941 for resisting the attempt of a German soldier ro take
one of his two blankets in the harsh winter conditions. The
prisoners were moved from Crete by ship to Salonika in
northern Greece and they had to endure an horrific 10 day
journey as part of around 60 men crammed in the back of
cattle trucks. In 1977, he wrote a book titled “ Purple and
Green”, which is the History of the 2/2 Australian Infanury
Battalion from 1939 to 1945. In this book, from page 173,
there is an interesting account of Stan’s personal experiences
in the final days of the war. When the Russians were
closing in around January 1945, the prisoners were moved
from near the Polish border to Stalag VIID, just south
west of Munich. With the Americans coming, Stan and

many others just walked out of their camp in April 1945.
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LOLA DUNSTER

Just as Kathleen Hedberg did in 1931 and 1932, Lola
captained the school for two successive years, but Lola was
caprain for the first time while in fourth year and is the
only person in the 100-year history of the school to do this.
The lllawarra Mercury dared 13 December 1935, confirms
that Lola was caprain in 1935 and also the edition dared
18 December 1936, says that Lola was caprain in 1936.
Her father was a Shellharbour dairy farmer and she came
from the local primary school to WHS in 1932. In the
1936 Leaving she obrained the school’s best pass with first-
class Honours in English, second-class Honours in French
and History, an A and two Bs. She went on to Sydney
University where she completed an Arts degree and became
an English teacher. At Shellharbour on 3 July 1940, she
was named Belle of the local Patriotic Ball. She married
Barry Wilson from North Sydney at Shellharbour on 26
June 1943. Lola was living at Kiama when she died on 13
September 1998, aged 79.

1936

KEN CAMPBELL

Ken enrolled ar High in third year after coming
from Tarce. His father George, was a school inspector
and became [llawarra district inspector in January 1934.
Ken was an excellent all round athlete and a first class
scholar. In 1936, he was senior athletics and swimming
champion, while as a member of North Wollongong Surf
Club, he won the Illawarra junior surf race title in the
Branch Championships at Stanwell Park on 6 March
1937. Ken was awarded school Blues in athletics and
swimming. Academically, he finished second in fifth year
and in the Leaving finished with an A and five Bs. He
began a Bachelor of Dentistry at Sydney University in
1937 and completed this in December 1940.

LOLA DUNSTER

In her second Leaving, Lola scored first-class Honours
in English, second-class Honours in French and History,
an A and two Bs. She finished second in fifth year behind
the dux, Neville Lyons, and these two obtained the school’s
best two Leaving results. A good sportswoman, Lola was
awarded a Blue in Baskerball (which is whar netball was
called in those times). She won a bursary to study a Bachelor
of Arts at Sydney University and after completing this
became a teacher. After marrying Barry Wilson from North
Sydney in June 1943, the couple lived in the Shellharbour
area. Along with their two children, they moved to the Far
South Coast in 1947.

Lola Dunster

1937

IVOR JONES

Ivor, born on 3 August 1920, and his older brother,
Alwyn attended Corrimal Primary School and both sat
for the Wollongong High entrance exam in 1931. They
both qualified and so they started together in 1932.
Alwyn left school before the Leaving to work in the
family’s successful rerail business, but Ivor sat for the
Leaving twice. In 1936 he scored three Bs and an A,
while the next year, he received second-class Honours
in chemistry, three As and two Bs. He was the senior
athletics champion in 1937 and received Blues in
athletics and rugby. In January 1936, in the summer
vacation, he and a mate cycled around 1800 kms in a
four-week period through the NSW mid west. After
high school he enrolled at Melbourne University. In
his third year, studying a special branch of technology
in electrical and mechanical engineering, he and his
brother Alwyn enlisted in the Air Force. Ivor (service
number 429230), became a flight sergeant in late
1942, while serving in England. Sadly on 30 August
1944, he was killed in a flying accident at Norfolk, as a
member of the RAF Conversion Unit. He is buried in
England. Alwyn, (Service Number 413207), who was
two years older than Ivor, saw out the War and won a
Distinguished Flying Medal (DFM) in mid 1943, with

the famous Lancaster Pathway Squadron.
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named asllawarra cricket’s best colt for the 1940/41 season.
On 6 October he and his younger brother, Ron, starred
for Illawarra Colts in their easy victory over a Crookwell
representative team. This match was played as the official
opening of the then new turf wicker ar Wollongong
Showground number two. He took a hat trick for
Wollongong firsts against Coniston on 14 December
1940. Fred played some Sydney first grade with Sydney
University before moving out to the Wellington area
in western NSW to teach. He retired from teaching as
Bomaderry High Principal in the mid 1980s and passed
away on 2 July 2010, aged 88, at Gerroa.

JOYCE McGUFFIE

Joyce came to Wollongong High from the Domestic
Home Science primary division. She was an excellent
musician and in January 1940, passed grade one piano
for the NSW Conservatorium of Music. In the Leaving,
she obtained two As plus five Bs and won a scholarship
to become a teacher. Her first appointment was to
Wollongong Home Science School and after three years,
she was transferred to Grafton High. She met Dudley
Pardoe while in Grafton but he served in World War Two in
the Air Force (Service Number 131328). After the War, on
10 January 1948, she married
Dudley and the couple settled
in Grafton. They later moved
back to the Wollongong area,
where she taught Music at
Wollongong High for three
years from 1963 and then
Smiths Hill High. Dudley
died on 15 April 1993, aged
85, and Joyce passed away on
17 March 2006, aged 84.

Joyce McGuffie

1940

KEN AUSBURN

Ken came from Wollongong Primary and did the
Leaving twice. In 1939, he got five Bs and an A, while in
1940, he scored first-class Honours in Maths 11, second-
class Honours in Chemistry, an A and four Bs. He
completed an Engineering Degree ac Sydney and then
in May 1948, he married Joan Rathgen, who was a 1942
Prefect. He lectured at Newcastle University in its early
days and after completing a PhD at the Uni of NSW in
1963, became the first Head of Physics at the University
of Wollongong. An excellent all-round sportsman, Ken
was school diving champion in his senior years and

represented Illawarra Colts at cricket from the Waratah

first grade team, while still at school. He studied and

worked in England for couple of years in the early 1950s.
The Ken Ausburn track from Wollongong University
to Mt. Keira was designed by the ardent bush walker.
Ken completed his B.Sc. at Sydney University, his M.Sc
in London and his Ph.D at the University of NSW in
1963. He died on 30th June, aged 71.

PEARL BROWN

A Thirroul Primary student, Pearl was a sound all-round
student. She received school Blues in hockey and netball,
while in the Leaving she obtained second-class Honours in
History, an A and four Bs. In her final year, she won the
Angus and Coote Cup for “best spirit and widest influence.”

1941

HARRY HARRISON

Harry passed the Entrance exam to Wollongong
High while a student at Trundle Primary in mid-western
NSW near Parkes. A popular and friendly boy, he was
awarded the Angus and Coote Cup at the 1941 Speech
Day for “the student with the best spirit and widest
influence.” In the Leaving he scored first-class Honours
in Chemistry, three As and two Bs. He studied Electrical
Engineering at Sydney University and ,later in life, he
designed new motors. After completing his degree with
Honours at Sydney University, he did a post-graduate

course in England.

MARJORIE BROWN

An excellent student, Marjorie came to WHS from
Gilgandra around October 1937 to enroll in first year.
Her father, WA Brown, had been appointed as the
manager of the Commercial Bank in Kiama and she made
the long train trip each day from her home to school and
back. In the 1939 Intermediate she obtained one of the
school’s best passes with eight As. A member of Flinders
House, she was of the school’s top tennis players. On 19
July 1939, she was a member of the WHS girls tennis
team who defeated Neaves Business College by 41 games
to 28. She finished first in NSW in Biology with first class
honours at the 1941 Leaving and also obrained four As
and a B. Her father was moved to Woodstock out near
Cowra in April 1941 and so she moved in with a Kiama
family to complete her studies at WHS. Alchough she had
an excellent academic record, Marjorie decided to join
the Commercial Bank after leaving school and she began
her career at the Woodstock branch, where her father was
the manager. However she only worked art the bank for a

year before beginning a nursing career.
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did well in both athletics and swimming, while he
won a rugby league Blue in 1944. He was also awarded
the Angus and Coote Cup in 1944, In the Leaving
he finished with three As and three Bs. He began a
pharmacy course at Sydney Uni but dropped out of this
course and returned to Wollongong, where he became a
builder. In the mid 1950s, he moved to Wahroonga in
Sydney where he established a very successful building
business. Robert lived a long and successful life, passing
away aged 87, on 18 December 2014. He and his wife
,Shirley, had three daughters, eight grandchildren and

four great grandchildren.

VALERIE TURNER

Valerie attended Coniston primary and was an excellent
public speaker. At nine years of age in 1937, she did well in
the under 10 verse speaking at the Illawarra Eisteddfod. In
May 1944, speaking as school captain at the Empire Day
Celebrarions, she gave an excellent speech on “Ourselves as
Empire Builders.” She represented Illawarra schools against
Sydney schools at Netball in August 1943 and received a
school blue for this sport. In the Leaving she scored four Bs

and became a nurse.
1945

ALAN WELLS

Buck, as Alan was known during his senior years, was a
good all-round pupil. One of the best batsmen in the School
cricket team, he also played well for the open weight rugby
league team at the lllawarra schools carnival when they
reached the semi finals after defeating Manly High on the
way. Alan was awarded Blues in cricket and rugby league.
In the Leaving, he finished with three As and three Bs, and

went on to do science at Sydney University.

BERYL DAVIS

Beryl came from Wollongong Primary, where she
had been school caprain and swimming champion. At
High School, she was undefeated in any swimming race
she entered throughout her five years and was senior
champion in 1944 and 1945. She lived in Wollongong
and was a good hockey player and musician, receiving
a Conservatorium of music award for the piano in
December 1940. In the Leaving, she obtained two Asand
four Bs and in December 1949, successfully completed
a Bachelor of Science degree, with a Chemistry major,
at Sydney University and then a Dip Ed. She became a
high school science teacher and her first appointment
was Katoomba High. She taught until the mid 1980s
and has three children plus six grandchildren and lives at
Kensington in Sydney. Beryl was the daughter of Edgar
(EP) Davis, who taught at WHS for more than 32 years.

1946

PETER GARGETT

Peter attended Wollongong Primary and was an
excellent student and all-round athlete. In his final year,
he won Blues in athletics and rugby league. He caprained
the 10 stone (64 kgs) rugby league ream, which won
the local school’s competition. In athletics he won the
senior shot put title at the school and district carnivals.
Peter was also a good swimmer, cricketer and debater,
representing the school in the Hume Barbour Shield. At
Speech day in Dec 1946, he was awarded the Angus and
Coorte Cup. In the Leaving, he obrained an A in French
plus five Bs and then completed a Law degree at Sydney
University. Outside school, Peter was very involved
in the scouting movement and was a foundation

7

member of the 4th Wollongong Troop on 7 July 1941,

He became a Kings Scout on 4 February 1944.

Prefects

3. Dyball, R. Piper, V, Puckeridge, G. Lisle, A

Miss Robertson, (Girls'

Wells (Capt.), J. Dixon, A. Evans, R. Greg

, D. Harvey, Mr. Wallace

ervisor), B. Davis (Capt.), R. Lindsay,

1945

y, M. Ewin, J. Bellamy

Dep. Head), Mr-Hatheld (Head),

M. Graham, E. Gaskell, E Bingham
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he got five Bs and an A, which allowed him to complete
a Diploma of Physical Education at Sydney Teachers
College in December 1951. While at Teachers College
on 14 December 1952 at the NSW Teachers’ Swimming
Titles, he clocked 26.8 seconds in winning the 50 yards
sprint and this was just 0.1 seconds outside the NSW
all comers record. In the early 1960s, he enrolled at the
university of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada
where he completed his doctorate in Phys Ed. Back
home he worked ar Newcastle University in the late
1960s, Wollongong Teachers College in 1970 for few
years and Wollongong University in 1975.

DAPHNE DEGOTARDI

Daphne was the middle daughter of three who
attended WHS. Her father Harry was a prominent local
citizen and as well as owning a major Illawarra bakery,
was President of Wollongong Rotary, President of the
South Tllawarra scouting movement and Chairman of
the lllawarra Food for Britain Appeal after World War
Two. Daphne attended Wollongong Primary and as a
good swimmer, she did well at the WHS school carnivals
each year. At Speech Day in December 1948 she and
David Parsons shared the Angus and Coote Cup award.
In the Leaving she scored three As and three Bs. After
completing a degree in Arts and Social work at Sydney
University, she was employed by TAFE as a specialist in
psychology and then by Sydney University as a Student
Counsellor. She then went into private practice and in
2016 was living a full and acrive life in an inner Sydney

suburb.
1949

IAN DOCHERTY

lan came from Austinmer Primary, where his father,
Edward, was the under-manager at the nearby South
Clifton Colliery. Each year at High School, Ian was
one of the top students. He won a bursary to attend the
school in first year and then after the Intermediate exam
in November 1947, he won another bursary with a small
monetary award. In the Leaving he collected the school’s
best result with first-class Honours in Maths I and Maths
II, as well as five As. He was the School Dux in 1949
and was a Cadet-Licutenant in the school cadet unit. An
excellent debater, he was leader of the school team, which
won thC S(Ju[hern one Of-th{' }_!u]ne-Bﬂl'b(“lr CUmpCtition
and then were narrowly beaten by eventual winners,
Svdney High, in the quarterfinals. He studied Engineering

at Sydney University after high school. In December

1953, lan became engaged to Marjorie Campion, who
was an Australian Modern Dancing champion. Later in
life he lectured in the Electrical Engineering faculty at
Sydney University and after retirement, moved to South

Australia.

VALMAI HASTINGS

She came from Wollongong primary as a good all-
round student. She passed a Conservatorium of Music
exam in January 1945 and from an early age was a fine
public speaker. At Speech Day in December 1949, she
won the Sanders Cup for Public Speaking. She was
captain of the school hockey team and won a Blue
for this sport in 1949. She scored five As and a B in
the Leaving then went to Wollongong Tech where she
completed a typewriting course in 1950. After this, she
began working at Wollongong library. A couple of years
later, she enrolled at Sydney University and completed
a Bachelor of Arts in 1957 and then became a teacher.
Valmai was the daughter of Jack Hastings who taught

Maths at the school for many years.

School Captains 1949

1950

GRAHAM RABEY

Graham arrived at the school in 1948 from Canberra
where he had been captain of Ainslie Primary School. He
was one of the best junior tennis players in the ACT and
soon established himself as one of Tllawarra’s top players. A
good all round student, he obtained three As and three Bsin
the Leaving Certificate exam. While in fourth year, Graham
was invited by the NSWLTA to come to Sydney on 7 May
1949 and play in the Age and School tennis championships
at White City. He was the South Coast junior boys singles
and doubles winner in 1949, 1950 and 1951, and in
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School Captains 1958

team in both Rugby League and cricket, while in the
cadets; he rose to Cadet Under-Officer and Adjutant. In
the Leaving, Gordon finished with second-class Honours
in History, an A in English and three Bs. He began
studying Law on a part-time basis with Wollongong
solicitor, Mr. Peedom, who was a long-term supporter
of the school as President of the P and C, as well being
father of 1959 boys captain, John Peedom. In late 1961,
Gordon moved to Canberra where he continued working
in law for the 40 years or so. During this time he acted
for and managed such prominent footballers as Senator
Glenn Lazarus (21 Tests) and Bradley Clyde (19 Tests).
As a young man, Gordon played first grade cricker and
Rugby League, as well as being an excellent jazz drummer.
He played representative cricket for both Illawarra and

ACT and still lives in Canberra.

PAM MOW

A pupil at Wollongong Primary before coming to High,
Pam participated across the spectrum of school activiries.
She was a soprano member of the choir, a member of the
school debating team, a talented fullback in the school firsts
hockey side, in the school athletic team and as a first-class
pianist, she played the piano at several school functions.
Pam was a prominent member of the school choir, which
won the secondary schools’ choral championship at the
Wollongong Eisteddfod and was placed second in the NSW
choral championship at the City of Sydney Eisteddfod. In
the Leaving, Pam received an A in English, plus three Bs,
She went on to Wagga Teachers College and became an

Infants teacher.

