

















PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Seventy-five years may
not seem too long a period in
the World’s history. However,
in the history of Wollongong
High School a great deal has
happened. The school has
witnessed two World Wars and
the Korean and Vietnamese
Wars, the rise and ultimate
collapse of Communism, the
Depression of the Thirties and
a tremendous change in tech-
nology.

From its opening on 6th
December 1916 at Smith’s
Hill, Wollongong High has
undergone many changes. As
society has altered, so has the
school. From its humble begin-
nings as the High School on the South Coast, servicing students from distant parts of the region, it is
now a fully comprehensive High School, drawing the majority of its students from Mt. Keira, West
Wollongong, Mt. St. Thomas, Keiraville and Gwynneville, but still catering for people as far north
as Stanwell Park and south to Albion Park.

One change of major importance was the transferring of the original site to Lysaght Street,
Wollongong in 1956. Another significant change was when Wollongong High ceased to be a selec-
tive High School.

I have always been aware of the fine name that the school has in the community. Many citi-
zens are aware of its academic excellence and its fine sporting traditions. Thus it has not been
difficult to maintain these outstanding achievements. Students are indeed proud of their school and
the tone which has been developed over the years is indeed a very good one. For all the changes that
this school has witnessed, its pride and spirit have not diminished. It was for these reasons that I
was so thrilled to be appointed its tenth principal. It is indeed an honour to be part of such a fine
school.

However, it is important that we do not dwell too long in the past, for undoubtedly
Wollongong High School has an exciting future. The school has twin goals as we step into the
nineties. The first goal is to maintain academic excellence. The second is to develop and enhance
Creative Arts. A highly competent and professional staff will enable the first of these goals to be
achieved, provided the school can continue to attract students with academic potential. With regard
to the second, the school’s Visual Arts and Music Facilities have already produced some outstand-
ing results, whilst over the past two years, Dance, Drama and Creative Writing have all shown that
high quality work can be nurtured and developed. Every endeavour will also be made to ensure that
school sporting teams will continue to uphold the school’s fine name in this sphere of school
curriculm.

The future of Wollongong High School indeed looks secure. I am sure the next seventy-five
years will prove just as fruitful as the past. By Kevin Riolo
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times these included the Glee Club (a
choral group led by the Headmaster),
Drama Club, Camera Club, and
groups for elocution, basket weaving,
leatherwork, making science models,
wireless and gardening. In those
simpler days the whole school looked
forward with great anticipation to
social nights in the hall, to occasional
inter-school visits, or trips to the
combined High Schools Sports
Camivals in Sydney. But the real
highlight was a class picnic - travel-
ling by steam train to Loftus to spend
the day boating at the National Park.

As pupils could come from as
far away as Nowra or beyond, about
30 boarded in town throughout the
week, sometimes going home for the
weekends. From 1920 onwards
accommodation was provided in
“Vahreepa” (meaning welcome), a
Church of England Hostel for girls at
the present day junction of Kembla
and Corrimal Streets just above
Bourke Street.

Parents were able to play a
valuable role in supporting the school
with the formation of a High School
Association (forerunner of the
present Parents and Citizens Associa-
tion) in 1922. At a time when there
were only 335 pupils at the school,
many from isolated areas, nearly 200
parents paid the annual subscription
to join the Association, but probably
few actually attended the meetings.
With the foundation President Mr
John Mars and Secretary Rev C.S.
Olver the group became active
raising money in a variety of ways to
spend on three tennis courts (1924),
prizes for Speech Day, library books
and other special equipment. Early
stalwarts of the Association included
Mr W. Waters, Mr P. Hallett, Mr
W.J. Wiseman, and Alderman R.M.
Krippner who was president for 18
years from 1926.

Support for the school was
also provided by the Old Stwdents’
Union which was formed in 1923 in
two branches, one in Wollongong
and the other (with about 60 mem-
bers) in Sydney. For a while reunions
were held as well as drama perform-
ances and sporting contests against
the school, and donations were given
for Speech Day prizes and school
equipment.

Competition team sport
remained a rarity because of the
problems of travelling to Nowra or
Sydney for occasional maiches, and
because of the shortage of seniors we
often fielded second or third year
pupils in our first grade teams. There
were enthusiastic internal competi-
tions and games of cricket and
football against the Junior Technical
School, Nowra Intermediate High,
and Christian Brothers College and
this same group of schools often sent
a few competitors or a relay team as
guests to one another’s swimming or
athletics carnivals.

Soccer was the leading
football code in the ‘twenties,
possibly because of its popularity in
the mining villages north of
Wollongong. Senior teams wore
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jerseys, but junior players simply
wore caps to distinguish the different
teams. After being banned by the
Minister for Public Instruction for
being too professional, Rugby
League re-appeared in 1927 only to
be replaced next year by Union as
most Sydney schools played this
game, and our 1928 games may have
been the first Union games played on
the South Coast. A dance was held in
1927 to raise funds to buy football
jumpers but when it was found that
black and green striped models were
not made the school bought a set of
black and white ones and soaked
them all in green dye to produce the
required effect. Athletics carnivals
continued to challenge the serious
athletes but also featured fun events,
such as the peanut scramble, as part
of the popular inter-class competi-
tions.

Military training for all
teenage boys was still compulsory
until it was abolished in 1922, but
this was an after-school army drill
activity in which the High School
boys joined with the remaining
Primary teenagers, and should not be
confused with our later (1945) Cadet

Corps.

























local naturalisation ceremonies,
concerts, and various school ceremo-
nies and farewells. For a time in the
‘sixties a madrigal group flourished,
as did a separate boys’ choir! In the
week before Christmas 1965, the
choir sang carols outside a leading
Wollongong store each morning.

There was much involvement
in the performing arts and some
memorable Play Days included a
production of “The Skin of our
Teeth” which won first prize in the
1956 School Drama Festival in
Sydney. A Drama Club and a high
class School Concert were popular
features of the early ‘sixties with
such successful productions as
“Oedipus Rex”, HMS Pinafore”,
“Our Town”, “Pygmalion”, and “She
Stoops to Conquer”. A unique event
was a celebration of Shakespeare’s
four-hundredth birthday with extracts
from some of his best-known plays
acted by pupils of all years.

Debating and public speaking
attracted many talented young
orators. There were intra-school
debates (conducted on house or class
basis), an impromptu speaking
competition, a Gavel Club (for
debates and lectures), and regular
participation in various state-wide
competitions. At school assemblies
and ceremonies, the Captains and
other pupils were called upon to
address the audience or to move a
vote of thanks.

One of Mr. Lenehan’s first
innovations when the school moved
to Lysaght Street was to begin each
day with a brief Moming Service in
the gymnasium. The Council of
Churches organised a roster in which
one of the local clergymen took the
service for a week, usually providing
a short devotional message and a
prayer. A senior music class played
the hymns, and Mr Lenehan himself

conducted the service if the minister
or priest was unable to attend.

Normal Scripture periods were
still held on Tuesdays, staffed by
clergy or lay volunteers from local
churches. The I.S.C.F. enjoyed a
renewal of interest in spiritual values
after the recent Sydney Crusade of
American evangelist Billy Graham,
so that attendance at its weekly
meeting reached 200 in 1959 - one
quarter of the total school enrolment.

The very efficient Cadet Corps
exhibited its drill skills at such
formal occasions as Anzac Day,
Commonwealth Day, the Official
Opening, and the visit by the Gover-
nor-General Lord Casey in 1962. It
also successfully participated in
bivouacs, rifle shooting competitions
and annual camps, although the 1969
Gleam complains that interest and
membership were suffering a serious
decline.

On the afternoon of 23rd
August, 1962, the school assembled
on the front lawns for a simple but
moving ceremony as the new front
gates bearing the school badge were
officially opened as memorials to the
late Frank Buckley and Reg Rowley.
Both men had been popular person-
alities at the school: Mr Rowley as
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District Guidance Officer and Mr
Buckley as Mathematics Master and
then Deputy Headmaster for a total
of 15 years until his promotion to
Dapto in 1960.

The path leading from the gates
to the front doorway was already
graced by four memorial lights
installed in 1958 in memory of Miss
Dorothy Drake who had been School
Counsellor from 1951 to 1957.

Parental interest and involve-
ment made a significant contribution
to the progress and welfare of the
school. Parents were informed of
school events through the monthly
“High Notes”, while the P & C with
its Ladies Auxiliary, Grounds
Committee, Welfare Committee,
Social Committee and Public Com-
mittee made untiring efforts on our
behalf. Welcome sums of money
were regularly donated for various
projects and equipment purchases, to
which could be added significant
donations of such material items as
bricks, concrete, land fill and plants
from sympathetic local companies.
By 1960 the Gleam could report on
“School grounds looking so attractive
with ornamental brick fence, well
kept lawns and white seats that
passing tourists sometimes picnic at
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THE END OF
SELECTIVITY

The decision to end selectivity
in Wollongong High was no doubt
the most significant event in the
history of the school, breaking as it
did the tradition, ethos and patterns
of over six decades.

The values of selectivity had
long been argued. In its favour was
the contention that talented pupils
would do better amidst the competi-
tion and stimulation of their intellec-
tual peers, not held back by less
capable pupils with their educational
and behavioural problems. Against
this some doubted that selected
pupils actually did better in isola-
tion, claiming that an elitist system
spoiled the educational opportunities
of the non-chosen while producing a
range of undesirable social, personal
and educational side effects on the
chosen and the rejected alike.

A strong anti-selectivity lobby
existed in the local leadership of the
Teachers Federation, in tune with the
political mood of the times and with
the current policies of the state’s
Labor government. Eventually the
government announced that the
selectivity would end (except in
some areas where community
opposition was strong). Smith’s Hill
Girls and Keira Boys would become
co-educational so that the three
central city schools would become
equal comprehensive co-educational
high schools.

Costly additions would be
required in each of the three to
accommodate the change, but it was
decided to push ahead before the
building work was started. The last
selective intake was the group who
started in 1978 and finished in 1983.
Wollongong High coped fairly well
with the addition of some portable
classrooms, while the other schools

I ————— T

boarded their boys or girls back at
the single-sex school for several
years.