1959

JOHN PEEDOM

John came to High from West Wollongong Primary.
During the year John played some games with the
school’s great first XIII Rugby League team, who were
NSW champion open weight team in 1959. He was also
a basketballer and a member of the school’s swimming
team. In the Leaving, John scored second-class Honours
in French and Physics, three As and a B. This pass allowed
him to enroll in medicine at Sydney University where he
studied for four years. However he decided to return
to Wollongong where he became an articled clerk at his
father’s law firm. He was admitted as a solicitor in 1969
and retired after a successful and tulfilling law career in

2007. John still lives in Wollongong,

ELAINE ETHERINGTON

Elaine grew up in Fairy Meadow where she attended
the local primary school. Always a good student, Elaine
shared the Walter Lance prize ac High in 1956, for
proficiency in second year. In her final year, Elaine was
girls' caprain of Kembla House and an excellent first
basewoman with the schools top softball team, receiving
a Blue in this sport. In the Leaving, she scored first-class
Honours in Maths I, second-class Honours in Maths 1,
three As and two Bs. She then attended Wagga Teachers
College, becoming an Infants teacher. After completing a
Diploma of Teaching in 1978, Elaine began teaching high
school Maths to year 12 level. In 1992, she joined the

NSW Country Women's Association and became their
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years later returned to Canberra where she gained her
PhD in International Relations. While completing the
PhD, she went to The Hague to work in the Archives
Of the Netherlands government. Moving to Sydney
after finishing the PhD, she was appointed National
Education Officer with the Australian Freedom From
Hunger campaign. The National Archives of Australia
began the Margaret George Scholarship from 2004,
This is awarded to talented and emerging scholars for
innovative and quality research. Sadly Margaret died

much too young at just 28, on 7 March 1974,
1963

GREG URWIN

Greg was born at Lithgow on 21 August 1946.
The family relocated to the Illawarra district in
1956 and Greg enrolled at Fairy Meadow Primary.
He was an excellent public speaker from an early age and
also a strong soccer player with High's top team. In the
Leaving, he obtained second-class Honours in French
and History, plus two As and two Bs. He completed an
Arts degree at Sydney University with a History major
on a Commonwealth Scholarship and not long after,
joined the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade (DFAT). His first posting was to Ottawa in
Canada. In 1977 he began to specialize in the Pacific
region and was posted to Apia, Samoa to open Australia’s
first diplomatic mission in the Polynesian nation.
He later served as the Australian High Commissioner
to Fiji and Vanuartu, as well as becoming deputy head
of the Australian mission to New Zealand. Around late
2000, he was instrumental in stabilizing the political
sicuation in Fiji after George Speight had staged the

coup d’etat, as well as calming the ethnic tensions in

the Solomon Islands after problems on the island of

Guadalcanal. In 2004, Greg became the first Australian
Secretary-General of the Pacific Islands Forum and in
2006 he was reappointed to a second three year term
in this office. In late 2008 health issues caused him ro
resign from the position as Secretary-General . He had
continuing cancer and heart problems over the next few
years and passed away at his home in Apia on 9 August
2008, aged 61. He was survived by his wife, Samoan,

Penny Clark.

JENNIFER SMITH
Coming to High from Wollongong Primary, Jennifer
was a talented all-round student. She was senior athletic

champion in her final year, setting new school records in

javelin, discus and shot putt, while she was also caprain
of the school’s A basketball team. She received Blues for
both athletics and basketball. In fourth year, she won
the CWA service prize and was also a good debater
and public speaker. In the Leaving, she finished with
first-class Honours in History, second-class Honours
in English, plus two As and two Bs. She then studied
Arts at Canberra University, winning a Commonwealth
Scholarship. She now lives in Evindale South Australia

with her husband and family.

1964

JOHN CURRIE

John was born in South Africaand arrived in Australia
with his family at the beginning of 1962. An excellent
sportsman, he was a key member and contributor to
both the school’s first grade Rugby League team and also
the firsts cricket side. In the Leaving, he finished with
first-class Honours in Physics, second-class Honours in
Maths I, three As and a B. He then went on to complete
a medical degree at Sydney University. In 2015, John

was a leading gynaecologist, practising in Wagga.

PAULINE DAY

Coming from Wollongong Primary, Pauline was
involved in several aspects of school life. She was an
important member of the Senior A baskerball team and

in fourth year, she won the CWA prize. In the Leaving,
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and then around a year later became assistant Professor
of Medicine at UT Southwestern Medicine School in
Dallas. He remained in Dallas until 1992, when he was
appointed as the visiting Professor of Medicine at the
University of Hamburg. Following that he went into
private practice in West Texas and did this until he
retired in 2003. In 2006 he returned to solo practice
in Lubbock West Texas and is currently doing this,
working in Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology. He

and his wife Patricia, live in Lubbock.

JOY MOWBRAY

Joy came to Wollongong High in first year from
Merewether Primary in the Newcastle area. A hard-
working member of the social committee in her final
year, Joy, was a member of the school basketball side
and caprain of the school athletic team. Joy collected six
Advanced level passes in the first SC. In the first ever HSC,
she obtained a First Level pass in German, a Second Level
pass in English plus Second Level Full passes in Maths
and Science. She then began Medicine at the University
of NSW in Sydney. Since graduating with Honours, Joy
has been in general practice in the St. George area and has

been involved in the supervision of young doctors.
1967

Because the principal believed that the caprains
should only hold their position for one year, two new
caprains were elected for 1967, despite the 1966 caprains
still remaining as students. All four of the 1966 and 1967

school captains sat for the HSC at the end of 1967.

MICHAEL CONDON

Michael came to High in first year after completing
his primary schooling in Mt. Isa. He was active in
many aspects of school life and was an excellent athlete,
winning the Illawarra Schools senior championship
and being awarded a school athletics Blue. As CUO
in the Cadets Corps, he trained the 1967 AH and |
Guard Mounting Shield winners, as well as the caderts
who participated in the 1966 Governors parade. In
the first ever SC, he scored six Advanced level passes
and in the first ever HSC, he finished with First Level
passes in Maths, German and Science, a Second Level
pass in English plus a General Studies pass. After
school, Michael completed the Cader Pilot scheme with
Qantas and stayed with the Australian company for 46
years, retiring in 2014, at age 65. During his time with

Qantas, Michael flew the Boeing 707, 747-2/300 and

B747-400. During a leave of absence from Qantas in
the 1970s/80s, he also flew in Papua/New Guinea and
Burma, along with a lengthy stint out of Albion Park

and Sydney airports in light jer aircraft.

ALYSON JONES

Alyson came to Wollongong High in first year from
Ross Hill Primary at Inverell. She was involved in many
school acrivities, including the Gavel club, the ISCF and
the Drama club, while she was also a member of the
girls’ athletic and hockey teams. During her last three
high school years, Alyson taught Sunday school and was
keenly interested in social work. In the first SC, she scored
three Advanced passes, one credit and two ordinary level
passes. In the first HSC, she finished with a First Level
pass in French , Second Level passes in English, History

and German, plus a Second Level Short pass in Maths.

After school, she joined the Commonwealth Bank.

1968

IAN FULFORD

lan came from Wollongong Primary where he had
been school dux. He was interested in drama from his
early school days and at High he played a major role in
the melodrama, “ My Proud Beauty”, in 1965. He was
a good athlete, and tennis player, while he also pur a
lot of hard work into Lifesaving. In the Higher School

Certificate, he scored First Level passes in Maths and
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JANN POLLOCK

After finishing school, Jann completed a Bachelor
of Arts with a double History major at the University
of Wollongong. Following her Dip Ed, she began
her teaching career at Manly Boys' High in 1975.
In 1977, Jann and her husband went to England and
when they returned, the couple entered full-time parish
ministry with the Anglican Church. She began teaching
again in 1989 and in 2005 was appointed Principal of
St. Luke’s Grammar School in Dee Why. In 2015 she
continued as Principal and is also the Chair of HICES
(Heads of Independent Co-Educational Schools) and is
a Board Member of AHISA (Association of Independent

Schools Australia).
1971

CHRIS WHITELAW

A son of 1931 caprain, Emie Whitelaw, Chris
came to High from Wollongong Primary and won the
Wollongong Lions' Club Youth of the Year Award in
1971. Although he was a good hockey player as a boy,
this sport caused him to miss nearly three months of
schooling in his final year. As a goalie for the school’s A
side against Corrimal High, he suffered a badly shattered
kneecap. After surgery and hospiralisation, he was still in
recovery mode when he slipped on the Assembly Hall’s
polished floor, which resulted in a complete tearing of

the lower thigh muscles from the knee. Vice-caprain,

Kevin Howell, had plenty of work to do that year. In
the HSC, Chris obtained First Level passes in English,
Science and Economics (he came 14th in NSW) and a
Second Level Full pass in Maths. This allowed him to
study Law at ANU, where he graduated in 1978 with
a Bachelor of Law and Economics. Over the next 28
years or so, Chris practised Law, first as a solicitor in
the Wollongong area and later as a seasoned barrister of
16 years in the ACT and NSW Supreme Courts. In his
mid fifties, he decided to begin a new career path and
completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts Degree at ANU.
With a grant from Arts ACT, he flew to East Timor
with his camera, spending three weeks documenting
the “Killing Fields". His portfolio, “The Shades of
November” was first exhibited in October 2010. In
2015, Chris was semi-retired and living with Elizabeth,
his wife of 37 years, on the Queensland Sunshine Coast

and doing some freclance photography.

ANNE AKITT

Anne is the daughter of Howard Akitt, who came to
Wollongong in 1964 to join the staff of the Wollongong
Teachers College in just its second year. He moved on
to lecture at Wollongong University and in its first year
of autonomy, 1975, where he was a Social Science Staff
lecturer and Director of External Studies. After the HSC,
Anne began a Bachelor of Secretarial Studies with a Law
major at Canberra College of Advanced Educarion,

She did not complete this course; instead she became an
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very successful Madrigal group, which won several
eisteddfods at State level. In the HSC, she obtained First
Level passes in English and Modern History (in NSW
top 10 students), Second Level Full passes in Maths and
Science, plus General studies. After school she complered
a Bachelor of Arts, with first-class Honours, plus a Dip
Ed. Beginning at Sylvania High in 1977, Cheryl taught
High School until retiring in 2012. After retirement she
worked one day a week in a Year 12 mentor programme

for lndigcnnus students.

1973

IAN ANDREWS

A good all-round sportsman, lan came from the
[llawarra Grammar School to High in year 8. An
excellent basketballer, he also did well at Rugby League.
After finishing his HSC, lan completed a medical degree
at the University of NSW, becoming a Paediatrician. A
few years later he went to the USA, where he studied
for six years at Duke University. After returning to
Australia, he began at the Sydney Children's Hospital as
a Neurological Paediatrician. Highly respected, lan has

been at the Children’s Hospital for more than 20 years.

PAM DENT

Pam came to High as West Wollongong Primary
School caprain. She was a keen ballet dancer and pianist,
while she also enjoyed tennis, netball and horse-riding,
In the HSC, she scored Level One passes in English,
History and Economics, Second Level Short passes in

Maths and Science, plus a Second Level pass in music

as an external subject. After completing a Diploma of

Physiotherapy from the Cumberland College of Health
Sciences, she practised in Newcastle for a year and then
worked at Queenstown in New Zealand for seven years.
Pam then returned home working in Wollongong for a
couple of years, before she moved to Jindabyne where
she has ran two successful businesses, one on the ski

fields, for around 30 years.

1974

RICHARD HEALY

Born on 20 July 1956, Richard came from West
Wollongong Primary. A keen, all-round student,
Richard actively participated in sport, art, debating,
writing, acting and politics. He was an excellent soccer
player and, after school, played this game professionally

with Wollongong City and later Sydney Croaria in the

then version of the A-league. After competing a Bachelor
of Arts, he found the theatre and began a career as an
actor, working with Neil Armfield, Geoffrey Rush and
other famous actors. For the past 20 years or so, Richard
has mainly done TV work, on such program as Fast
Lane, Water Rats, Grass Roots and Rake. In 2003, he
completed a Dip Ed and has done some teaching in

some Sydney inner-west high schools.

WENDY STAMP

Wendy came to High from Fairy Meadow Primary
where she had been vice-caprain. She quickly became
involved in many aspects of school life, becoming a
member of the school choir and orchestra, as well as
being an excellent pianist and a member of the girls’
relay team which won a State athletic title. After school,
she completed a Bachelor of Arts in Asian Studies and
Politics, with Honours, at Canberra University, followed
by a Master of Administration at the University
of Technology in Sydney. She also completed the
Company Director’s Diploma. Over the years she has
worked at senior executive levels in a wide spectrum
of fields including government, public affairs and
communications, board governance and consulting.
Included in her CV, are high level positions with
several NSW government departments including
Primary Industries and Fisheries, as well as Trade and
Investment. She was also a senior executive with the
Sydney Water Corporation. Early in her career, she
worked with the Premier’s Department. In 2015, Wendy
was the Secretary for the National Catholic Education
Commission, where she is responsible for advising the
Commission on governance, public policy, and strategic

planning advocacy.

Wendy Stamp
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countries globally. He has also published in chis field.

He and his wife, Marion, have been married for 33 years

and in 2015, were living in the Blue Mountains.

LISA SAKUN

Lisa began her schooling at Gwynneville Primary
but moved to the OC (Opportunity Class) ar
Wollongong Primary for fifth and sixth classes. At
Wollongong High from 1972 to 1977, she was the
Quota Club NSW female of the year for 1976. A
high quality HSC pass which saw her finish in the
top 10 percent of the State, including Level One
passes in English, History and Geography, enabled
her to complete a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
at Wollongong University followed by a Graduate
Diploma of Applied Psychology (Counselling), at the
University of Canberra. In 1977, she began two years
as a cadet journalist at the Illawarra Mercury and then
spent two years on a working holiday in the UK, Israel
and the USA. On returning home, Lisa joined the
Australian Federal Police in 1986 and in 2000 when
she resigned to become a fulltime mother of two, she
was a Sergeant. From 2002 to 2004, she did some
part-time Personal Security Vetting from home for the
Federal Police and then in 2005, rejoined the Federal
Police as an unsworn appointee. In 2015, she was still
working for the Federal Police as a writer/sub editor in
the Internarional Operations Communications Unit.
From 2006 to 2008, Lisa and her family were deployed
to Vanuatu and from 2010 to 2011, to the Kingdom
of Tonga. Her husband, Peter, was an Advisor to both

local Police Forces.
1978

JOHN FERGUSON

Always an excellent all-round student, John came
from Keiraville Primary. Ac High he was a top 10
academic student, while he also represented the school
in a number of sports including swimming, athletics,
cross country, rugby league and rugby union. After
completing an Education Degree he taught Phys Ed
back at Wollongong High, but after two years he left
teaching and moved into facility management. He then
completed an MBA at the University of Wollongong
and currently holds an executive management position
with the NSW government, overseeing some of
Australia’s biggest sporting and entertainment events
at Sydney Olympic Park. He still lives in Wollongong.

DEBBIE BRODIE

Debbie attended West Wollongong and Mt. Ousley
Primary schools before coming to High. She was a good
softball and netball player and after the HSC, she did a
Bachelorof Arts, with a Psychology major at the University of
Wollongong, followed by a Dip Ed. After teaching primary
schools for 20 years, she retrained as a school counsellor.
Then she completed a Graduate Diploma in Psychology,
a Postgraduate Diploma of Psychology with Distinction
and a Graduate Certificate of School Counselling. After
starting as a school counsellor and gaining recognition
as psychologist at Liverpool in 2004, she transferred to
Wollongong in 2008 , where she still works as a councillor
in local schools. At World Teachers’ Day in 2015, she was
presented with a Recognition Award by the [llawarra/
South Coast group of the Australian College of Educators,
for dedicated and high quality service to students. Debbie
and her family live in Wollongong,

1979

KEVIN BODDEUS

Kevin came from Mt. Pleasant Primary, (now called
Pleasant Heights), where he had been among the first
intake for the new school in the late 1960s. After leaving
school, he studied Science at Sydney University for a
year and then won a Chemical Engineering Scholarship
with BHE, acquiring his degree in 1984, He remained
with BHP undl 1995 and during this period, completed
a Masters and then a PhD in Mechanical Engineering,
as a part-time student, at the University of Wollongong.
Moving to the coal industry with BMCH in Sydney
followed by the Fluor Company, Kevin was working at
various assignments all around Australia. After four years
in Perth, where he completed an MBA by correspondence,
he moved to Brisbane. Having undertaken a number of
coal consulting roles for various companies since 2004, he
is now the principal metallurgist for A and B Mylec. His
work has taken him to several international destinations

including South Africa, China and Mozambique.

JACQUELINE HALLIDAY

Born in Glasgow, Jacqueline came to Wollongong
with her family when she was three. She came to High
from the OC class at Wollongong Primary. Editor of
the 1978 Gleam, she did well in the HSC and then
studied Mertallurgy at the University of Wollongong,
While working with BHE she completed a Masters
Degree followed by a PhD, both in Management. Over

a 23-year period, her career morphed from Materials
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as a lecturer in the Law school at the University of Western
Sydney, where she was working in 2015. She is co-author
of several law textbooks and lives in the southern highlands
with her family.

1983

RODNEY FOX

A good sportsman as a young boy, Rod came from
Keiraville Primary. He represented High and Illawarra in
six sports-rugby league, rugby union, AFL, swimming,
athletics and surf lifesaving. After doing well in the
HSC, he studied commerce part-time at the University
of NSW and later completed an MBA from AGSM
(Australian Graduate School of Management). His
professional career as an accountant saw him work in
the insolvency field for many years, both in Australia
and internationally, including two years in London. In
recent years he specialised in the health sector, including
five years as CFO/Company Secretary for St. Vincent's
Health Australia and taking Monash IVF from a private
company through to its listing on the Australian Stock
Exchange. Outside work, Rod has served as President of
Clovelly Junior Surf Club and as an SLSA official.

JULIE BILBOE

A competent all-round student, Julie came from
Fairy Meadow Dem Primary School. After the HSC, she
began at BHP as a trainee metallurgist and graduated
from Wollongong University in 1988 with a Bachelor
of Engineering Marterials (Honours). After she and
her husband were transferred to Perth for work, she
continued her studies and completed a Graduate
Diploma in Business (Marketing) at Edith Cowan
University. In the early 1990s, the family were re-
located to Sydney, where Julie continued her interest in
markerting, both in a national office role and completing
a Master of Business (Marketing) at the University of
Technology, where she won the Dow Corning Prize.
Next she worked as an Associate Lecturer in Marketing
ar the University of NSW. Around 2001, Julie and her
husband, plus their three young sons, moved to Adelaide
where she currently works at the Australian Bureau of
Statistics. At 50 years of age, Julie completed the 2015
New York Marathon in three hours 32 minutes. This
put her at 29th in her age group, 715th by gender and
4,478th overall, which is remarkable considering there

were close to 50,000 starters.

1984

DAVID BULL

From Keiraville Primary, David edited the 1983 Gleam
magazine, as well as being a member of the school choir
and band. While working with Price Waterhouse after
the HSC, he studied for a Bachelor of Commerce at the
University of NSW and became a Chartered Accountant
in 1991. Berween 1993 and 1999, he worked for AMP
Investments in Sydney and at the same time completed a
Graduate Diploma of Investment and Applied Finance. .
In 1999, David and his wife Sharon (Thomas), who was
the school captain in 1988 moved to London where he
was employed by Henderson Global Investors as Director
of Finance (Private Capital) and finally, Head of Private
Equity for Europe. Back in Sydney, David joined Archer
Capital in 2006, as Chief Financial Officer. The couple
and their four daughters live in southern Sydney, where

he is currently a warden at a nearby church.

LISA WEINE
No contact could be made with Lisa. It is believed

she is teaching in Victoria.
1985

MATTHEW TYNE

Before coming to High, Matthew attended Berry
then Gwynneville Primary Schools. Since leaving school
he has studied theatre and international development.
In 2015 he completed a PhD in Performance Studies
at Sydney University. After discovering his Aboriginal
ancestry in 1993 he has worked with Aboriginal
Communities in Central Australia. Matchew has also
worked in palliative care, as well as with people living
with HIV and AIDS. This has resulted in plenty of
travel to south-east Asia. Currently he is the Associate
Director for Relief and Development at Uniting World,

which is an agency of the Uniting Church in Australia.

MARTEL DAVISON

Martel came from Keiraville Primary where she was
a strong student and a good sportsperson, particularly
at tennis and swimming. From her early high school
years, she wanted to become a dietician and her HSC
pass enabled ro achieve that goal, after completing a
Masters Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics, following
studies at both Wollongong and Sydney Universities.
She then worked at Sydney’s Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital for five years as a clinical dietician and then
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After the HSC, she was offered a scholarship for Textiles

and Design at the UNSW, but instead completed a
Bachelor of Applied Science (Physiotherapy) at the
Cumberland Campus, University of Sydney, in 1992.
After an internship at Sydney’s St. Vincent’s Hospital,
which included three months in Broken Hill, she
opened a private practice at Bondi Junction in 1993,
focussing on pre and post-natal exercise, as well as
childbirth education. With her husband, 1984 school
captain David Bull, she spent more than six years in
London from 1999. With four daughters, she is a busy
woman, but still finds time to work on school, church

and business projects.

1989
JOHN STATHIS

From Lindsay Park Primary, John was a representative
rugby league, cricket and basketball player. A rtalented
debater, he was the second speaker in the 1987 Wollongong
High team, which won the Commonwealth Bank
Teasdale Cup. As Dux of the school in his HSC year, he
won a NSW University Co-op scholarship and achieved
first-class Honours and the University Medal for Business
Information Technology. Following his graduation with a
Bachelor of Science, he worked for Bain and Company in
their Boston office. After Bain, John founded the Pacific
Consulting Group in 1994, which currently advises the
CEOs and Boards of Australia’s largest public companies
on Corporate Strategies and Profit Improvement, along
with Mergers and Acquisitions. He lives in Sydney.

GILLIAN HYND

Gillian came o Wollongong High in year 8, in 1985,
from Casino where her father had worked with the NSW
Forestry Commission. She was an excellent sportsperson,
representing NSW Under 19s at Netball in her HSC year.
After her high HSC mark, she won a Ben Lexcen Scholarship
to the University of NSW and studied Medicine from 1990
to 1995. During her time at University, she won a national
Netball club tide and represented NSW at Under 21 and
Open levels. After graduation, Gillian practised Medicine
on the Central Coast and since 2001, has been working at

her Newcastle practice.
1990

STEPHEN TRUMAN
A good all-round student, Stephen came from West
Wollongong Primary. While at WHS, he played baseball,

rugby league and softball. In year 10, he was selected in
the NSW Under 19 softball team as a catcher and vice-
captain. He was also selected in an Australian All-stars
team in this same year, and captained the NSW Under
195 for the following two years. After leaving school,
Stephen was selected in several Australian softball teams
and train-on squads. Academically, he completed a
BSc at Wollongong University in Human Movement,
now known as Exercise Physiology. Moving to Sydney,
he soon began working for one of Australias earliest
dedicated occupational medicine clinics, overseeing five
medical centres, two private hospirtals, along with more
than 70 staff in two states. He then joined Suncorp GIO
Workers' Compensation where he managed around 70
staff in the Sydney operations. Following this, he took
up the role of National Workers' Compensation and
Rehabilitation Manager for TNT Australia. After five
years, he joined Linfox Armaguard in a similar role. This
resulted in a move to Melbourne where, Stephen, his wife
Sara and their two young sons currently live. During his
career, he has held the position of President of the Safety,
Rehabilitation and Compensation Licensees Association.
Towards the end of 2015, Stephen and his wife purchased

a café along Melbourne's inner west bayside area.

SUSAN BULL

Susan was vice-captain of Keiraville Primary before
coming to WHS. After the HSC, she went on to
study Hospitality Management and her first position
in this industry was at the Double Bay Ritz Carlton.
After gaining experience in all aspects of hotel
management, she took an interest in payroll management.
For several years, she has worked in the payroll industry,
initially for large organisations including Computershare,
AMP and Serco, while more recently she has managed
payrolls for manufacturing companies including Stramit
Building Projects and Interface. Susan and her family live
in the southern highlands.

1991

MADURA WIJEWARDENA

Born in Sri Lanka, Madura came to Australia with his
family in 1987, when his father wasappointed asalecturer
at Wollongong University. He began at Wollongong
High in year 8 and after the HSC, he graduated from
Sydney University with a Bachelor of Economics/Law.
Following this, he started working for the NSW Police
Force and then moved on to the Sydney based corporate
law firm, Gilbert and Tobin. In 2006, he moved to the
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provider. He was also the co-founder and joint CEO of
Think:Education Group (2006-2010). Think is one of
Australia’s leading campus-based education and training
providers. Since finishing High School, Anthony has
studied at the University of Wollongong, Uppsala
University in Sweden and Stanford University in the
USA. He has been a member of the NSW Vocational
Education and Training Education Board and a member

of the Ministerial Taskforce on Tertiary Pathways.

ERINA MURPHY

An active and involved student from an early age,
Erina came from Keiraville Primary. She represented
High in the Mock Trial competition, Public Speaking
and Dance, while she also initiated the school’s
first Environmental club known as SEAG (Student
Environmental Action Group). After leaving school, she
began an environmental cadetship with Wollongong City
Council, graduating from the University of Wollongong
in Science (2002) and Law (2005). In 2002-2003, she
worked in the Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of
China on a conservation project aimed at saving some of
the world’s most endangered species. After returning to
Australia, Erina worked as an environmental consultant
and lawyer, while more recently, she became a primary

school teacher. Along with her family, she lives in the

Illawarra district.

1995

EUAN LAY

Always a brilliant student, Euan came to High from
Mt St. Thomas Primary. In the HSC, he finished in
the NSW top five per cent. After accepting a cadetship
from BHP Billiton, he completed a Bachelor of
Commerce, majoring in Economics, at the University
of Wollongong, while working at BHP’s Port Kembla

site. During the company’s progression from BHP to

Bluescope, he fulfilled progressively more senior roles
in business development, in South East Asia, while
living in the region, including Vice President Strategic
Marketing and Business Development, expanding
the operations of Bluescope throughout Asia. Upon
his return to Australia, Euan completed a Masters of
Business Administration, AGSM, which is Australia’s
top ranked MBA programme, at the University of
NSW. He then moved into his current employment in
the infrastructure sector, becoming a consultant with
Advisian, which focuses on assisting clients develop and
deliver large-scale capital projects. A keen sportsman,
Euan played several seasons of first grade cricket in the

[llawarra competition.

EMILY CHRISTOFIDES

A pupil at Mt. St. Thomas Primary, Emily was active
in the school community, particularly in creative and
performing arts activities and the SRC, from her first
days in year 7. She represented the school at a number
of art, dance, music and drama events, both ar regional
and state levels, After school she studied Creative Arts
and Marketing at University, before travelling and
working in the UK. She currently works as the Strategic
Marketing and Communications Manager for the

University of Wollongong,
1996

MAX KAVANAGH

Max was born in Staffordshire, England in 1978 and
moved to Australia with his family when he was 10 years
of age. He attended Mt. St. Thomas Primary for two years
before starting at High in 1991. An active sportsman, he
represented theschoolinsoccer, cross-countryandathlerics.
After leaving school, he travelled though Europe for
several years before coming home and working in
Wollongong. In 2001 he moved to Tamworth to pursue
his interest in Agriculture. He managed a large land
holding and attended Jackeroo School in the New
England area and is now working in rural finance and

studying for a Bachelor of Agribusiness.

SANDY SILVESTER

Sandy was born at Albury in 1979. She completed a
Bachelor of Arts at Sydney University (2001), followed
by a Post Graduate Certificate in English Literature
at the University of New England in 2003. Next she
finished a Masters of Teaching at Sydney University
in 2006 and then did a Graduate Certificate in Gifted
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Adam was Wollongong High Student of the Year and

Wollongong Lions’ Youth of the Year. After completing
his studies with a Bachelor of Arts, a LLB (Hons), a
LLM (Tax) and a BCL (Oxon), Adam was admitted to
the legal profession in 2006 and as a Barrister in 2014.
He works in Sydney.

RENEE GARRAWAY

When Wollongong High became a Performing Arts
School in 1994, Renee was selected as a dance student. As
well as representing the school in Netball and Basketball,
she also took part in various performance events and
showcases and was a SRC member. Since leaving
school, she has completed a Bachelor of Commerce
(Human Resources), Bachelor of Science (Psychology),
a Masters of Strategic Human Resources Management
and a MBA. She has worked in several Human Resource
Management roles including Human Resource Director
at David Brown Gear Industries (Australasia/South
Africa) and more recently at Bluescope Steel. Renee
and her family live in the [llawarra region and a PhD in

Human Resource Management is not too far away.
2000

LUKE BERMAN

After studying Theatre Performance at the University
of Wollongong, Luke has become a highly involved
member of the lllawarra community theatre scene. By
mid 2015 at the Wollongong Workshop Theatre, he
has been involved in over 70 stage productions as actor,
director, producer or lighting designer, as well as holding
several commirtee positions such as technical director
or Business Manager. He is also a popular member of
the Sydney Independent Theatre scene, participating
for 10 years in the Short and Sweet production, which
is the world’s largest short play festival, as director, actor
and Head Stage and Production Manager. He has also
played a major role in establishing Mind Blank Inc, an
Illawarra Theatre company, which uses interactive theatre
for Illawarra and Shoalhaven Secondary students, to
promote awareness of mental health, homelessness, drug
and alcohol abuse, domestic violence and depression.
Currently, Luke is Artistic Director of Black Box Theatre
Company, which is Illawarra’s first established semi-
professional independent theatre company. This company
links Wollongong and Sydney and in 2014, Luke produced
and directed the acclaimed Sydney and Illawarra Premiere
of Irving Welsh's TRAINSPOTTING, while in 2015 he

celebrated 10 years of Producing Playmates Illawarra. He
has developed an elite troupe of Illawarra actors under
Black Box, which will provide a pathway for local artists
to the Sydney professional theatre community.

CROSBI STEVENS

A drama and singing student, Crosbi was actively
involved in Drama, pantomimes and other productions
throughout her tme at WHSPA. After the HSC,
she and fellow alumnus, Adam Loughlin, founded a
community theatre and film company, Merlin Live Pry
Ltd. This company produced several theatre and film
performances in Wollongong, Sydney and Canberra.
A keen student of Psychology, Crosbi completed a
Bachelor of Science (Psychology), a Graduate Diploma
in Psychology, a Master of Forensic Mental Health and a
Master of Clinical Psychology. Between 2006 and 2010,
she held multiple roles in NSW Community Services in
the areas of child protection, out-of-home care and the
specialist Joint Investigation Response Team (JIRT).
During 2010, she moved to NSW Juvenile Justice,
focussing on young offenders. In 2015, she became the
Client Services Manager for incarcerated young people,
from 16 to 21, in NSW's largest juvenile justice centre.

2001

STEVEN KOUTSOUKOS

Steve came from Mt. St. Thomas Primary and after
completing the HSC in 2001, he began a course at West
Wollongong TAFE. In 2003, he moved to Sydney to
commence a career in the media and music industries.
During the past 12 years or so, he has been employed by
ACP magazines, Universal Music and more recently, News
Limited, where he managed several key clients. Steven and
his wife ,Hannah, live in an inner Sydney suburb, while he
now is the National Advertising Manger for Foxtel.

BRINIE GREEN

Brinie entered WHSPA as a dance student and
during her time at the school, she constantly participated
in various productions and dance ensembles. In 2000,
she performed in the Sydney Olympic Games Opening
Ceremony and thatsame year won the Wollongong Lions’
Youth of the Year Award, while she was Wollongong
High Student of the Year in 2001. After the HSC, she
completed a LLB/B. Com (Marketing) at the University
of Wollongong and in 2009 was admitted as a solicitor
to the NSW Supreme Court. After working in corporate
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Research, for which he received the Vice-Chancellor’s
Award for Academic Excellence in 2014, During his time
at Ryde, Chris managed a Gallery, supported the Cultural
Sector, created a successful walk to school program and
developed new models for the not-for-profit sector to work
with the council and each other. After leaving the Ryde
Council, Chris was invited to join the Board of the Ryde
Family Services and in 2015, he became President of this
body. Nowadays, he works for the Commonwealth Bank,
supporting and helping Branch Staff to engage with their

communities, as well as several other projects.

COURTNEY HURRY

Graduating from NIDA with a Bachelor of Dramatic
Art in Production in 2007, Courtney established herself
in the world of stage management for theatre, music and
events. During her several years with Bell Shakespeare,
she worked on productions such as Andy Griffith’s Just
Macbeth, the national tours of Taming of the Shrew
(2009) and Twelfth Night (2010), plus the capital city
tours of Much Ado About Nothing (2011), the Duchess
of Malfi (2012), Henry IV (2013) and The Dream
(2013). Other highlights include touring Belvoir’s The
Book of Everything to Wollongong, Adelaide and New
York (2011 and 2012), as well as Stage Managing the
development and tour of Legs on the Wall's My Bicycle
Loves You (2012). From early 2013 to the end of 2015,
Courtney stage-managed over 100 concerts, including
Tristan and Isolde, Elektra, Romeo and Julier and the
popular Symphony in the Domain. During this time she

also found time to study for a Bachelor of Teaching.
2005

MICHAEL KINLOCH

Michael is the son of long-term WHSPA History
teacher, Robert Kinloch. He came to the school from
Farmborough Road Primary asa piano student, but moved
on to drums soon after. In 2006, he began a Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA) in Events Management at
the University of Wollongong. After graduating in 2009,
he began working in the events field with such well-
known companies as Coca Cola and Westpac. For the last
couple of years, Michael has been involved in maverick
marketing, working in IT sales and hotels. He and his
wife Sarah live in Sydney’s southern suburbs.

ALICE BURNS-McCLINTOCK
Alice attended WHSPA as a drama and music
student. After the HSC, she moved to Brasil during 2006

on a Rotary Scholarship, where she worked and lived
in non-Government organisations and community Arts
bodies at Campinas in Sao Paulo state. Back in Australia,
she completed a Bachelor of Arts in Creative Arts and is
currently finishing a Mastersin Community Development,
while working in Community Development. She is also
currently a nominated student in the National Arrow

Leadership programme.
2006

WAYNE COLLYER

During his time at WHSPA, Wayne was involved
in music and student welfare. While a student at the
University of Wollongong after the HSC, Wayne
continued to work on the school staff in student welfare
and also filling the role of Computer Administrator. In
2010, he was appointed to the Melbourne Staff Band,
which is the Salvation Army’s premier Australian brass
band. This appointment led to fulltime employment
with the Salvation Army at its Melbourne headquarters.
As a musician, Wayne has toured the USA, UK,
Switzerland, and the Philippines, with some of his
many highlights being marching in the Rose Bowl
Parade in Pasadena on a New Year's Day and down the
Mall in London. As well as this, he has played in five
Australian capital cities and many regional locations.
He has performed in such venues as Buckingham
Palace, Disneyland, the Royal Albert Hall, Londons O2
Arena, the Australian War Memorial and Melbourne’s
Hamer Hall. Neighbours and Hey Hey It’s Saturday are
two of the TV shows on which he has featured. As a
member of the Melbourne Staff Band, he has supported
such personalities as James Morrison, Idea of North
and Marina Prior, while he recently recorded an album
with Silvie Paladino. During his time with the Salvation
Army, Wayne has held various leadership positions and
continued to be involved in welfare activities such as

regular children’s camps.