Zoning arrangements allo-
cated to us the pupils from the
primary schools of West
Wollongong, Mount Keira,
Keiraville and Gwynneville, with
occasional boundary adjustments.
Despite the new egalitarianism the
school’s name was still firmly
associated in the minds of the general
public with the status, prestige and
traditions of its decades of selectiv-
ity. In fact, as shown by such objec-
tive measures as the School Certifi-
cate Moderator examinations, the
first generations of non-selective
pupils continued to achieve well
above state averages and statistical
predictions as though some “halo
effect” was still operating in student
attitudes and teacher expectations,

In an ironic conclusion to this
story, selective schools came back in
favour with a change in government
but the new Liberal government
chose Smith’s Hill High (back at our
original site) for the re-introduction
of selectivity in the Illawarra. Keira
High gained new status as a Technol-
ogy High, with Wollongong eventu-
ally being nominated as a school
where there would be increased
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emphasis on the Creative and
Performing arts and links with the
appropriate university faculties.

The abolition of zoning by the
same government gave pupils the
opportunity to apply to enter the high
school of their choice, so by the
‘nineties Wollongong began to enrol
capable pupils from distant suburbs
who had been attracted by the
school’s reputation and what it had to
offer.

THE 1980'S

With the first comprehensive
intake in 1979, the curriculum
structure of the school slowly began
to change. More classes would be
taking the practical subjects of
Industrial Arts and Home Science
with fewer studying languages. The
gradual introduction of new subjects
over the following years and changes
in the popularity of some subjects
also contributed to the evolution of
new curriculum patterns and subject
choices for both senior and junior
years.

The school-produced Gleams
of this era record the year’s activities
in bright and imaginative fashion. A
sense of fun was evident with
humorous sketches and photographs,
clever visual collages, and such wiity
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leadership roles in various sub-
committees . He also strengthened
procedures within the school for the
oversight of student welfare and
problems, finally establishing the
Welfare Committee.

In these days the school
ceased using the cane as a punish-
ment for boys. The staff voted to
introduce a discipline “levels system”
whereby pupil offenders could be
demoted from the normal level 5 to
level 4 and so on. Each level carried
its own sanctions including the
techniques of contacting parents,
withdrawal of privileges, isolation in
a special room and finally suspen-
sion. It seemed to provide some
restraint on bad behaviour, and by
1991 the staff was investigating the
addition of a positive upwards level
system to give reinforcement and
rewards to worthy pupils.

Steps were now taken to end
the harmful tradition of a muck-up
day with its vandalism, flour fights
and egg throwing. The Year 12
students were urged into more
positive and pleasant celebrations
such as a last morning breakfast with
their teachers, a student-staff golf
day, or planting trees.

Academic honours came to
the school in 1985 when 3 HSC
students came within the top 1% of
the state: Graham Denney, Teoman
Eker, Calvin Lai; while Simon
Tchaikovsky topped the state with
100% in Polish. In 1989 another fine
student, Gillian Hynd, earned the
accolade of one of the coveted
Premier’s Awards for Excellence.

Our worst episode of weekend
vandalism was a traumatic experi-
ence in Febuary 1986. Most of the
windows in a lower corridor were
smashed in a Sunday morning attack
followed around noon by the out-
break of a fire upstairs in the Music

Run - Tal - Mark

staffroom. Prompt action by the Fire
Brigade confined the total destruction
to one room and its immediate
surrounds, but a remarkable amount
of expensive damage was done
throughout the whole wing by heat,
smoke and water. Teachers suffered
the loss of their personal teaching
material and other personal posses-
sions, as well as their pupil records
and much musical equipment. The
immediate crisis was tackled by the
devoted efforts of the cleaning staff
and pupil helpers, with rebuilding
and repairing soon underway.

After that the year improved.
A spectacular production of “The
Wizard of Oz" included Mr Paul
Quinn of the English Staff as the
Cowardly Lion, the usual number of
talented seniors and lots of
enthusiatic Year 7 Munchkins.
Popular entertainer Rolf Harris later
visited the school to prepare the cast
to present a segment in the NSW
Schools spectacular at the Entertain-
ment Centre and to rehearse his
special duet with Julic-Anne Henry
who had starred as Dorothy.

In August a new Honour
Board was unveiled by Regional
Director John Maguire to carry on

Wollongong High 75th Magazine

the traditional listing of each year’s
Captains and Dux from the now-full
original board in the entrance foyer.

The climax of the year’s
activities was the celebration of our
70th Birthday. A large crowd,
particularly those who had been
students at our old Smith’s Hill site,
accepted our invitation Lo return to
school 1o enjoy a great day of
displays, entertainment, reminiscence
and birthday cake. Mrs Phyllis
Hancock (who had hurried to be the
first pupil at the door on the first day
in 1917) and other speakers enter-
tained the assembly with their stories
of past years, before visitors toured
the various faculties to see a modern
school in action. A happy spirit
prevailed throughout the day, and we
were amused by our visitors’ surprise
at secing BOYS cooking in the Home
Science classes and GIRLS in the
Metalwork rooms!
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trees on the eastern boundary the
Doug Quiggin Grove. By the time of
our 75th celebrations many of the
quicker-growing seedlings were
sturdy saplings, giving hope that by
our centenary the school would be
separated from the freeway by a
healthy and attractive strip of forest.

INTO THE 1990'S

The ‘nineties began with the
appointment of Mr Kevin Riolo as
Principal. This was a period of
massive structural change throughout
the whole educational system as the
government made many (often
controversial) decisions to restructure
the curriculum, teachers’ employ-
ment conditions and career paths, and
various aspects of school practice
and organisation.

It was the Principal’s policy to
enhance the image of the school in
the eyes of its pupils to build up their
collective self-image as part of a
worthy institution. There was stress
on past achievements and tradition.
Proper uniform had to be worn.
Assemblies publicised and praised
current achievements in academic,
sporting and cultural events. A new
system of prestigious Principal’s
Merit Awards regularly honoured a
variety of outstanding achievements
in small special gatherings to which
parents were invited. There was
strong emphasis on the need to
continue high academic standards in
addition to the new directions of the
time.

A most significant event was
the selecting of this school to special-
ise in various forms of the perform-
ing and creative arts. Some spectacu-
lar initial dance presentations
produced by Mrs L. Fuller of the
Physical Education staff culminated
in an exciting performance in the
finals of the Rock Eisteddfod at the
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Class of ’41 with teachers Buck Randall and Renee Erdos ( Centre )

Sydney Entertainment Centre. Plans
were soon underway to convert two
existing rooms into “dance and
drama spaces” to accommodate the
new curriculum emphasis.

Hats re-appeared as an option
with the school uniform as a response
to current concerns about the dangers
of sunlight. The smart cream panama
hats soon began appearing on the
girls, but few boys were immediately
interested in buying the cap selected
by the Student Council,

In 1991 the school prepared to
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of its
official opening. Plans were made to
erect a commemorative gazebo in the
north-eastern comer of the grounds
as an attractive and useful garden
feature to remind future generations
of the event.

In September, 80 people
showed they had not forgotten their
old school after 50 years. The
Leaving Certificate class of 1941
gathered in the hall for a reunion
luncheon, some displays and enter-
tainment from the present pupils, and
much talk and laughter over old
memorics.

A maintenance team arrived
to repaint the exterior of the
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buildings. To our surprise the white
woodwork disappeared, for the
painters were applying the newly-
trendy federation colours which must
have been fashionable when the
original school was opened back in
1916.

As their departing gift to the
school, the 1991 Year 12 pupils
presented the two attractive represen-
tations of the school badge that adorn
the main doors in the foyer. The
school was now ready to celebrate its
75th year, and ready to face the
challenges of the future with pride in
the achievements of the past.

And how its next generations
of staff and pupils carried on its

traditions and brought fresh honour
to the school will doubtless be told in
a centenary booklet in the year 2016.
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The school entered a new
phase in the Eighties when it changed
from a selective to a comprehensive
high school and it was in this period
that the most radical changes in
uniform occurred . The black serge
tunic, which had been worn by junior
girls for some fifty years, and the
“newer” green summer tunic, were
replaced by an all seasons’ Black
Waich tartan skirt.

By the end of the decade there
was further modification when girls
were given the option of wearing the
less inhibiting divided skirt or
culotte.

In its seventy fifth year The
High has proudly survived an era
when the need for school uniform
was challenged to see its renaissance
in the Nineties. The Principal and the
Students’ Representative Council
have successfully promoted the
reintroduction of the school blazer
along with a straw hat for girls and
black shoes for everyone, all of
which identify and unify the school
body.

In 1992 we will see the
ity in o Ableck g for bots Uniform ¢.1920 ( Top Left ); c. 1950 ( Bottom Left ); 1991 ( Above )
boys and girls, and jumpers will bear
the school badge, so the tradition of
*“Hail to the Black and Green” lives
on.

Look no further for all your 'back
to school' uniform requirements.

"From shorts to shirts to skirts -
we've got it all!"'

Corner Burelli and Church Street
Wollongong Phone: 27 3336

Wollongong High 75th Magazine 31







GOVERNMENT

POLITICIANS
STEPHEN MARTIN (Member for
Macarthur)

Stephen Martin was born in
Wollongong and attended W.H.S.
from 1961 to 1965.

On leaving school he studied
Arts at the Australian National
University to become a high school
teacher in 1970 -1973.

He taught Economics and
Geography. In 1974 he became a
lecturer at the University of
Wollongong in the same ficlds. He
also achieved a Master of Arts from
Alberta in 1974.

He joined the Department of
Environment and Planning as a town
planner in 1977 graduating with a
Masters of Town Planning in 1982
from Sydney University.

He was an alderman on the
Wollongong City Council from 1983
to 1985.

He remained in town planning
until he was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1984. He was
relected in 1987 and 1990.He has
served and is serving on several
Parliamentary committees, Finance
& Public Administration, Legal &
Constitutional Affairs, Expenditure,
Public Accounts and Telecommuni-
cations Interception.

STUART JOHN WEST
(Member for Cunningham)

Stuart West attended
Wollongong High in the 1940’s.
Later he was a waterside worker.

In his time in the House of
Representatives he has been a
Minister for Aboriginal Af-
fairs(1980), Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs (1983-1984), Housing and
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Construction(1984-1987), and
Administrative Services since 1987.

He was also Spokesman on the
environment and conservation from
1980 to 1983.

LAWRENCE BORTHWICK
KELLY

Lawrence Kelly attended
Wollongong High from 1940 to
1944. He became an accountant.

He served as Member of the
Legislative Assembly for Corrimal
from1968.

He always had interest in
cycling and surfing being an official
of the Surf Lifesaving Association.
He also played first grade Rugby
League.

He was the Speaker in the
House from 1976 to 1990.

Stephen Martin M.P.
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met and married George Johnston
who was then a war correspondant.
From 1954 to 1964 they lived on a
Greek Island bringing up their family
and both writing books.