ALEXIS BEARD

Alexis came to WHSPA from Mt St. Thomas
Primary School in 2001. Involved in school acrivities
from the stare, she took part in the musicals Hello Dolly
and Singin’ in the Rain, as well as being involved in the
SRC, pantomimes and drama ensembles. After leaving
school she completed a Diploma in Events Management
and then she travelled to South-East Asia and the USA.
Upon her return to Australia she commenced a Bachelor
of Early Childhood Education and Care, while working
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AYLIN BASOGLU Bachelor of Electrical Engineering at Wollongong

Aylin came to WHSPA from Gwynneville Primary University and graduated in 2016. An active sportsman,
where she had been school and sports caprain. Initially Mitchell has played in the top grade of both the Sydney,
she was a member of the dance discipline but soon with Moorebank-Liverpool club and Illawarra, for the
changed to dramatic arts, which she studied for the University of Wollongong club, hockey competitions. A
HSC. Very interested in sports and leadership, she was versatile player, he is at home art right half, centre half
a member of the SRC from year 7 to year 12. In year 9, and inside forward. In 2015 he roured Malaysia and
she gained an elected position on the Illawarra Regional Singapore with the Australian Open Mens Country
SRC and then gained a position on the State SRC for team, which played 12 martches in 15 days. He has a
two years. As school President of the SRC in year 11, Hockey Blue from the University of Wollongong.

Aylin took a keen interest in humanities and global

social justice issues. After the HSC, she was offered a NATASHA KANDILAS

scholarship at ANU in Canberra, but turned it down to Natasha has always had a passion for dance and in
study a double degree of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor her final year at WHSPA, she coordinated a whole-
of Commerce at the University of Wollongong. In this year flash move for her year 12 peers. With a strong
period she spent one year studying at a Dutch University, interest in languages, creativity and education, she
followed by some extensive travelling in Europe. completed a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Spanish
After graduating from the Universiry of Wollongong and a Graduate Diploma in Primary Education after she
with distinction in 2014, she landed her dream job, did well in the HSC. She began her career in education
working for a not-for-profit organisation called the in 2015, teaching casually and specifically worked
Australian Indigenous Mentoring Experience (AIME). with Indigenous and Special Needs students. In 2016,
This organisation secks to close the educational gap she began a permanent full-time teaching position at
between lndigcﬂnus and lml‘!-[udigelmuﬁ high school Wollongong West Public School.

students and the rate at which they complete school
and move into positive pathways, such as university. 201

Aylin works full-time for AIME and is the Programme

Coordinator for the Shoalhaven region (South Coast). ADAM NED
She is also studying towards gaining entry into a post Adam came from Port Kembla Primary and
graduate medicine course. auditioned as a drama student for WHSPA in 2006. Keen

to be involved in school activities as soon as possible, he
2010 was a member of the Students Representative Council

from year 7. During his time at high school, he assisted

MITCHELL HURRY in numerous fund raising events for the Starlight

Mitchell came from Pleasant ”L‘ighls Primary and Foundartion and Para Meadow school, assisting children
was accepted to WHSPA through the performing arts with disabilities. He also performed in various school
system as a saxophonist. After the HSC, he began a productions over his six years. Outside school, Adam
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Award in 2012. After the HSC, she won a scholarship to

the University of NSW where she studied for a Bachelor
of Arts/Commerce. During her time at the UNSW, she
became Vice-President of the Business Society, which is
a body for UNSW Business students. Jini will graduate
at the end of 2016 and recently began some part-time
work as a junior consultant with global management

consulting firm, Boston Consulting Group.
2013

NICHOLAS SIMOES DA SILVA

Born in Perth in 1995, Nicholas attended nine primary
schools around the world before moving to Wollongong,
shortly before he began at High School. He was accepted
into the performing arts programme for the saxophone at
WHS and while at the school, he was President of the SRC
and a member of the Mock Trial team. He was also a delegate
to the Australian School’s Constitutional Convention on

the recognition of Indigenous people in the Constitution.

In 2015, he was studying an LLB/Bachelor of

International Relations at the Australian National
University, where he is Vice-President of the Volunteering
Society. He also runs Fair Play for Canberra, which is an
organisation that advocartes for the rights of underpaid

workers.

EMILY JONES

Emily attended Balarang Primary in the Oak Flats
area and enrolled at WHSPA as a drama student in
2007. An active Performing Arts student, she received
the Arcadians’ Medallion, the Merrigong Theatre Award
and the 2009 Drama Company Award. Academically she
was one of the schools top achievers, gaining all band 6

passes in both the SC and the HSC. In her final year she

was the recipient of First Place Year 12, Student of the
Year and the Principal’s Award. During her gap year of
2014, she tutored HSC students at Lake Illawarra High
and was also employed as a drama company teacher at
WHSPA. In 2015 she began a double degree at ANU
after winning a scholarship. These were a Bachelor of
Politics, Philosophy and Economics and Bachelor of
Science (Resource and Environmental Management).
Currently she is women’s officer for ANU Labor Left
and a member of the ANU Women's department.
She has undertaken an Internship at Parliament House
with Federal Labor MP, Stephen Jones and towards the
end of 2015, spent several weeks volunteering at an

elephant rescue centre at Chiang Mai in Thailand.
2014

SACHITH PALLIMULLA

Born in Sri Lanka in 1996, Sachith was schooled in
both Sri Lanka and the UK before moving to Australia
in 2008, when he came into Year Seven at WHSPA.
Although he was academically orientated during his high
school years, he also represented the school in numerous
sporting activities. After being appointed school caprain,
he pioneered the WHSPA Environmental Commirtee,
which focussed on recycling, attitudes towards a cleaner
environment, leadership and community involvement.
Recently WHSPA has been labelled as a “clean school”.
In collaboration with his co-caprain Georgia, the vice-
captains, the SRC and staff, Sachith was instrumental in
developing a social media platform for the SRC. After
the HSC, Sachith began a Medical Science degree at the
University of Wollongong and hopes to pursue a career

in medicine, allied health and medical research.
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several Canberra Area Theatre Awards. After the HSC,
Jeremy plans to study Classical Voice at the Sydney

Conservatorium of Music.

OLIVIA BENIC

Olivia came from Figtree Heights Primary School
and has been involved in a wide range of activities since
her first day at WHSPA. She has supported students
through the Peer Support Programme, organised the
year 11 Op Shop ball and represented the school in
Basketball, Touch Football and the Mock Trial. She has

also won several academic awards, while in her position
as school captain; she has participated in a conference
with the Lord Mayor and a leadership forum with the
Director of Public Schools, Ms. Debbie Lowe. Her
diligent and caring nature has resulted in her being a
friend and a leader to the school’s student body. After
the HSC, she intends to study Humanitarian Law at the

University of Wollongong in 2017.
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NOTABLE STUDENTS

Brackets indicate Last Year at school (if known )

DAVID ASPDEN (1950)

David Cxp::rit:nccd an amazing career change. He
went from a painter and signwriter at ERS Port Kembla
to one of the world’s best abstract painters. Born in the
north of England on 1 May 1935, he came to Australia
with his family in early 1950, when he enrolled at
WHS. After just the one year at the school, he passed
his Intermediate Examination in November 1950 and left
to take up a painting apprenticeship in heavy industry
at ERS Port Kembla. During his 12 years in this job,
he dabbled in landscape painting and was recognized
favourably in Sydney art circles during the early 1960s.
He moved to Sydney in 1962 and did some signwriting
work, before he had his first solo exhibition at Warters
Gallery in 1965. Two more exhibitions quickly followed
and David was soon in the vanguard of Australia’s formal
colour abstractionists. Two of his works were included in
the National Gallery of Victoria exhibition in 1968 and
as carly as 1970, he was described as Australias leading
colour painter. In 1971 he was awarded a Gold Medal at
the Sao Paulo biennale. He exhibited in 16 Wynne prizes
between 1977 and 1998, winning in 1995. In 1971, he
lived in Brazil and Mexico, while in 1971 and 1972 he
was in France and the UK. He came back to Sydney in
1973, living at Rozelle until he died on 26 June 2005,
aged 70. His collections are represented in the National
Gallery of Australia, as well as every State Gallery and

the Northern Territory. His work is also found in regional

galleries including the Gold Coast, Wollongong and
the Southern Highlands and can also be found in the
Australian Parliament House in Canberra, as well as the
NSW State Parliament.

DREW BAILEY (1993)

Born in February 1976, Drew began in the Australian
Film Industry in 1994 as an assistant editor and soon after
worked in London for the BBC as a camera assistant.
He has worked as an assistant director on more than 30
feature Alms, including the Matrix II and III, X Men
Origins, Wolverine, The Last Samurai, Blood Diamond
and Charlotte’s Web. Drew produced his first short feature
film, Black Canvas, in 1995 and since then has produced
several others, including Miracle Fish in 2010 which was
nominated for an Academy Award and won an AACTA
Award, and Purple Flowers and Flyboy. In 2014, he co-

produced the Australian Sci-Fi feature Film, Terminus.

NATALIE BASSINGTHWAIGHTE (1993)

Natalie was born on 1 September 1975 and is one of
Australia’s most versatile entertainers, achieving success as
an actress, musician, presenter and author. As an actress,
she is well known for her role as the dynamic lzzy Hoyland
in the iconic television series, Neighbours (2003-2007).
She also appeared in Neighbours' 30th Anniversary
special early in 2016. Her other acting work includes
the third installment of the hit series, Underbelly: The
Golden Mile, The Lost World and in 2016 she appeared

in Network Ten’s biopic, Brock, alongside Martc Le Nevez.
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HARRY BUSH (1926)

One of the many great all-round sportsmen who
came from Wollongong High, Harry and his wife, Hazel,
died on 31 August 1978, aged 67, when their plane
crashed into the Grand Canyon during a sightseeing
flight. Harry was not only the school senior swimming
champion in 1929, but he was also one of the best in
NSW, winning a NSW Country 440 yards title. He was
the school’s best Rugby League player and began playing
first grade as a centre in the Group 7 competition in
his last school year. On 25 May 1935, he represented
Country Firsts against NSW and was on the short list for
Australian selection when a serious leg injury resulted in
his retirement. He was also a local tennis champion, a
low handicap golfer, a first grade cricketer, an athletic
sprint champion and the first President of Shellharbour
Surf Life Saving Club. At the time of his death, Harry
was the owner of Shellharbour’s Ocean Beach Hortel,
which was still standing in 2015.

EMMA CIUFO (2003)

Born in 1985 in Wollongong, Emma artended
WHSPA as a clarinetist and actor. In the 2003 HSC,
she topped the state in both Music and Drama and
then enrolled at Sydney University on an Academic
Scholarship to study for a Bachelor of Arts. She
completed her BA (Media and Communications) in
2007 with Distinction. A professional writer, editor and
digital strategist for fashion, beauty and lifestyle, she
interned at Vogue UK and during the past few years,
has held high-level positions for prestigious publications
and brands such as Grazia Australia, InStyle Australia,
Harpers Bazaar Australia and Michael Kors USA.
Since early 2015, she has been Senior Content Editor
for Harpers Bazaar, USA, which is America’s oldest
fashion magazine. Living in Brooklyn, New York, she
continues to pursue acting when she is not working
and was a featured extra in Baz Luhrmann’s, The Great
Gatsby (2013). She studies the Meisner technique at
various schools in New York City. Two other members
of Emma’s family attended WHSPA. Her father, Philip
(born in 1961) is an Associate Professor in the School
of Electrical, Computer and Telecommunications
Engineering at the University of Wollongong, while her
younger sister Sophie (born in 1988), is a Legal Counsel
at MTV Australia.

CHARMIAN CLIFT (1938)
Born on 30 August 1923 at Kiama, Charmian
finished 12th from 191 South Coast Primary students

who sar for the entrance exam to WHS on 26 October

1934. From an early age, she not only excelled in her
academic work, but she was also an outstanding athlete
and dancer. The local Kiama Independent newspaper on
14 January 1933, published an outstanding poem she
had written about the Blowhole, and she was just nine
at the time. She attended WHS from 1935 to the end of
1938 and in this period she was junior girls swimming
and athletics champion and won several prizes for firsc
place in various subjects. At the girls' combined high
schools swimming carnival at Sydney’s Domain baths on
11 March 1938, she and four other girls helped WHS
to win the champion NSW Country school prize. In
the 1938 Intermediate, she scored three As plus four Bs
and this allowed her to complete a shorthand and typing
course at the local Neaves’ Business College in 1939. A
very attractive young lady, she won the NSW title in
Pix magazine’s Beach girl quest in May 1941 and then
soon moved to Sydney, where she worked as an usherette
at the Minerva Theatre Kings Cross. In April 1943,
she enlisted in the Australian Women’s Army Service,
serving with the 15th Australian Heavy Anti-Aircraft
Battery in Sydney. She was promoted to Lieutenant in
August 1944 and was moved to Land Headquarters in
Melbourne. It was at this time, while editing an army
magazine, she began to write and publish short stories.
While working with the Melbourne Angus newspaper
after the War, she met War Correspondent George Henry
Johnston, whom she married at the Manly Courthouse
on 7 August 1947. The couple combined to write “High
Valley” and this won the Sydney Morning Herald’s
2,000 pounds prize for 1948. In carly 1951, George
and Charmian, plus their son and daughter, moved
to London where she was in charge of the Associated
Newspaper Services. In late 1954 the family moved to
the Greek island of Kalimnos and soon after to the island
of Hydra. It was from this time she began writing novels,
while her husband was doing the same. He wrote * My
Brother Jack” in 1964 and this won the Miles Franklin
Award. Among Charmian’s very successful novels were
“Mermaid Singing”, * Peel Me a Lotus” and “Honour’s
Mimic”. When the family returned to Australia in
1964, she was soon engaged to write regularly for the
Herald and a Melbourne paper. She wrote essays on
such topics as the Vietnam War conscription, the Greek
Junta and world hunger. In 1965, 36 of these essays
were collected into a book called “Images in Aspic”. In
late 1968 she received a six months Commonwealth
Literary Fund Fellowship and used this to continue
with a book called, “The End of the Morning”,
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first computer, CSIRAC. In the late 1950s, Brian was
asked to head a group to develop receivers for the Parkes’
64-metre radio telescope. To gain experience in this field,
he spent time at Harvard University in the USA, where
he built a maser receiver for an 18-metre telescope. In the
1970s, he joined the team working on the development of
an international microwave approach and landing guiding
system and remained with this group until he retired as a
senior principal research scientist in 1978. Born in 1917,
Brian passed away on 20 June 1999, aged 81. He and Pat

were married for 52 years and had two daughters and a son.

Jocette Coote

JOCETTE COOTE (1993)

After the HSC, Jocette studied classical music at
Macquarie University, playing the oboe. After receiving
a modeling contract around 1995, she was scouted
by the Storm agency (Kate Moss Agency) in London
and her career took off. Since then she has worked all
over the globe, including London, New York, Paris,
Germany, Japan, Hong Kong, Brussels and Canada.
Over the years, she has worked for many leading
magazines such as Vogue, Harper's Bazaar, Marie
Claire, Oyster, Frankie, Eve, Woman and Home, and
Tatler. In 2015 she completed her 10th successive year
as the International face of Nivea. As well as this, she
has worked with many well known Beauty Houses such
as Nivea Visage, Shiseido, Max Factor, Pantene, Nivea
Sun and Nivea Hair. Jocette has also worked for Fashion
Week in Australia, London and Hong Kong. She has
been the face of Westfield, Seafolly, Berlei, Bendon,
Katie’s, Sussan, Perer Alexander, Gossard, David
Jones, Myers, Goldmark, Virgin Airlines, Debnham’s
Department Store and Dorchester. Not only is she an
extremely successful model, but she is also a talented
actress, working in Water Rats, Shannon Noll’s music

video  Drive ‘ and a Delta Goodrem music video.