Returning to Australia
Charmian became a well known
journalist with the Sydney Morning
and the Melbourne Herald. She died
in 1969.

Her books include Mermaid
Singing, Peel Me A Lotus, Images in
Aspic, Honour’s Mimic, Walk in the
Paradise Garden and with George
Johnston High Valley, The Big
Chariot, The Sponge Divers.

POTTER
ALAN PEASCOD

Since leaving W.H.S. in 1962,
Alan Peascod has emerged as one of
the finest ceramics artists in the
world. He is recognised as a leader in
ceramic research, as an artist and a
teacher. He has been awarded seven
research fellowships including a
Prime Ministerial Grant (1974),
Internationes Fellowship (West
German Govt. 1976) and a Common-
wealth Scholarship to study in India
in 1978.

He returned to Wollongong in
1986 after heading the ceramics
department of the Glasgow School of
Art. He has worked on behalf of the
Microwave Applications Research
Centre of the University of
Wollongong. He is represented in all
state and regional galleries through-
out Australia as well as Britain, USA,
Japan, Spain and China.

He feels he owes much of his
success to the attitudes formed during
his years at W.H.S. In a recent
interview he stated: “My career
formation was reactive rather than
proactive.”

“Art was regarded as a canker
amongst the rarefied classical

environment of language, science
and maths subjects. Apart from the
school’s failure to recognise the
complimentary nature of art with
scientific and cultural development it
was preferred to perceive any art
activity as quintessentially anarchis-
tic in temperament and therefore too
subversive for what was a very
repressive regime at the time.”
“Teachers and students alike
were polarised into conformist or
non-conformist viewpoints. For me
there were some inspirationally
subversive individuals - teachers who
passionately believed in the need to
encourage creative thinking within
educational development. Against
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great odds (and I later learned, at
some considerable professional risk

to themselves) individuals such as
Nada Brissenden (music), Max
Laycock (English), J. Huxley
(Economics) and Frank Buckley
(Deputy Principal) were seen as
champions of the right to a personal
viewpoint and helped those of us
who were brave enough to believe in
ourselves.”

“Ironically”, the artist states,
“it was the nature of the polarised
environment which equipped me well
in later years for the rigours of the
analytic process essential to an
artistic career.”
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PROFESSOR, ORGANIST,
CONDUCTOR
PETER JOHN DENNISON

Peter Dennison attended
Wollongong High School from 1955-
1959. He studied Music at Sydney
and Oxford Universities. He was the
Mackinnon Organ Scholar from
1964-1967. While working for his
Doctorate he was appointed as a
lecturer at Glasgow University and
conducted the Glasgow University
Orchestra. From there he moved to
the Cambridge Philarmonic Orches-
tra and Choir.

In 1975 he was appointed as
Professor of Music to Melbourne
University. During this time he
published several research studies
particularly on Wagner.

He was also Director of Music
at Trinity College, maintained a
career as a performer until the early
1980’s conducting the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra and giving
organ recitals.

He became involved in arts
management and served on a number
of commitees including the Austral-
ian Opera, Victorian Ministry for the
Arts and Musicological Society of
Australia.

He died in August 1989,

VIOLINIST
RICHARD TOGNETTI

Richard went to the NSW
Conservatorium of Music after
completing his School Certificate at
Wollongong High School in 1982.

He now directs the Australian
Chamber Orchestra. He has also
performed as a solo violinist with the
Melboumne Symphony Orchestra.

VIOLINIST
LORRAINE SMITH (now
MOXEY)
In 1979 Lorraine completed her
HSC at Wollongong High School.
She went to complete her
Bachelor of Music at the NSW
Conservatorium of Music. Lorraine
also taught there from 1983 - 1987.
She was a vilonist with the
Australian Chamber Orchestra for
eight years.
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house. This seemed to revive interest
for a few years, but with the intro-
duction of the vertical roll system,
the four houses were reincarnated
with the names of native Australian
animals: Red House ( Potoroos);
Yellow House (Cockatoos); Green
House (Goannas); and Blue House

( Bandicoots). The reintroduction of
the house system led to flurry of
enthusiasm for a few years but, sadly,
recent carnivals have not attracted a
large number of entrants.

While the subjects studied at
Wollongong High have generally
persisted over the years, there have
been notable comings and goings.
For a few years, English and Social
Studies for Years 7 and 8 classes
merged to become Integrated Stud-
ies; Latin was lost to the school with
the retirement of Bill Freame, and so
too was Indonesian with the resigna-
tion of Steve Money. We have had
Motor Mechanics and Plastics in the
years when Year 8 classes had
Interest Electives. Those years when
we had time available for such
subjects are past, as the curriculum
seems to be filled up with the
essential subjects these days, particu-
larly with the introduction of Com-
puters, and the newer subjects of
Drama and Dance, in keeping with
the emphasis of Wollongong High on
the Creative and Performing Arts.

In the senior years we have
seen the introduction of subjects
unheard of twenty years ago: Legal
Studies, Business Studies, Society
and Culture and the various Joint
school -T.A.F.E. courses. Some of
our Year 11 and 12 students visit the
T.A.F.E. on one afternoon a week for
lessons in courses like Childcare and
Travel Agency Practice.

As could be expected in more
than twenty years, teachers have

come and gone, but the staff tumover
has been remarkably low. In some
years only one or two teacher
changes have taken place. The
outcome is that teachers have tended
to stay at Wollongong High for long
periods. For example 24 teachers
have been at the school in excess of
10 years (3 for 20 or more years),
while 16 have been at the school
between 5 and 9 years. Only 14
teachers have been at the school for
less than 5 years. This has led to
great stability and the preservation of
tradition. Wollongong High has been
very conservative, undergoing only
slow evolutionary changes over the
years. The school has accepted ideas
that have proved successful such as:
vertical rolls and peer support, Drop
Everything And Read (D.EAR.), the
behaviour levels system and the
Students Representative Council,
which has absorbed the Prefects
system.

The march of time has seen
the end of many features that past
students may remember: the garden
seats which were scattered around
the playground, the wooden lockers
that lined the corridors in Block A,
the Cadet Corps, the athletics track
on the playing fields, segregation of
boys and girls on different sides of
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the Assembly Hall, assemblies using
the dias in the eastern playground
competing with the traffic noise from
the highway, and so on.

There are also many objects
that add to the tradition of
Wollongong High and give it
solidarity and permanence, such as,
the Jubilee Fountain and Pergola
which have stood for 25 years, the
Memorial Table in the foyer, the
Buckley-Rowley memorial gates at
the entrance to the school, the
Dorothy Drake memorial lights and
the rose garden along the entrance
path. They also include attitudes like
the expectation of students’ good
behaviour, orderly classrooms and
good results in public examinations.

Sadly, over the years death
has taken from us some members of
our school community. Brian
Downes is well remembered by his
fellow teachers and by students who
knew him. Sue Stephen, Glen Pieper,
Geoffrey Pratt and Christian Delzeit
are students who lost their lives while
they were students of this school.
They, like the thousands of students
who have completed their school
lives here and moved on into the
adult world, form part of the memo-
ries that are the essence of
Wollongong High School.
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Past Prefects’ Induction ( Top Left )
Captain Marjory Clarence (Brown),
1941, Madura Wijewardena

and Carolyn Findlay, 1991 ( Top
Right )
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REUNION AND RENEWAL

]

Past and Present Staff of

In July a number of past and present staff, spanning the last forty years enjoyed an after-

noon renewing aquaintances and reminiscing.
Those gathered are representative of the talent and dedication of the school’s teachers who
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Vollongong High School

over the last 75 years have been instrumental in the maintenance of a fine record of achievement.
The long list of men and women who have given one, two, even three decades of service is
testimony to the loyalty and commitment Wollongong High has inspired.
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BUNSENS, BEAKERS AND BURNING

E x-students may recall

something of their Science lessons of
years ago. Students still arrive wide-
eyed from primary school anxious to
use Bunsen Burners and to mix
colourful chemicals. Students still
ask the same question: “Are we
going to do an experiment today?”

Currently Wollongong High
has six laboratories. Two were built
as part of the original school. Four
more were added later, when it was
decided that experimentation was to
be an integral part of all science
courses.

Today, all junior students
study a course that has elements of
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geol-
ogy and Astronomy. The course is
much more relevant than courses of
yesteryear. Students are taught things
that assist them to understand the
world around them. They are made
aware of current “big” issues, such as
the greenhouse effect, the ozone
layer, conservation of fauna and
flora, the dangers of atomic radiation
and nuclear devices. Today students
are encouraged to ask questions and
discuss any issue that has a science
context.

Syllabuses have changed. My
memory extends back to the end of
the Intermediate and Leaving
Certificate days. These were fol-
lowed by the Wyndham Scheme for
juniors with its integrated science
theme, and the 1/2F/25/3 level
courses for seniors. These have been
supplanted by the current courses.

Some experiments are no
longer done. Remnants of old

ISSUES

BY BOB HOWELL

equipment gather dust in the store-
room and teachers no longer know
what they were used for. The old
beam balances are obsolete, and have
been replaced by the easy to use
centigram balances. Other equip-
ment, such as the microscopes and
are still being used. Unfortunately,
they are so expensive now, that it is
unlikely that they will ever be
replaced. A number of chemicals that
were once used in schools are no
longer supplied as they are consid-
ered to be dangerous.

The Science Department has
acquired a number of new items,
such as a computer, a small laser, and
anew TV and video. However, many
of our best experiments are still done
with the basic apparatus that every-
one is familiar with, including
Bunsens, beakers, test-tubes, tripods
and retort stands.

Schools are assessment
orientated now, rather than having
the traditional major examinations.
The latest assessment system empha-
sises how to process information,
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practical skills, and how to solve
problems. Leamning of factual
knowledge still has its place, but is
considered not the only area of
leaming. In the junior school, we
have cumulative assessment, where
marks are gathered regularly on a
variety of tasks throughout the year.
The senior school has an assessment
system, as well as the dreaded H.S.C.
We have purchased new
textbooks for both junior and senior
students to meet the needs of newer
courses. Some of the very old books
have been spirited away in the quiet
corners of the storeroom. These
books still have the names of the
students who used them inside the
front cover, including Findlayson
'52, L.James 54, J.Harrod ’55,
S.Ziviani 57, L.King '60, B.Eddy
'61, B.MacLeod ’64, and G.Holland
'65. But the following names also
appear:- M. Mouse, R. Harris, A.
Hitler, K. Kong,. . . . These are
apparently former students from the
days when the school was a selective

high school. Were you one of these?
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Students would have memo-
rised and recited a multiplicity of
English traditional poems such as ...