NICHOLAS COWDERY (1960)

AM, QC, BA, LLB, Hon LLD, FAAL, Hon FACBS.
Nicholas came from Fairy Meadow Primary to WHS in
1958 and after passing the Intermediate in 1960, enrolled
at Sydney Grammar in 1961 for his final two years of
high school. While at WHS, he played soccer, was a fair
middle-distance runner and learnt to swim properly; as
well as enjoying debating and acting. After completing
the Leaving Certificate in 1962 he graduated in Arts/Law
from Sydney University where he was a resident of St.
Paul’s College. He is now an Honorary Academic Fellow
of St. Paul’s and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of
Laws from the University of Wollongong in 2011. He
is a past President of the Old Sydneians Union, which
is the alumni association of Sydney Grammar. In 1971,
Nicholas was admitted as a Barrister and began practising
as a pub|ic defender in PapuafNew Guinea, [ravelling
on circuit throughout the country. Back in Sydney in
1975, he entered private practice as a Barrister where
he remained until 1994, appearing in most Australian
jurisdictions (and being admitted as a member of the
Irish Bar). After becoming a Queen’s Counsel in 1987,
he served as an Associate Judge of the District Court
for periods in 1988, 1989 and 1990. He was appointed
as the NSW Director of Public Prosecutions in 1994
and ended his 16 plus year tenure in this high ofhce
in March 2011. In 2001 he published a book titled
“Getting Justice Wrong: myths, media and crime,” which
is still used in Legal Studies. (Nicholas is the only non-
teacher Life Member of the Legal Studies Association
of NSW). He was founding Co-Chair of the Human
Rights Institute of the International Bar Association
from 1995 to 2000 and was elected President of the
International Association of Prosecutors in 1999 and re-
elected for a second three-year term in 2002. He teaches
at Universities and holds a number of honorary academic
positions, including Adjunct Professor of Law at the
University of Sydney, Visiting Professorial Fellow at the
University of NSW and the University of Wollongong’s
Law Faculties, plus Adjunct Professor at Charles Sturt
University. He is a member of the NSW Sentencing
Council and Board of the Rule of Law Institute of
Australia. He is the Chair of White Ribbon Australia
and a legal expert consultant to the Commonwealth
Secretariat in London, as well as a consultant to Rule
of Law projects in developing countries worldwide.
He is an Ambassador and Campaign Champion of
the Justice Reinvestment for Aboriginal Young People
Campaign. He is also a Fellow of the Australian

Academy of Law and a member of Australian Skeptics.
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She then attended Wollongong High until the end of the

War when she returned to Croker Island. Lorna’s bush
name was Minpirmngully, although she had a white
father. Over the years she has worked direlessly for her
fellow Indigenous people and became a Health Educator.
After developing the “Strong Women, Strong Babies and
Strong Culture” program, she was awarded the 2000
Australian Achiever Award. In mid 2008 at Tennant
Creek, Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, handed Lorna
“Nanna” Fejo a framed replica of his Stolen Generations
Apology Speech, while the Charles Darwin Research
and Innovation Award followed in 2009. Lorna had 11
children, of whom seven survived. In 2015, she had 23

grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren.

Lorna Fejo and Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

JUSTIN FERMINO (2005)

Justin began playing the saxophone at just 12
years of age and is now one of Australia’s leading
saxophonists and clarinetists. After gaining a Diploma

of Jazz Performance while still at Wollongong High,

he moved to Sydney and completed a Bachelor of

Music (Jazz Performance) in 2010. That same year, he
recorded his first album and since then he has recorded
and released several albums under his own name or the
names of his projects. In 2012/14, he was nominated
as artistic director for the Jazzgroove Association, which
is a not for pmﬁr organization promoting improvised
Jazz music. In 2015, he worked as a composer and
bandleader for seven different ensembles, including the
Cope Street Parade, and Hi Tops Brass Band, as well as
Jim Conway’s Big Wheel, Ben Walsh’s Crusty Suitcase
Band, Dick and Christa Hughes, Vintage Quartestra,
Danny G Felix Project, The Strides, Ben Panucci Sepret,
Cumbiamufhin and Kid Confucius. The performing
highlights of Justin's career include playing alongside
such artists as Leroy Jones, Lulo Reinhardt, Bob
Barnard, James Morrison, lan Date, Bernie McGann,
Jim Conway, Geoff Bull, Jason Marshalls, Bobby Singh,

Dan Barnett, James Greening and Judy Bailey.

ASHLEY FISHER (1993)

Born at Wollongong on 25 September 1975, Ashley
played on the world professional tennis circuit from
1998 undil retiring in October 2011. He was a doubles
specialist and along with American, Tripp Phillips,
reached the semi finals of the 2006 US ritles. With
Nikolay Davydenko as his partner, he played in the 2004
Wimbledon Quarter Finals. His highest world doubles
ranking was 19th in June 2009 and as he didn't play too
many singles matches, his best singles world ranking was
489th in July 2000. Ashley won three ATP Tour titles.
These were at Amersfoort, Holland in July 2003 with
Australian Devin Bowen, Beijing China in September
2007 with South African Rick de Voest and Indianapolis
USA with Tripp Phillips in July 2008. Again with Tripp
Phillips, he won an ATP International Series Gold
Tournament at Tokyo Japan in October 2006. Ashley's

total career prize money was US $778,883.

THOMAS FRAME (1978)

Born in Sydney on 7 October 1962, Tom came to
Wollongong High in 1975 as Dux of West Wollongong
Primary. He left after the School Certificate and joined
the Royal Australian Naval College, HMAS Creswell,
as a lG-year-old junior cader midshipman in January
1979. Graduating from the RAN College in December
1983, he completed his studies in Chinese History and
Economics at UNSW with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
and the inaugural W] Liu Memorial Prize. He was then
the inaugural Summer Vacation scholarship winner at
the Australian War Memorial. After completing his naval
training, he was appointed as research officer to the Chief
of Navy Staff in 1988. Two years later he began a PhD,
which he completed in October 1991. Resigning from
the RAN in November 1992, Tom completed a Master
of Theology degree and trained for the Priesthood in the
Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn. He was ordained
in December 1993 and appointed curate of St. John's
Church in Wagga and a Visiting Scholar at Charles Sturt
University. In 1996 he ook two years leave in England
where he completed a Master of Arts (Honours) in Applied
[heology at the University of Kent. Over the next few years
he served as the Rector at Bungendore in early 1999, part-
time lecturer atr St. Mark’s National Theological Centre,
as well as becoming a visiting fellow in the school of
Astronomy and Astrophysics at ANU from 1999 to 2003.
On 28 June 2001, he was consecrated Bishop and became
the first full-time Anglican Bishop of the Australian
Defence Force. He was the youngest Anglican Bishop in

Australia and the fifth youngest in the nation’s history.
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Columbia in Canada, followed by three months at Ohio
State University. His research led him to travel overseas
to many countries including Canada, USA, UK, several
Asian countries, Italy and Tonga. He became a Professor
at Macquarie and Head of the School of Computing. On
retirement, he worked as a volunteer guide at Sydney's
Botanic Gardens, while he was a long-term member of
local environment group, STEP, at Turramurra and also
GETUP. He signed up to have his brain and spinal cord
donated to Schizophrenia Research and this was done

the day after his death on 23 August 2015, aged 75.

SIR WILLIAM KILPATRICK (1921)

CBE, KBE, AC- Bill was born at Surrey Hills on
27 December 1906, and after passing the Qualifying
Examination at Corrimal Primary in 1917, came to
WHS in 1918 and finished at the end of 1921. He
began work as a clerk ar Corrimal-Balgownie Colliery
in 1921 and did this job for about five years before
moving to Sydney to join Pincombe Ltd. Doing part-
time study, he qualified in accounting, auditing and
commercial law and this allowed him to rise quickly
in the company, being appointed company secretary
and assistant manager in 1927. After marrying Alice
Strachan from Austinmer in October 1932, the couple

moved to Melbourne in 1933 when he was appointed

as director and manager of the Victorian branch of

Pincombe Ltd. On 23 February he joined the RAAF
(Service Number 254428) and was commissioned as
a Flight/Lieutenant on 1 October 1943. He served

as an Identification Officer in a number of fighter

sectors in the South Pacific. In January 1945, he was
promoted to Squadron Leader. After the War, in 1946,
Bill established his own import company, Business
Equipment Holdings, which, when bought by the
American company Litton in 1965, employed more
than 1,000 people in 30 offices around Australia. He also
had many investments in property, plastics and dairy
companies. From the mid 1950s until his death on 25
May 1985, he campaigned endlessly on health issues. He
was founder President of the Australian Cancer Society
(1961) and World Chairman of the Finance Council
for the International Union Against Cancer (1962).
He was also a Vice-President of the Australian National
Hearr Foundation (1960) and Chairman of the National
Drug Education Committee (1970). One of Australia’s
greatest Philanthropists, he was awarded a CBE (1958),
a KBE (1965) and an AC (1981). In 1977, Melbourne
University awarded him an honorary Doctorate of Laws.
He and his wife had three daughters and a son. Bill had
an uncle, also William John, who fought in the Middle
East during World War One (Service Number 4302)
and an older brother James, born on 19 January 1905,
who died in a Japanese Prisoner of War Camp in Borneo

on 3 April 1945, Service Number NX26125.

ELEANOR KNAGGS (1952)

Eleanor holds a unique place in Illawarra legal history.
As Eleanor Pennay, she was the first Wollongong woman
to be admitred as a solicitor of the NSW Supreme Court
and the first local woman to establish her own pracrice.

She came to WHS as Dux of Wollongong Primary in
gong )
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Now basically retired, Kip leaves the running of the
company to his son, Storm, who is CEO, although he
remains the Chairman and still does some consulting

work.

Over the past few years, Kip has pursied his hobbics of
horse racing, painting. fine dining and travelling with
his parmner, Lillic. He lives on Newcastle beach in 3
modern and spacious penthouse with excellent views.

FAITH McKINNON (1992)

Born at Mclbourne in Seprember 1974, Faith came
to the Mawarra district with her family, as a young girl.
She attended West Wollongong Primary and enrolled at
WHS in 1987. After the HSC, she completed a Bachelor
of Arts at Charles Sturr University in Bathurst, majoring
in Communications and Media Studies. Her first role in
television was as a production assistant for ABC TV's,
“The 7.30 Report” and after this she moved on 1o the
position of Script Co-ordinator on the television serial
drama, 'Breakers”. In 2002, she worked in England as
scripe editor and story editor for several TV dramas.
On returning to Austealia, she began 2 position as
script editor on the medical drama, ‘All Saims’, before
being promoted to scripr producer on Australia’s iconic
and long running serial. ‘Home and Away’. Over
recent years, she has written for numcrous Australian
dramas, including "Winners and Losers', "Neighbours'
and “Tricky Business’. Faith currently works as a story
consultant and scriptwriter for 'Home and Away” and
most recently began a stint as 4 guest lecturer at the
Australian Film Television and Radio School,

KEN McMULLEN (1918)

Ken was the son ot the schools first Headmaster,
Frank McMullen and like his father, was a good all-
round sportsman. Coming from Wollongong Superior
School, he was a pupil ar WHS for just one year, 1918
in first form and then wansferred o Maidland Boys
High in 1919 when his father was moved there as
Headmaster, Barn on 7 April 1904, Ken did the Leaving
ar Maitdand Boys in 1923, scoring four Bs. He worked
on a farm at Maitland for a year before going 1o New
Guinea in October 1925 as a Cader Parrol Ofthicer. He
began working as a Patrol Otlicer from December 1928
and in late September 1930, he retuened 1o Australia
to marry Rita Schoficld, his school sweetheart from
Mauland, in Sydney on 1 October. The couple began
living in Rabaul after their honeymoon and Ken moved
into Government Administration. When World War
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Two began, Ken enlisted at Milae Bay in New Guinea
(Service Number NGX371) and was with the Australian
New Guinea Administration unit (ANGAU). As Liaison
Officer to the American Sixth Army, Licutenant Colonel
McMullen formed detachments which were organized
as military units arached to rask forces. He personally
supervised training and established effective supply and
administrative procedures. These detachments proved so
useful they were accepted as a model for other units. At
the end of the War, the Americans awarded him a Medal
of Freedom with a Bronze Star. He also was given the
Pacific Star, the British War Medal and the Australian
Services Medal. Ken died at Glencoe, near Glen Innes
on 20 March 1978, aged 73. Ken's younger brother,
Colin Campbell McMullen, was 00 young to attend
WHS while in Wollongong. He completed the Leaving
in 1926 at Fort Streer Boys high with Honours in Maths
1, an A and five Bs and then graduated with a Bachelor of
Veterinary Science from Sydney University where he had
been a representative rugby union player. After training
and completing a pilot’s course with the NSW Citizens
Air Force he went to England in February 1935 and
joined the RAF soon after he arrived (Service Number
32118). He became a Flight Licutenant in November
1936, a Squadron Leader in December 1938, a Test
Pilor in May 1940 and a Wing Commander in 1943,
in charge of number 109 Squadron. He was awarded
an Air Force Cross in December 1942, Air Autache in
Bangkok for two years from January 1947, he was put
in charge of number 81 group on 30 January 1954, Just
I8 days later, on 17 February 1954 he died in his car
from a heart areack. Born on 22 August 1908, Colin
was just 45.

BARRY MCQUINN (1973)

Barey left WHS in 1973, spent 1974 labouring at
the Port Kembla steelworks and was accepred into the
NIDA Production Course in 1975, On graduation he
was employed as a stage manager by Mclbourne Theatre
Company, for 4 years before travelling o Europe. Here
he worked as a stage and production manager for a
few vears before returning to Australia as production
manager company manager and occasionally director,
in the commercial theatre world. Peoductions included
Noises Off. Catholic School Girls, The Rocky Harror Show,

Gadls, The Admar and Steaming.

In 1985 he returned to NIDA as lecturer in Stage
Management. tking over as Head of the Production

Course the following year.  He remained tor ten



years. He is still connected to NIDA through Board
for almost 4 decades.

In 1994 he was Production Manager on the
Australian premiere of Beauty and the Beast, followed by

Showboat, The Boy From Oz, and Sisterella.

In 1996 he joined Back Row Productions to produce

and manage a number of shows at the Adelaide Festival.
Later that same year he returned to London with their
production of Tap Dags, and was appointed Managing
Director of, and took a shareholding in, the company.
In 1999 Back Row was acquired by Clear Channel, the
largest entertainment company in the world. Barry was
appointed Creative Direcror, Europe with the brief to
nurture and expand markets for North American shows,
and to find and develop European productions for North
America. Productions such as Fosse, Matthew Bournes
Swan Lake, Chicago, Beauty and the Beast ... even Cats!
After 5 years in the corporate world he established my
own independent company - initially Back Row, now

RGM Productions. Shows produced and managed
&

by him through RGM include the world premiere of

Ingmar Bergman’s Through A Glass Darkly with the
Almeida Theatre in London and the Atlantic theatre
in New York, the UK rour and Canadian premiere of
THE TWO WORLDS OF CHARLIE F and the iconic
South African dance show GUMBOOTS.

He is an original (and lead) producer of Priscilla Queen
of the Desert, the Musical and has overseen every
international production - 23 until now. Priscilla
launched in Australia in 2006 and played Sydney (two
seasons), Melbourne and Auckland. The show ran for
three years in London’s West End and was seen by over
600,000 people on Broadway. There have been seasons
in Milan and Rome, Sao Paulo, Stockholm, Athens,
Buenos Aires, Seoul, Amsterdam, Manila, Madrid,
Singapore and tours of North American, UK and ltaly.
New productions are planned for Tokyo, Copenhagen,
Munich, Paris, Cape Town and Johannesburg, Bangkok

and Hong Kong.

PAMELA MILDENHALL (1965)
Coming from Coniston Primary, Pamela studied
piano and was very successful in local eisteddfods as a

singer. At WHS, she sang in the choir, which she was

the inaugural students at Wollongong Conservatorium,

membership, with an unbroken relationship extending

given the opportunity to conduct in fifth year. One of

she gained her Licentiate in Singing with Distinction.
After school, she graduated from Wollongong Teachers
College and then rtaught at several public schools,
before working at Kincoppal at Rose Bay. In 1981,
she graduated as the top student, both academically
and performance, with a BA Music from the Canberra
School of Music. During this period she taught ar the

Goulburn Teachers College.

In 1982, she was won a scholarship, plus a travel

grant from the Australian opera, to study in Europe.
From 1983 to 2009, she was based in Vienna, Austria
and performed widely in recital, oratorio and baroque
opera, as well as directing the United Nations Choir.
As the principal soprano in the vocal ensemble, ‘La
Cappella Vienna," she toured extensively throughout
Europe. As a soloist, Pamela worked with such well-
known conductors as Leonard Bernstein, Sir Charles
Mackerras, Nikolas Harnoncourt and Rene Clemencic,

performing in many of Europe’s major concert halls.

From 1991 to 2003, she was a vocal teacher at the
prestigious University of Performing Arts ‘Mozarteum’
in Salzburg, as well as being a juror for both national
and international competitions in Austria and ltaly.
She has also taught as a guest lecturer at both Canberra
School of Music and Wollongong University. Since
returning permanently to Australia, Pamela has been
teaching at NIDA, as well as directing the Wollongong
vocal ensemble, ‘Con Voci’, and maintaining a privarte

teaching studio.
f
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faculty member at the Canberra School of Music, he
now conducts master classes with his group at schools,
universities and festivals, both in Australia and overseas.
His fondest memory from his time at WHSPA is playing
the Tin Man in Heather Pulsford’s 1986 production of
the Wizard of Oz. His older brother, David, also attended
WHS and has had a very successful career in Musical
Theatre. David finished at WHSPA in 1985.