No stir in the air, no stir in
the sea,

The ship was as still as she
could be;

R. Southey.

Oh young Lochinvar has
come out of the west

Through all the wide border
his steed was the best,

Sir Walter Scott.

It was the schooner

Hesperus That sailed the
wintry sea;

And the skipper had taken
his little daughter,

To bear him company.

Longfellow

The Assyrian came down like
a wolf on the fold

Lord Byron

The wind was a torrent of
darkness among the gusty trees,

The moon was a ghostly
galleon tossed upon cloudy seas.

A. Noyes

Students work may have
concentrated on different forms of
grammar...

Did you ever correct these
sentences, giving reasons for altera-
tions?

a) Each of the soldiers had
their gun.

b) Father gave Jack the
smallest of the two apples.

¢) She couldn’t scarcely
stand.

Was your life made intoler-
able by an attack upon the classics in
the form of a “Written Comprehen-
sion” such as:

Read and study the following
passage and answer carefully the
questions.

THE LITTLE SWEEP

I like to meet a sweep- not a
grown sweeper, but one of those
tender novices, blooming through
their first nigritude, the maternal
washings not quite effaced from
the cheek, such as come forth with
the dawn, with their little profes-
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sional notes sounding like the peep
peep of a young sparrow; or liker
to the lark in their aerial ascents.
Q1. In what tense is the
passage written? And soon ....

Oh..oh..! Don't we still see
some of these? Of course we do, and
we see the classics, poetry, drama,
novels and a range of modern
writings. English continues to
change. It has become a skills based
subject rather than an information
based subject. In the 90’s every pupil
is familiar with computers and word
processors and can ‘print out’. Pupils
are more at ease than some of their
teachers or parents with cameras,
sound and lighting equipment. Pupils
can and may ‘speak out’ and ‘act
out’.

We try to share the richness of
world literature, to encourage wriling
and creative thought and to teach
people to be thoughtfully, analyti-
cally, precise in expressing their
opinions.

I wonder ... should we all go
back to Bacon and Hazliut?

Year 8 read own stories to Mt.
Ousley Primary Pupils ( 1988 ).
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Calculus by emphasising technique
but hardly any students had a proper
understanding of the Calculus and
fewer were able to apply it in realis-
tic problems.

For a long time, mathematics
education suffered from the program
of New Maths, first introduced into
American schools in the early 60’s.
NSW schools copied the ideas and it
was a disaster. With the aim of
putting “proper foundations” o
mathematics, teachers taught Number
Properties and Set Theory and
everyone thought how advanced it all
was. Many students completed 4 to 6
years of high school and could not
solve elementary mathematical
problems.

Fortunately, there were enough
teachers with common sense in
schools to “hold onto the baby when
the bath water was thrown out”. This
was particularly true in Wollongong
High where teachers were inclined to
accept change reluctantly. At

Wollongong through the wasted
years it was more a case of business
as usual than “seeing the light”,
Changes in teaching style have
been significant in the past 30 years.
In this time, the percentage of
students completing high school has
increased from 10% to 90%. Differ-
ent levels in mathematics courses
have been introduced to cater to the
needs of all abilities. For the 1991
HSC there are five categories of
courses, ranging from Four Unit
Maths (12 periods per week) to
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Mathematics in Practice (6 periods
per week).

During the past ten years,
teachers have been emphasising the
problem-solving nature of mathemat-
ics. The most recent change is that
teachers are now looking more
carefully at the ways in which
students learn maths and are modify-
ing their teaching methods
accordingly. The latest catch-cry is
“Mathematics for all”, including
those students who will never learn
their tables. There is a realisation
that everyone can do meaningful
maths provided there has been
sufficient consideration of the
appropriate content and presentation.

Over the 75 years of its
existence, Wollongong High can be
proud of its mathematical record. It
has a well deserved reputation for
excellence in this subject, one which
has been earned by a success in
external examinations and various
mathematical competitions. Whilst
keeping up with new developments,
the school is still maintaining its high
academic standards. As well, new
courses, such as Computer Aware-
ness, are meeting the needs of
students who will make their living
in the 21st century.
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multiculturalism and aboriginal
emphases. More emphasis had to be
placed on Australia’s culture and
heritage. Computers were being used
by pupils for historical simulations,
for research using data-base pro-
grams, and for word processing of

their reports or historical newspapers.

Television programs were cabled to
the classroom from the 5 VCR’s in
the library’s resource centre.

By 1988 the Senior Modem
Course had become truly modern
with most pupils studying only the
twentieth century topics, including
the special Modern World Studies,
The Arab-Israeli Problem or The
Indo China Crisis which required
students to keep right up to date.
Greece and Rome remained the basis
of Senior Ancient History, but more
options such as Egypt and the Near
East were included. In addition to the
basic text book story, pupils were
now required to read the works of
some ancient authors or to make a
detailed study of some of the archeo-
logical evidence to justify the facts
stated in their examination answers.

New subjects appeared with
the expanding senior curriculum, and
some became the History faculty’s
responsibility.

General Studies dealt with a

Researching historic sites in Central Sydney

range of current issues and problems
in Australia and the world.