Andrew F:II_';“.’_ Julie-Anne Henry and Troy Keen in
The Wizard of Oz 1986

DANIEL POTTER (2004)

WHSPA provided Daniel, a former student of
Gwynneville Primary, with his first exposure to Performing
Arts as a behind the scenes worker with technical crews.
After beginning in the industry at just age 15, as a part-
time lighting technician at IPAC, he quickly transitioned
into event logistics and management after leaving school.
This resulted in forming and leading a collective of
young creative and event professionals, who were mostly
WHSPA alumni, to manage production and events for
clients in the Sydney and Wollongong regions. In late
2007, Daniel became the Production Coordinator for the
Merrigong Theatre Company and in 2008 moved up to
Production Services Manager with Merrigong. In 2010,
he was a part of a Merrigong Executive team that won a
Drovers Award for Excellence as a Theatre Presenter. In
2012, he was picked up by Belvoir to work as the Venue
and Production Manager and soon after this, Belvoir
named him as the company’s Head of Production, which
he held until 2015. In this role, he worked extensively
with some of Australia’s most renowned theatre makers
and administrators, leading production and creative
teams to numerous opening nights throughour Australia
and also overseas. Currently, Daniel is the Execurive
Director/CEO of Shopfront Arts Co Op in Sydney. He

holds a Bachelor in Arts and Entertainment Management

with Distinction from Deakin University.

THE PUCKEY SISTERS

The three sisters were the daughters of Courtney
Puckey, who, in the early 1900s, bought the land, which
is known today as the Puckey Estate. It is on the northern
bank of Fairy Creck about one kilometre from North
Wollongong Surf Club. He built a home on the property,
known as Seafield, for his family and constructed a
saltworks around 1905, to extract salt from seawater.
Courtney was born in England and came to Australia in
the early 1890s. He moved to Wollongong around 1897
and began working as a pharmacist in Crown Street. In
1897, he married his wife Grace Spence, who was born in
Bega and was a teacher at Balgownie school. A few years
later he bought the pharmacy in which he worked and
it became known as Puckey’s Pharmacy. Courtney and

Grace had three daughters

MARY PUCKEY (1917) MBE

She was born on 17 February 1898 and attended
Wollongong Central School. Around 1913, she was a
secondary student but in those days, the high school pupils
attended Wollongong Centralalongwith the primary pupils.
In 1916, she did the Leaving while at Wollongong
Central and scored six Bs. She did the exam a second
time the next year, while at WHS and this time, she
obtained Honours in French, two As and four Bs.
Mary began her medical studies at Sydney University
in 1918 and by 1925, she had completed a Bachelor of
Medicine, a Master of Surgery and a Graduate Diploma
in Public Health. Soon after graduating, she moved to
Adelaide, where she worked as a medical inspector of
schools in the South Australian Education Department
from 1925 until 1937. Then she was appointed as
a bacteriologist and assistant medical officer at the
Metropolitan Infectious Disease Hospital in Adelaide
from 1937 to 1940 and acted as medical superintendent
during this period. On 29 January 1941, she began
as Chief Executive Officer, which was later renamed
General Superintendent, for the Rachel Forster Hospital
for Women and Children, at Redfern in Sydney. (Rachel
Forster closed down around 2000, with the parients
moving to nearby Royal Prince Alfred). Mary was the
first woman in Australia to be in charge of a hospital.
She established a sound medical records system at her
hospital and was the driving force behind the creation
of the NSW Association of Medical Records in 1949,

In che late 1940s and early 1950s, she travelled overseas
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effort by Flying Officer Randall succeeded in flying it clear.
In the face of an extremely harassing situation this officer

displayed courage and skill of a high order.”

LEIGH SCOTT (2009)

Leigh completed the HSC with a band six pass for
his self-written Individual performance, “The Princess
and the Penis”, for which he was selected to perform on
stage. Since then he has appeared in many Australian
TV series including Home and Away, Project Schoolies
and Double Take, as well as starring in numerous
commercials. In 2015, he wrote, directed and produced
the parody musical of Jurassic Park, ‘Jurassic: That
is One Big Pile of Musical.” This show sold-out its
premiere season in Wollongong, while it was critically
acclaimed for its debut on the Sydney Fringe Festival,
where it won the People’s Choice Award from more
than 360 productions. Following this, Leigh gained
representation in Los Angeles, where he now lives,
pursuing his acting, writing and voice over career. In
Los Angeles, he has been employed as head writer, where

he writes and stars in original content.

KEITH SHADWICK (1969)

Keith was born in London on 24 July 1951 and migrated
to Wollongong with his family in 1961. He came to WHS
in 1964 in first year and completed the HSC in 1969
with three level one passes, two level threes and General
Studies. In his final year, he topped English and completed
a Bachelor of Arts with an English Literature major at
Sydney University in 1972. An excellent saxophonist, he
was involved in a band, named King Biscuit, while still at
WHS and he continued this while at University. He and
drummer Gary Norwell, also a former WHS student,
later recorded for RCA as Sun Records, with Renee Geyer.
After moving to Melbourne in the carly 1970s, he landed
a job as an announcer at a FM radio station, as well as
becoming a member of the Bleeding Hearts Rock group,
who recorded the Album, "What Happened', in 1976.
In 1978 he returned to London where he became the
editor of the Music Trades International magazine and
in 1984 he became the main classical music buyer for
the WH Smith chain. In 1985 he was appointed Head
of Marketing for RCA Classics, where he revitalized the
company’s back catalogue as well as promoting the careers
of guirarist Julian Bream and cellist Julian Lloyd Webber.
His growing experience in both classical and jazz marketing
led to the position in 1989 of General Manager for Koch
International. By 1992, with the support of his Art writer

wife Alison Cole, he went freelance, becoming the jazz

section cditor of Gramophone and presented the Classic
Verdict CD review program on Classic FM. Further radio
shows followed on Classic FM and the BBC World Service,
as well as two editions of the Gramophone Jazz Good CD
guide (1995 and 1997) and a number of reference books.
Acclaimed biographies of Bill Evans (2002), Jimi Hendrix
(2003) and Led Zeppelin (2005) were very successful.
Around 2004 he began fighting a rare and aggressive form
of asbestos-induced cancer, called Mesothelioma. He wrote
about this in the English national press, addressed a House
of Commons select committee and campaigned tirelessly
to raise awareness of this disease. He passed away on 28
July 2008, aged 57 and in the last six months or so of his
life, he completed his sixth and seventh books of poetry,
called “Before I Left” and “Just Here”, as well as finishing
his solo album, “Free Time”, which was released on
Candid Records. His obituary in the London Independent
Newspaper, described him as a Writer, Broadcaster,

Musician and Poet.

NIKKI SHIELS

Since graduating from
the Victorian  College
of Ars in 2009, Nikki
has appeared on stage in
various  productions  for
Griffin Theatre, Melbourne
Theatre Company,
Malthouse Theatre, Bell
Shakespeare, Black Sequin
Productions, Arts House,
The  Daniel
Ensemble, Theatre
Works, lLa Mama and
the Melbourne International Arts Festival. Her film and

Schlusser

Nikki Shiels

television credits include Neighbours, House Husbands,
Perfect Fair, Childhood’s End, The Greatest Love of All,
Little Acorns, Rush IV and Fred Scepisi’s feature, “The Eye
of the Storm’. In 2015, she trained with Clown Master,
Philippe Gaulier in Paris and was the recipient of the
Martin Bequest Travelling Scholarship for acting. Her
other awards include, the Mike Walsh Fellowship 2013,
Green Room Award Nominations in 2011 and 2012 for
Best Actress in the Independent Theatre Category for
her work in Madeleine and the Unspoken Word's * Joe,
* while in 2008, the prestigious Richard Pratt Memorial
Scholarship (VCA). In 2016, Vikki performed in the world
premiere of the stage adaptation of Picnic at Hanging Rock
for Malthouse Theatre and as Viola in Twelfth Night for

the Belvoir St. Theatre.
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NSW Rugby League (The Blues), Canon Australia and
Jupiter’s Casino on the Gold Coast. They co-ordinated
the launch of the Star Casino in Sydney with headlining
acts Diana Ross, Tom Jones and Michael Crawford and
designed and managed The Star Casino float in the
annual Chinese New Year street parade which is the
largest event of its kind outside of Mainland China with
a crowd of 150,000 people, and was the Event designer
and producer for the Australian Celebration of the 60th
Anniversary of Chinese National Day on the Sydney
Opera House Forecourt attended by 15,000+ with

onstage performances by over 225 performers.

LORRAINE SMITH (1978)

Lorraine began playing the violin at seven years of age
and over the years, her teachers included John Gould, Ernest
Llewellyn and Dorel Tincu. After the HSC, she graduated
from the NSW Conservatorium of Musicwith Meritin 1982.

She joined the Australian Chamber Orchestra and
played with this group for 13 years. She has performed
all over the world with elite musicians including Isaac
Stern, Christopher Hogwood, Kiri te Kanawa. Franz
Bruggen , Andreas Scholl, Sir Charles Mackerras and
Oliver Messiaen. In addition, she was convenor and lead
violinist of the ACO Education Program. A founding
member of the Australian Brandenburg Orchestra,
she is also the Concert Master of the Macquarie
Philharmonia. She toured throughout Australia for
Musica Viva, for many years giving concerts and master
classes in schools. She also worked in commercial music,
for Channel 9, recording and performing with groups
such as INXS, Human Narture and Led Zeppelin, for
films and jingle music. Lorraine has also taught at
the NSW Conservatorium, Wollongong University
and Conservatorium. Now married to singer William
Moxey, the couple and their sons live in Orange where
she is Head of a highly successful strings program at
Kinross Wollaroi school encompassing students from
pre-prep to Year 12. She continues to perform with the
Australian Brandenburg Orchestra and in 2016, became
a tutor for the Australia Youth Orchestra,

JACK SOMERVILLE (1929)

Jack attended Unanderra Primary where his father
was the Headmaster. A brilliant scholar from an early
age, Jack came first in NSW for Mathematics in the 1929
Leaving and was the first WHS student to gain a first
place in NSW, in any subject. In the 1929 Leaving, he
scored First Class Honours in Maths I and Physics plus
four As and a B. He was the School Dux, finishing first in

each of his seven subjects. A good athlete, Jack was junior
swimming champion in 1927. After high school, he
completed a BSc at Sydney University and then in 1936
he finished at BA at Cambridge University in England.
From 1938 to late 1940 and again from 1946 to 1953, he
was a senior lecturer at New England University. During
the War years, he was assistant director of the radio
physics training school at Sydney University from 1941
to 1945. He was awarded a PhD in Science from Sydney
University in 1953 and from late 1953 until he passed
away on 15 October 1964, he was Professor of Physics at
New England University. He returned to WHS in 1956
to speak to the senior students.

TOM THOMPSON (1971)

David John Tom Thompson was born on 21 October
1953 in Parkes. His father worked with the Main Roads
Department and he spent his primary school days in
Broken Hill. The family moved to Wollongong in 1966
and Tom enrolled at WHS as a second year boy. At high
school, he was an active contributor to the Gleam, as
well as forming a band named King Biscuit with Keith
Shadwick, Gary Norwell and Allan Vander Linden.
In 1969, he wrote the Wollongong column for Go-Set
magazine. After gaining two Level One passes, two Level
Twos, a Level Three and General Studies in the 1971
HSC, Tom began working as a freclance journalist. Over
the years he has written 14 books including Growing up
in the Sixties (1986), which was written for ABC radio,
Hors Texte (1997) and Hurstville Oval (2002). Tom is
a poet, editor and publisher and has worked in a wide
variety of institutions. He was literary publisher for
Angus and Robertson (1990-93), associate publisher with
Imprint Collins Australia (1988-90), publisher for the
Australian Bicentennial Authority (1984-88), publishing
co-ordinator for * Encyclopedia of the Australian people
* (1984-88), producer Sydney Writers Week (1984-88),
Book Editor of the National Times (1982-86), Journalist
with the Sydney Morning Herald (1982-88), Editor of
the Red Press (1978-82) and associate editor at Currency
Press (1977-80). As well as editing periodical publications
Dodo, Leatherjacket and the Australian Small Press
Review, between 1976 and 1979, Tom has been involved
in his own publishing ventures, including ETT Imprint,
which represents close to 100 Australian authors and

estates. He lives in Sydney.

DON TINDALL (1953)
Don came from Coniston Primary and in the 1953
Leaving; he obtained Honours in Chemistry, four As
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with UNICEF as Head of Construction in Banda Aceh
after the tsunami. Next came a position as an advisor to
UNDP Iraq, based in Jordan. During the past few years,
while still based in Brisbane, John has pursued short-
term assignments in Indonesia, Pakistan, Micronesia and
Marshall Island, as well as leading an Asian Development
Bank project in Vanuatu for nine months.

GRAHAM TOULMIN AM (1965)

Born on 31 March 1948, Graham is a Blue Mountains
dentist and musician, who is well-known for his fundraising
andvoluntaryworkinthe DemocraticRepublicofthe Congo.
After training as a missionary in 1985, he and his family
moved to the Congo with the Church Missionary Society.
He established a small dental clinic in Butembo and
travelled to outlying villages offering free dental work.
He also began training nurses in dental procedures. After
being evacuated twice because of problems in eastern
Zaire, Graham and his family came home in 1991. Soon
after returning, he and his wife Wendy, established an
organization named, ‘Brass for Africa’. Over the next 14
years, Brass for Africa built a maternity clinic, established
another dental clinic, provided support and care for 34
Anglican clergy, helped build schools, supported AIDS
orphans and provided food, care and medical supplies
for the increasing number of refugees. An accomplished
trumpet player, Graham was involved in concerts and
selling more than 20,000 CDs with all profits going
to help the Congo. Both Graham and Wendy were
made members of the Order of Australia in 2009. In

September 2015, the couple returned to the Congo.

PETER VALK (1957)

Peter was born in Estonia in 1940 and at the age
of nine he and his family emigrated to Australia. They
settled in the Illawarra district, living at Fairy Meadow
close to the Balgownie Migrant Hostel. Quiet and shy,
he began at WHS in 1953 as a first year student and in
the 1957 Leaving, he scored Second Class Honours in
Maths and Physics, plus four As. After leaving school
he decided to go into Medicine and graduated in 1966
from Sydney University with a Bachelor of Medicine
and Surgery. After a period as an intern in Sydney
and Adelaide, he was appointed registrar in Nuclear
Medicine at Sydney's Royal Prince Alfred Hospiral in
1970. In 1972 he moved to California where he became
a Research Fellow at the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory.
In 1975, Peter spent a year at the Universite Claude
Bernard in Lyon France, where he met his future wife,

Carol. Back in Australia in 1977 and married to Carol,
he was the director of medical imaging and ultrasound
at Sydney Hospital. After a decade in Sydney, the couple
returned to the USA in late 1986, where he returned to
the Lawrence Berkeley Lab working as chief of medical
imaging. Three years later, in 1989, he was appointed
as an associate adjunct professor at the University
of California in San Francisco. In 1992, he took the
position of medical director of the Northern California
PET ( Positron Emission Tomography) Imaging Centre
in Sacramento. Mainly through Peter’s hard work and
sensitivity to health care issues, he established the
Sacramento centre as one of the world’s leading clinical
PET centres. His unique ability to analyse the diagnostic
process changed the way imaging was viewed by
technology assessment groups and ultimately paved the
way for reimbursement for PET treatment by insurance
companies and later securing Medicare coverage. As the
1998 president of the Institute of Clinical PET (now
called the Academy of Molecular Imaging), he lectured
widely on PET imaging in colon cancer, lung cancer and
many other cancers. In February 1997, he was invited
by the International Atomic Energy Agency to visit
Mendoza in Argentina, in the foothills of the Andes
Mountains, to assist in setting up the Fuesman Clinical
PET centre. Peter spent most of the latter part of 2002
editing a book on Positron Emission Tomography; Basic
Science and Clinical Practice. The book was a bestseller
and a second printing had to be made. Sadly in January
2003, he was diagnosed with one of the very diseases
for which he had worked so tirelessly to ensure an early
diagnosis. Despite his condition, he and Carol travelled
extensively in Europe and the USA for the first six
months or so of 2003, where he gave some lectures. He

passed away on 16 December 2003, aged 63.

GERARD WILLEMS AM (1964)

He is probably best known for his recording of the
complete Beethoven sonatas, which were released in
1999 on CD. Born at Tilburg in Holland on 19 August
1946, he received a scholarship from the Brabant’s
Conservatorium in Hungary, but the Soviet invasion
of 1956, caused his parents to migrate to Australia in
1958. For their first six years in Australia, the family
lived at the Fairy Meadow migrant hostel, where his
father passed away. He enrolled at WHS in 1960, as
a member of class 1A and it was soon evident what a
talented musician he was. The 1964 Gleam magazine

describes his performance at thar year’s school concert
P y
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SCHOLARS

Wollongong High has had two students who won the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship. They both became eminent

doctors. There are nine awarded each year in Australia and the scholarship is for study at Oxford University in England.

The first Australian Rhodes scholar took up residence at Oxford in 1904,

Alan Davis

ALAN DAVIS
(Rhodes Scholar 1956)

Alan was the son of long term WHS Maths teacher,
Edward “Tiny” Davis, who taught at the school from
1925 to 1956. The family lived in View Street, just a few
hundred metres from the northern entrance to the school,
when it was located at Smiths Hill. Alan was a student at
WHS from 1945 until 1949, when he was vice-caprain.
He won the district 220 yards, 880 yards and 110 yards
breaststroke open divisions in the district swimming
championships ar Port Kembla pool on 2 March 1949.
As well as swimming he was also a prominent athlete
and rugby league player, while outside school, he was
a member of the North Wollongong Surf Life Saving
Club’s junior R and R team, which won the NSW title
in 1951. That same year he captained the NSW junior
R and R team in the Australian Championships. In
the 1949 Leaving, he scored Honours in Physics and

Chemistry, plus three As and a B, and this won him

a Commonwealth Scholarship to Sydney University.
At University he had a brilliant career, completing a
Bachelor of Medicine and a Bachelor of Surgery, as well
as rowing in the 1955 University Eight. At Oxford, he
lived at New College and studied Animal Physiology
Honours in his first year and the Problem of Arresting
the Effects of Age on Human Beings in his second year.
After completing his two years at Oxford, Alan worked
and studied at various hospitals in England for four more
years before returning to Australia. He worked at the
Radcliffe Infirmary at Oxford town, at Hammersmith
Hospital, in West London and the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, Birmingham. Back in Sydney in 1962, he was
a research fellow at the University of NSW and later
became an associate Professor and Head of Gastro-
enter-ology at the Prince of Wales Hospital. He retired

in 1996 and he and his wife, Jean, now live in Canberra.
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POLITICIANS

(All members of the Australian Labor Party)

REX CONNOR (1924)

Rex Connor was born in Wollongong on 26 January
1907 and entered WHS in 1920 in first year as a 13
year old. He was always at, or near the top of his class
academically, but midway through 1924 he suffered
from severe pneumonia resulting in more than two
months in hospital and missing the Leaving Certificate
exams. In 1925 he gained a good pass in the Leaving
as a private student. After school, he worked as an
Articled Clerk, then became a car dealer and finally, a
farmer. From 1938 to 1945 he was an Alderman on the
Wollongong Council. On 17 June 1950 he was elected
to the NSW Parliament as the member for Wollongong-
Kembla and he held this seat until 21 October 1963
when he resigned to stand for the sear of Cunningham
in the Federal election. He won this election and
represented Cunningham in the Australian Parliament

from 30 November 1963 until his death on 22 August

1977. Under Prime Minister Gough Whitlam, he was
Minister for Minerals and Energy from 19 December
1972 1o 14 October 1975. Rex married his wife Amelia

in 1931 and the couple had three sons.

LAWRENCE KELLY (1945)

Laurie was born at Thirroul on 5 November 1928.
He entered WHS in 1941 and passed the Intermediate
in 1943. After missing out on the Leaving in 1945, he
left school and began work with a large Wollongong
public rtransport company, where he studied
accountancy at night school. In his last year act WHS,
he caprained the successful school 10 stone Rugby
League team (64 kgs), who won the Westwood Cup
as Illawarra premiers. He was also runner up in the
senior swimming championship. An excellent Rugby
League player and surfer, Laurie played many years
of first grade with the Thirroul club as a hooker and
swam most summer Saturdays in local surf carnivals.
He joined the Labor Party soon after leaving school
and held che seat of Corrimal for 20 years, from 24
February 1968 to 22 February 1988, in the NSW
parliament. During this time he was the Speaker of the
NSW Parliament for a record 11 years and 11 months
from 25 May 1976 to 26 April 1988. He remained
as speaker for a few weeks after he lost his seat until
the new Parliament began. During his long political
career, Laurie was President and Patron of the Illawarra
SLSA, Patron of the Illawarra RL, Chairman of the
Wollongong City Soccer Club and Deputy Chancellor
and Fellow of the University of Wollongong. He
married his wife Rhonda in October 1954 and they
have a son and a daughter. At the beginning of 2016,

Laurie was 87.
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RICK ALBERT

Rick was born in Wollongong in 1950 and attended
West Wollongong Primary School. Although he was
named Garrick at birth, this changed to Rick at an
early age. As a boy he was interested in several sports
and when he was about 13 years of age, his father, Jack,
introduced him to shotgun clay shooting. Coming from
western NSW, Jack was a keen shooter and shared this
interest with his son. In those days, they were members
of the Illawarra Shooting club, which was located at West
Dapto, not far from Wongawilli mine. The Australian
Single Barrel Championship was held at Rick's home
range around August 1968. Although he had only been
shooting for three years or so, Rick won the National
title when he was the only shooter from all of the
contestants to shoot the entire 25 targets without a miss.
The Championship event was arranged by the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia. There were around 50
entries for the championship and they came from all over
Australia. The target is called a clay pigeon and they are
black clay discs, which are just over 11 cms in diameter.
These objects are hurled into the air by a target machine.
When the machine releases the clay pigeon, it hurtles
across the shooter’s line of sight. Only one cartridge is
allowed for each pigeon. Rick used a Japanese Miroku
gun, which ,in those days, cost $200. The pellets were
made in Australia and were encased in plastic. Their cost,
in 1968, was 10 cents each and they were Number 7 in
size. In the early days of the sport, live pigeons had been

used but that stopped more than 80 years ago.

Although he was just 17 when he won the Australian
Championship, Rick did not continue in the sport. In the
Higher School Certificate he did well, gaining first level
passes in Science and Economics, plus a second level full
pass in Mathematics and passes in English and General

Studies. He and his family are now living on the Sunshine

Coast and over the years he has worked as a teacher, a
farmer and manager of a behavior management unit in
Alice Springs and at a Kimberley Aboriginal School. He

has also taught English in Japan for a year.

KEITH BARNES AM

Keith was born at Port Talbot in Wales on 30 October
1934. Along with his family he migrated to Australia,
arriving in late 1948. Keith attended Wollongong High
in 1949 and 1950. When he completed his Intermediate
Cerrtificate in 1950, he left school and started working in
a bank. During his early days at Wollongong High, Keith
established himself as a top all round sportsman. He was
playing first grade cricket with the Wollongong clubat 17
and was a member of their Premiership winning team of
1951/52. At Stuart Park on 3 October 1953, he blasted
158 not out against Thirroul with 21 fours and two sixes.
Early that year, on 15 February at Stuart Park, he

represented Illawarra against the star studded Chegwyns
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At 12 years of age, the champion swimmer joined
North Wollongong Surf Life Saving club. His first surf race
was at the Thirroul Carnival on 1 March 1947 where he
won the junior surf race and just a week later at his home
beach, collected two Branch titles with wins in the junior
surf race and the junior surf teams event. Around a year
later, in a big surf, he won the first of his five Gold Medals
at the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships. It was at
Manly beach on 27 March 1948 when at 17 years of age,
he won the Australian junior surf race. For the next seven
years, Tassie was regarded as one of the best surf swimmers
in Australia. He won the Australian junior ritle again the
next year at North Bondi on 13 March 1949, and picked
up three Australian senior surf teams titles at Coolangatta
(9 April 1950), Scarborough Western Australia (25 March
1951) and Newport (14 March 1953). At Coolangatta,
Tassie finished first in the open surf teams race with
his North Wollongong team-mates coming in second
(Max Stringer), third (Neil Stringer) and fourth (Johnny
Vaughan, who was also a Wollongong High ex-student).
This is the only time in the history of this event, which
began in 1920, that a team has finished first, second, third
and fourth. As well as the five Australian Surf Gold Medals,
Tassie gained a third place in the 1950 Australian Open
Surf Race and another third at the Australian titles for the

senior teams race in 1951.

At the first ever NSW Championships to be held
outside of Sydney, at North Wollongong Beach in March
1950, Tassie won the State Open Surf race and was a
member of the winning open teams surf race. He won
his second NSW Open Surf title at Byron Bay on the
24th  February 1952. He was also a member of North
Wollongong’s winning R and R team at the NSW titles at

Freshwater on the 3rd March 1951.

The culmination of his great career came on 18 January
1954 when he was named in the Australian Surf Life Saving
team to take on New Zealand at the Royal Surf Carnival at
Bondi Beach on Saturday 6 February 1954. Australia won
the contest 5-3 with Tassie competing in three of the eight
events. Queen Elizabeth I1 and Prince Philip attended this

carnival.

When he finished swimming at major surf carnivals, Tassie
had five Australian titles, three NSW championships and
around a dozen Illawarra Branch wins. He left Wollongong
High at the end of 1947 and became a successful builder on
the South Coast. Living in Wollongong all his life, he passed

away in November 2011, aged 80.

JOHN BLOOMFIELD AM

Born at Mittagong on 12 December 1932, John
moved to Kiama with his family in 1939, when his father
was appointed as Headmaster of Kiama Central School.
After attending his father’s school, where he obtained the
Intermediate Certificate in 1947, he made the daily train
trip from Kiama to attend Wollongong High from 1948
to 1950. He passed the Leaving Certificate in 1950. As a
member of the Kiama club from 1944, John established
himself as a quality swimmer and this continued at
Wollongong High where he was school and district senior
champion in 1949 and 1950. A versatile sportsman in rugby
league, athletics, tennis as well as swimming, John received
an all-round proficiency sports Blue at Speech Day, 1950.
He obrained third place with a distance of 12.2 metres for
the Open Shot Putt at the NSW CHS Athletic titles in
Sydney at the Sydney Cricket Ground in June 1950. He
was also a member of Wollongong High's open rugby league
team and was chosen in the [llawarra Open Schools Rugby
League team, which was set to play a curtain raiser to the
NSW-England clash at the Sydney Cricker Ground on 15
July 1950. Unfortunately the early games were cancelled
because of extreme wet weather. After completing the
Leaving Certificate in 1950, John completed a three year
Diploma of Physical Education course at Sydney Teachers
college from 1951. His first teaching appointment was in
the Hunter Valley. In 1957, while a swim coach, he became
involved with Australian sports medicine pioneers, Professor

Frank Cotton and Forbes Carlisle.

Boys' Swimming Team 1968

As a 12 year old, John joined Kiama Surf Life Saving
Club and during the latter war years, he was often on
patrol and made several rescues, as older males were
scarce due to active service. He began competing ar
Surf Carnivals in December 1949 and his first win was
the junior surf race at the Austinmer carnival on 24
December 1949. Just nine weeks later on 25 February
1950, he won the junior surf and junior belt double at

the lllawarra Branch ritles, held at North Wollongong.
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Marion Foye

Games trials, she was beaten by a touch by Linda
McGill, but both swimmers were chosen in Australia’s
team for the Games. At these Commonwealth Games at
Perth in November 1962, Marion made the final of the

110 yards butterfly.

During her time in Sydney with Don Talbot, Marion
worked for a legal firm and when she retired from
competitive swimming in1963, she returned to live and
work in the Illlawarra. Around 1998 she began working
with noted swim coaches, Rod and Susie McKeon at
their Unanderra swim centre, doing this for abour 15
years. Marion’s brothers, Jan and Bruce both played first
grade Rugby League in Sydney, while her uncle, Kevin
Schubert, was a 1948 Rugby League Kangaroo, who

played 19 Test matches.

MATTHEW HEARNE (2016)

The WHSPA year 11 Student has Cerebral Palsy and is
one of Australia’s up and coming Para-Athletes. In 2015, he
was sclected in the Australian Under 19 Paralympic Football
team, which is known as the Young Pararoos. This team
competed at the World Cerebral Palsy Games in August
2015, at Nottingham in England. Matthew played in each
of Australia’s four martches, which were against Scotland,
Russia, Japan and Holland. In the clash with Scotland, he
won the award for Australia’s most valuable player (MVD),
while in the game against Japan; he scored four goals in the
first 30 minutes. The Young Pararoos finished seventh in

[hi& tournament.

In the pool, Matthew has been swimming for
some time with the Wests Illawarra Aquatic club and
represented this club at the Australian Open Swimming
Championships at Brisbane in 2013, at Sydney in 2014
and at Adelaide, for the Olympic trials, in 2015. In
cach of these three years he has been a top eight finalist.
Last year, 2015, Matthew broke three Australian 16
years §10 records. These were in the 50-metre freestyle,
the 50-metre butterfly and the 100-metre burterfly. In
September of this year, he competed in seven individual
and three relay events at the School Sport Australia
Swimming Championships at Darwin. He was a member
of the NSW team at Darwin, after winning the 50 and
100-metre freestyle, the 50-metre butterfly and the 4
by 50-metre freestyle relay, at the NSW All Schools
Championships in May 2016. The Darwin results were

not available at the time of writing.

DAVID JOHNSON

Born at Marrickville on 8 December 1931, David

was an outstanding schoolboy sprinter before he reached
his reenage years. He attended Canterbury Boys High
before moving to Wollongong with his family in the
middle of 1946. He began at Wollongong High in July
1946 and he completed the Leaving Certificate in 1949.
At the 1946 CHS championships in September,
David won the under 15 long jump with a distance
of 5.98 metres, while he finished fourth in both the
100 yards and 220 yards finals. The next year he won
both the under 16, 100 yards and 220 yards finals. In
his final year at High, he was Kembla House captain
and the school athletic champion. At the NSW CHS
championships in Sydney on 1 October 1949, he won
the 100 yards in a time of 9.7 seconds. Less than a week

later, on 7 October, David won the all schools’ open 100
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1954, he took five catches and made two stumpings
in the South Australian under 14’s first innings. Four
months later in Brisbane on 24 July 1954, he scored
two goals for NSW under 14s in their 4-1 win over
Queensland. On 13 November 1954, Brian made his
first grade debut in the Illawarra cricket competition
when he played for Balgownie in their win against
Western Suburbs at Wollongong Showground. The day
after his debut, at MacCabe Park, he top scored with
54 and made three stumpings, for lllawarra under 17s
against the Moss Vale rep side. Tennis was another sport
in which he enjoyed success. In under 13s, he won the
doubles title with Richard Rowlings, at the near South
Coast championship in 1953 and reached the singles
semi finals. Athletics, particularly high jumping, was

another area in which Brian excelled.

In his last year at High School, Brian decided to play

Rugby League along with most of his mates. The Gleam

Brian Taber

magazine of that year, describes the 1957 Wollongong
High team as one of the schools most successful first grade
teams. With Brian playing five eighth, the side won three
titles. His facher, Charlie, at first, would not allow Brian
to play Rugby League because he thought he may injure
his wicket keeping hands. For the first month or so of
the season, the author, who was teammate and neighbour,
had to smuggle Brians boots to school on match day. This
scheme was exposed when he received a nasty cut in the
mouth while making a tackle. The injury required several
stitches and his father had to be notified. However, he was

allowed to continue playing the game.

The Gordon club in the Sydney grade competition
recognised Brian’s cricketing ability and he began playing
for them in the 1955/56 season. When he finished, he had
played 20 seasons with Gordon, 19 of which were in first
grade. The Sydney selectors were soon aware of his potential
and, just three months after he had finished school, he was
selected for the Sydney Metropolitan team to play NSW
Country at the Sydney Cricket Ground in a two day match
in February 1958. On 13 November 1964, he made his
initial first class appearance, playing in the Sheffield Shield
competition for NSW against Western Australia at the
SCG. As NSW won this match easily by nine wickets, he
was not needed to bat in either innings, but he did take a
total of five catches. The last of his 129 first-class games
was also at the SCG on 8 February 1974 in NSW's win
over Queensland. In these matches Brian took 345 catches
and made 50 stumpings, as well as scoring 2,648 runs at
an average of 18. He finished with 73 games for NSW, 16
Tests for Australia, 39 touring games for Australia and one
appearance for a combined XI at Launceston against the
touring West Indians in January 1969. He scored a first
class century against South Australia ar Adelaide Oval on

11 November 1969, when he Anished with 109.

Johannesburg, South Africa was the venue for Brian’s
first Test, on 23 December 1966. With five catches in
the South African first innings, plus two and a stumping
in the second innings, he made a great international
debut. The last of his 16 Tests was also in South Africa,
at Port Elizabeth on 5 February 1970. In this match,
he took five catches and made 30 not out. Brian played
nine Tests against South Africa, five against India and
one each against England and the West Indies. Only
one of his Tests was played in Australia and thar was at
the SCG on 14 February 1969 against the West Indies.
He made two tours to South Africa, two to England

and one to India with Australian teams. As a wicket
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STUDENTS IN THE ARMED FORCES

EX-STUDENTS WHO DIED IN WORLD
WAR TWO.
First year at WHS in brackets.

The 1945 GLEAM magazine went to a lot of trouble
to publish the names of 27 ex-students who served in
World War Two. On 7 November 1955, the Headmaster,
Mr. Lenehan, established a School War Memorial with
32 names listed. Below is a brief bio of all 33 former
pupils of Wollongong High who sadly gave their lives

for our country.

Brian Norman ADAMSON (1931)

Service:  Number NX19455. Born at Mackay
Queensland on 9 December 1917, Private Adamson was
killed at sea, in the Middle East, on 5 December 1941.
He was a member of the 2/13th Australian Infantry
Battalion which was being transported to Greece. The
ship was not far out of Egypt when it was attacked by
German fighter planes. There is a commemoration for
Brian Adamson at the Alamein Memorial at El Alamein,
Marsa Macruh, Egypt. Brian and his family were living
in Wollongong when he enlisted on 31 May 1940, after

arriving from Queensland around 1925.

John Burniston ARNETT (1929)
Service Number NX403235. Born at Randwick
on 7 February 1916, Sergeant Arnert was accidentally

killed while training on 7 January 1943 with Number

14 Squadron in Perth. He was on a RAAF plane with
four others when it crashed. His brother was also in the
RAAF stationed in Darwin. John is buried at Perth’s

Karrakatta War Cemetery.

Ernest “Toby” ALEXANDER (1929)

Service Number NX 80. Born at Kiama on 30 July
1916. Lieutenant Alexander sailed out of Sydney with
the 2/3 Australian Infantry Battalion on 16 January
1940 and landed in Egypt six weeks later. He was
wounded in action on 3 January 1941 in Libya and died
the next day from his wounds in hospital. He is buried

in the Halfaya Sollum Cemetery in Egypt.

Sydney James ALLSEP (1937)

Service Number 423033. Sid was born at Wollongong
on 14 November 1923 and left WHS after the 1939
Intermediate Certificate to work as a Clerk in the
Wollongong Branch of the Bank of Australasia. He enlisted
in the RAAF in Sydney on 20 June 1942 and became a
member of the Number 460 Squadron. The Squadron was
stationed in England towards the end of 1943 and flew
several missions over France and Germany. Flying Officer
Sid Allsep and his crew were killed on 23 June 1944 in
a Flying Battle over France and at first he was reported
missing. A few weeks later, his death was confirmed and he
is buried at the Poix de Picardie Churchyard, near Amiens
in France. Sid’s uncle, William Sydney Duchesne, was
killed at Gallipoli on Anzac Day, 25 April 1915.
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Two RAAF Wirraways collided over the Thornlands area
of Brisbane, while practising air fighting tactics. Alan
was an observer in one of the planes and he and his
pilot were killed, as were the two occupants of the other
plane. He is buried in the Brisbane General Cemetery
at Toowong and left his wife and six months old son.

Nathaniel Neville LYONS (ROSKIN) (1932)

Service Number NX201219. Neville was born on 6
September 1919 in Melbourne as Neville Roskin. His
father died when he was a small boy and his mother
later remarried to Les Lyons and moved to Wollongong.
Neville was enrolled at Wollongong public school under
the surname of Lyons. He was a brilliant scholar and
won a bursary to WHS from1932 onwards. In his final
year, he was Dux of the school and runner-up in the
Senior Athletic Championship. In the 1936 Leaving, he
had the school’s best pass with Honours in Physics and
Chemistry, plus three As and two Bs. The next year he
began a medical degree at Sydney University, graduating
with first class honours. In 1942, he and his wife Marie,
from Kiama, lived at Kirribilli, while he worked as the
Resident Medical Officer at the Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital. As soon as he finished at WHS, he returned
to his birth father’s surname of Roskin. On 6 November
1942, he enlisted in the AIF at Paddington and after
some training was promoted to captain of the 36
Infantry Battalion on 24 May 1943, working as a doctor
in the AAMC (Australian Army Medical Corp). In June
1943 he was sent to Papua/New Guinea where he was
involved in heavy fighting for many months on the
Hoskins Peninsula in West New Britain, 570 kms north
cast of Port Moresby. He saved many lives over the next
18 months but working in the difficult and unsanitary
conditions caught up with him and he suffered from
extreme Dysentery, followed by Peritonitis, from
November 1944. With inadequate medical resources he
could not be saved and he passed away on 7 January
1945. He died ar the Megigi Plantation on the Hoskins
Peninsula and was buried in a makeshift grave in this
location. After the War, on 18 January 1946, his remains
were dug up and reburied at the Lae War Cemetery.

Kenneth Charles McNAMARA (1929)

Service Number NX128039. Ken was born on 8
September 1917 at Wollongong and grew up in the
Cordeaux River area. He was part of a big, cricket loving
family and the Cordeaux River team in the 1935/36
lllawarra second grade competition contained six
McNamaras. Thesewere Jim, Jack, Bob, Eric, Rayand Ken.

After enlisting at Dapto in late 1940, Ken became a
member of the 2/10th Australian Infantry Battalion and
sent to Buna in New Guinea, 160 kms north east of
Port Moresby via the Kokoda trail. He was wounded in
action a couple of days before Christmas and put on a
hospital ship. Sadly he died from his severe wounds on
29 December 1942 while sailing back to Australia. Ken
is buried at the Northern Territory Memorial Cemetery,
Adelaide River.

Ivor Henry MEGGITT (1928)

Service Number 40633 (in RAF). Born in England
on 20 November 1916, Ivor and his family migrated
to Australia when he was a small boy. They settled in
Austinmer and Ivor attended WHS from 1928 until
he completed the Leaving with two As and Four Bs in
1932. Always interested in flying, Ivor worked in several
jobs until he was one of 12 young Australians selected
for special flying training in England, in 1937. When
the War began, he was still in the UK so he enlisted
with the Royal Air Force, joining the 210 squadron
as a Flying Officer. He served in the Reconnaissance
Branch and in October 1940, was promoted to Flight
Lieutenant and became the pilor of a Sunderland Flying
Boat, working in the Inner Hebrides in north western
Scotland. On Christmas Eve 1940, German planes
attacked some British cargo ships near Ivor's base and
on 27 December 1940, he was killed while making a
routine night landing. His plane hit some of the debris
from a ship, which was sunk by the Germans, causing
the Sunderland to break up. All but one of the 11 man
crew died in the freezing water. He is buried at the
Pennyfuir cemetery, near Oban in Scotland. He is one
of 146 Australian service personnel, who were killed in
World War Two and are buried in 48 cemeteries across
Scotland. Ivor’s parents had a scare in February 1945
when his younger brother, John, who was a Flying
Officer in the RAAF, was reported missing in action.
However he was located a few days later and survived
the War. John, Service Number 424599, was also a
student of WHS.

Maurice Raymond PERRY (1938)

Service Number NX48930. Maurice was from a
farming family near Kiama. He was born on 7 July 1920
and did the Intermediate Certificate as an older student,
passing in 1940, aged 20, with four Bs and an A. He
enlisted at Paddington on 8 October 1941 and was sent
to New Guinea with the 7th Machine Gun Bartalion.

He died in mysterious circumstances on 12 May 1943.
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After enlisting in the Royal Australian ‘K on 7
January 1935, he served on several ships over the next
few years, including HMAS Sydncy from 2 May 1939
to 26 March 1941. In May 1940, the Sydney was
deployed for eight months to join the British Fleet in
the Mediterranean Sea. In late March 1941, George was
moved 1o work on a Sydney shore base but then he was
sent back to HMAS Sydney on 3 July 1941, for service
in the Indian Ocean. He was a Bandsman on the ship
and was killed in action on 19 November 1941, when
the Sydney was engaged in a mutually destructive baule
with the German Auxiliary Cruiser, the Kormoran,
off the Western Australian Coast. All 645 on board
the Sydney were lost. Both ships were sunk and not
located until March 2008, George is remembered art the
Plymouth Naval Memorial in England.

Frank Aubrey STUMBLES (1930)

Born in Wollongong on 16 September 1916, Frank
enlisted in the Australian Army at Paddington on 24 June
1940, Private Frank Stumbles was a driver with the 1 Corps
Ammunition Park AASC and he was killed in action in
Greece on 24 April 1941, His death was not confirmed
until nearly two years after he was shot, in February 1943,
Marricd to Gladys with two children. Frank was a very
active member of the North Wollongong Surf Life Saving
Club after joining the club ar age 13, Ar the 1930 WHS
Speech Day, he received a Merit Certificare for third place
in Arithmetic in class 1C,

Ronald Hastings SUTTON (1917)

Service Number NG2031, Born in Wollongong on
27 October 1901, Ronald was a student in the first year
of WHS when he came into year eight in late January
1917 In August 1918, he won the cycling race ar the
High School sports day. He spent three years at WHS,
before moving to Newington College in Sydney for
1920. He did not pass the Leaving and after finishing
school, he tried various jobs, before moving to Papua/
New Guinea when gold started to be mined at the
Bulolo Gold Mines in March 1932. Bulolo is locared
in the Morobe Province, 210 kms north west of Pore
Moresby. When the Second World War began, the whire
repatriates formed the New Guinea Rifles in 1939,
Ronald joined this group at that time, as a Corporal and
the group became an official parr of the AIF in carly
1941, Like a lot of servicemen serving in the tropics,
Ronald suffered from Malaria and Dysentery. In early
August 1942, he became very ill and was transferred 1o
the Army Hospital ar Charters Towers in Queensland.
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He died on 10 September 1942 and is buried at the
Charters Towers War Cemetery. Ronald’s wife, Pauline,
left New Guinea when the War began and moved to
Mosman in Sydney.

Vincent Kerr TANKO (1926)

Service Number NX34186. Vincent was born at
Wollongong on 9 November 1912 and passed the
Intermediate at WHS in 1928, He then left school and
began a nine year stint, working with local real estate
firm, Frank Bevan and Sons. In the carly 1930s, Vince
became the secretary of the St. Michacls Church Parish
Council and also the Superintendent of the Sunday
School. On Monday 28 March 1938, he resigned
from these positions to study as a Church of England
Minister. However severe illness caused him o drop
out of this course and he returned o Wollongong o
recover. In mid 1939, he began working as a clerk at
CRM and then enlisted in the AIF on 30 May 1940,
After some training, he was sent 10 Singapore and on to
Malaya with the | Company Australian Army Services
Corps in late May 1941, He fought in Malaya (as it
was called in those days) for several months bur went
missing in action on 11 April 1942, A few wecks later
he was declared a Prisoncer of War and was in the Changi
camp. On 7 July 1942, he was onc of 1,494 POWs on
a tramp ship who were transported 0 the Sandakan
camp in north Borneo, All prisoners of the Japanese
suffered rerribly and alchough he lasted in these poor
conditions for two and a half years, Vince died on 7
February 1945, just a little more than six months before
the War ended. Where he is buried is noc known, bur he
is commemorated in the Labual Memorial ar Labuan,
Malaysia. Lance Corporal Tanko may have been forced
to make the first of the infamous Sandakan death
marches. He married his wife Ruth on 28 December
1940 and stained glass windows at St. Michaels Church
were dedicated to him an 15 September 1946.

Noel Francis THOMAS (1928)

Service Number NX13517. Noel, was born on
16 November 1915 and came from Shellharbour.
He studied at WHS from 1928 until he passed the
Leaving Certificate in 1933 with an A in Maths |
and five Bs. He had also scored five Bs in the 1932
Leaving. When he enlisted ar Paddingron in 1940,
he had been working for several years as a surveyor.
A member of the AlF's Royal Australian Engincers,
he saw service in the Middle East ar Syria where
he was promoted 1o Licutenant in July 1942,
















WOLLONGONG

HIGH CADETS

World War Two ended on 2 September 1945 and a
few days later, a Cadet Unit was established at Wollongong
High School. Deputy Principal, Lieutenant Edward
Wallace, was the OC or Commanding Officer, while the
total enrolment was 86. The first parade was held on 29
September and the detachment paraded every Monday
afternoon.  Warrant Officer Barr travelled down from
Vicroria Barracks in Sydney each Monday afternoon to give
inirial recruit instructions. Fifth form boys could not join in
that first year, as it was too close to the Leaving Certificate.
Because of this, fourth year boys were the officers and these
included Robert Powys (A/CSM), Campbell Steele (A/
CQMS), Jack Stoddart (Acting Cpl Storeman) and Robert
Allen. Clothing and equipment arrived soon after the unit
was formed and these were quickly issued to all cadets.

The next year, the Gleam magazine complained that
there were disappointing attendances during 1946, but
on a positive note, two cadets had done well in shooting
competitions. In the King George V Imperial Challenge
Shield, Cpl Campbell Steele gained the highest marks in
NSW, while S/Sgt Jack Stoddart scored the second highest
mark in the Illawarra Shield competition. Major Jack
Woods returned to the English staff after serving with the
AIF and towards the end of 1946, he became the OC of
the cader unit. The local show society donated a shield for
competition between the four South Coast Schools who
had cadet units. These Schools were Nowra Intermediate,
Christian Brothers College, Wollongong Junior Technical
School and Wollongong High. It was called the AH and
I Shield and Nowra won the first competition with WHS
second. The competition was in two parts and these were

shooting, plus drill and ceremonial.

In April 1947, 116 NSW schools had Cadet Units
with the WHS unit having a nominal roll of 146. Major
Woods was the OC with ex-airman Lieutenant Orkney
(English staff) as his second in charge. On 28 April 1947,
a colour party from WHS cadets led an Anzac parade from
Austinmer railway station to the War Memorial near the
beach. Local identity, Roy Giles, donated two more trophies
for competition from 1947 onwards, one for drill and the
other for shooting. There were different rules for the Giles
trophies, compared to the AH and 1. WHS was second in
the AH and I, and the same in the Giles Trophies.

In 1948, the Gleam again complained that the WHS
Cadet Unit did not have the full-hearted support of the
pupils, especially in the senior years. The unit did compete
in the King George V Imperial Challenge Shield and
the AH and [ Shield but were not impressive in these
competitions. The Unit also attended the annual camp at
Ingleburn in May, as well as a bivouac at South Head in

June on the Kings Birthday weekend.

More pupils were asked to join the unit in the 1949
Gleam report. In both the AH and I Shield and Giles
Trophies competitions, WHS finished second to Nowra.
WHS Cader Lieutenant, Robert James, won the trophy for
the highest score on the rifle range. During 1949, Major

Woods began more practice sessions.

Things began to improve in 1950 with WHS winning
the Drill section of the Giles Trophy. This was the school’s
first Cadet trophy. Nowra won their fifth successive AH
and [ Shield with WHS again second.
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THE ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, DUNTROON

Duntroon opened in June 1911 and during this time
there have been several Wollongong High boys graduate
from this prestigious establishment. How many
Wollongong High boys have studied there is difficult to
establish, but what is known is that PETER REID is
the first member of the Wollongong High Cadet Unit

to graduate from Duntroon. Born on 5 July 1942, he

came to WHS from Wollongong primary in 1955. At
WHS, he was an active student, a prefect and was a
member of the school swimming team, along with the
first grade rugby league side. He joined the cadets in
1957 and in his last year, 1960, he was the senior under
officer. After obraining an A and five Bs in the Leaving,
he began at Duntroon in 1961 and graduated, as well as
being commissioned as a Lieutenant in the Australian
Army, in December 1964. His first appointment was
as Platoon Commander 2nd Battalion Royal Australian
Regiment at Enoggera in Queensland from 1965 to
1966. After that came a posting to the Australian Army
Training Team in Vietnam for one year, followed by two
years back at Holsworthy in NSW. In 1973 he was an
instructor at the Goldie River Training Dept in New
Guinea for three years and then returned to Sydney for
two years of Regimental duties. Next he was reposted to
IPIR at Port Moresby (1978-79).

From 1980 to 1982 Peter was Commander
(Lieutenant Colonel) for school cadets NSW and
then from 1983 to 1985, he was Senior Australian
Observer and Operations Officer with the United
Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan
(UNMOGIP), based mainly at Kashmir. In 1988, after
25 years, he resigned from the Australian Army, He then
did some small scale farming on the outskirts of Sydney
for a couple of vears, followed by some work in various
managerial and executive appointments for 18 years in

the retirement industry.
Peter hasa son and a daughrter plus four grandchildren

and lives on the north side of Sydney harbour. He enjoys

golf, fly-fishing and yacht racing.
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EX-STUDENTS” UNION

The WHS Old Students Union was first formed at
a meeting at the Queens Hall in Wollongong on Friday
13 February 1925. The Headmaster, Mr. Hedberg was
elected as the first President with past Headmasters Wal
Brown and Frank McMullen as Vice Presidents. Abourt

30 persons attended this meeting.

The Union was re-started in 1942 and the first annual
meeting of this new group was on 27 July 1943, Mr. WS
Musgrave was the President, the Vice Presidents were Miss
J. Moore and Mr. W. Beveridge, while Mr. Fred Sandell
was the Secretary. Dances were held in 1942 and 1943 by
the Ex Students and at Speech Day on 15 December 1943,
the Headmaster said thar the Ex Students Union was
flourishing. But not much happened during the next few
years and the Mercury newspaper ran an advertisement

to say the Ex Students reunion was to be reformed at a

L to R) John Nical, Ruth ¢

Lawrence Hutton, Norman Robinson, Judith Connaughto

e, Tom Meehan, John Larkin, Derek

meeting at the School Hall on Monday 3 March 1947. A
dance was held in the School Hall on 20 June 1947 with
the Max Jones Quartette providing the music. Another
dance was held a month later ar the Margarer Wakehurst
Club rooms. For the next five years the union continued
with the following events- the annual meeting at the
school on 31 March 1950, a meeting at the school on 6
July 1951 to arrange a well attended Ex Student reunion
at the Golf Club on 19 December that year. A hike to
Burning Palms was arranged for 2 November 1952 and
a few weeks later, another reunion was held at the Golf
Club in November 1952, In 1952, George Bestman was
the President, Gladys Frew then Peter Tomlinson were
the Secretaries and Malcolm Brown the Treasurer. After
1952 not much was heard of the Ex Students Union, but
for most of the school’s history up to the current time,

various Final Years have held regular reunions.

A

~

Burrow, Susan Hunt, Lais Makin, Gladys Smith,

T Stone, Ken Dyball

Centenary - 100 Years of Wollongong High / 157
















WOLLONGONG HIGH SCHOOL
OF THE PERFORMING ARTS

Lysaght Street
Fairy Meadow NSW 2519