Society and Culture intro-
duced some of the pupils to some of
the enquiry methods of social
research and to such key issues in
today’s society as the experiences of
migrants, the role of religion, the
nature of our legal and political
systems, the significance of sport,
and the problems of sub-cultures.

A major feature ( and 30% of
the H.S.C. mark )was the Personal
Interest Project in which each pupil
had 1o discover and research a
particular social issue. The Project
had to involve significant field
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research, personal interviews,
statistical and other evidence, and
was presented in the proper format.
The P.LP. gave students an opportu-
nity to display their interest, dili-
gence, and skills, and excellent
projects explored areas such as the
environment, the changing nature of
the workplace, the role of women in
the workplace, and immigration. One
such P.I.P., prepared in 1989 by
Michael Hopp investigating the
political relevance of environmental
issues, so impressed the politicians
he interviewed that it has been placed
in the library of the Tasmanian
Parliament.

Medieval Day provides some “real”
Sun.
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less popular, continued to be studied
by all years. German, encouraged no
doubt by a large German migrant
community in the area, gained in
popularity at the expense of French.
The school was officially encouraged
to introduce new languages. Indone-
sian was brought in, first as a two
year course in the senior years only,
and later on as a five year course.
Thanks to a succession of capable
and enthustiastic young teachers, it
flourished. For a few years,
Wollongong High School was the
only public school in New South
Wales to teach Russian. Ancient
History was introduced and in the
absence of a history deparment came
into the domain of languages. At one
stage there were seven full time
language teachers on the staff taking
almost two hundred lesson periods a
week- a very large department.

The reforms of 1962, as well
as profoundly affecting the position
of languages in a selective High
School, introduced revolutionary
changes in syllabuses. The emphasis
moved from the writien to the spoken
word, from the intricacies of syntax

to expressions common in everyday
speech; examination questions
tended to be taken from contempo-
rary magazines rather than 19th
century novels. In time the depart-
ment acquired the resources that the
new approach demanded: integrated
courses with text-books and pre-
recorded tapes, a tape recorder for
each teacher and even a full sized
language laboratory.

Unfortunately, during the
seventies’ changing fashions,
liberalised matriculation require-
ments and stringent regulations
against the formation of small classes
led to a decline in the popularity of
language subjects. Russian disap-
peared. Indonesian, although the
teachers remained young, capable
and enthusiastic,lost numbers. Latin
gradually fell away and the reorgani-
zation involved in changing from a
selective to a comphrehensive
school, eventually forced its aban-
donment.

The cighties saw the resur-
gence of interest in language study
and commencement of “Z” courses
in the senior school. These courses

are designed to foster survival skills
in traveller abroad situations. Video
courses in French and German were
introduced, changing the emphasis
from writing to listening and speak-
ing skills. However, the increase in
elective choices for students in the
junior school saw a disappointing
decline in classes, with the disappear-
ance of Indonesian altogether.
Classroom shortages led to the
dismantling of the language labora-
tory and reduced class numbers led to
the loss of teachers.

With the start of the nineties,
the language staff look to the future
with optimism. It has been recog-
nized that language study must play a
prominent role in the curriculum. By
1996 all students in the junior school
will study at least one language. In
the interim, new and innovative
courses more in tune with the needs
of Australian students are being
introduced. No longer do students
leamn to say “The pen of my aunt is in
the drawer of my uncle” but rather
learn communication skills that are
relevant to everyday needs and
experiences in a foreign country.
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THE SAME SONG - SIMPLY A CHANGE

D uring the past 75 years

Music has continued to be an integral
part of Wollongong High School’s
profile - both academically and
publicly.

In past years, the whole
school sang the school song led by
the school choir and also at special
academic events “Gaudeamus Igitur”
was also sung. Classical music was
also played as ethnic music. These
days, classical music is sometimes
used, but rock and jazz styles are also
included.

The curriculum has also
changed considerably over the years.
Originally, music lessons consisted
of combined singing lessons - by the
whole school or whole forms. This
was replaced with a more structured
course, which was compulsory until
the Intermediate. This course com-
prised singing lessons, music appre-
ciation and theory. Once the
Wyndham Scheme was introduced,
Music became a Board Course
acceptable for the School Certificate.
However practical exams were still
the province of the AMEB.The
content of these courses was still
classically orientated with singing,
theory and music appreciation being
the main components.

During the 70’s a new course
was introduced into the senior
curriculum which embraced current
trends in musical taste. This course,
eventually called 2 Unit A, now
known as 2 Unit Course 1, was
designed specifically for senior
students who hadn’t any formal
training in music before, yet were
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OF KEY

BY MARY CARTER

really interested. Rock Music, Jazz
and Music of Other Cultures were
now considered “real” and students
could now choose their three areas of
study. The theoretical requirements
of 2U1 were not as demanding as the
2/3 U courses and the number of
students choosing music now
increased dramatically.

Today at Wollongong, Music
as an elective, has classes from 9 to
12, with compulsory Music in Years
7 & 8. We have more instrumental
programs these days - all students are
encouraged to perform on a variety
of instruments. All Year 7 students
learn to play the basic rock and jazz
patterns on the drums, simple guitar
chords, simple to advanced tunes on
recorders plus introduction to
keyboards and computer composi-
tion. Of course students with previ-
ous experience have an advantage

but many others have started learning

in Year 7 and gone on to follow
music careers, Singing is still part of
the performance requirements.

All music courses consist of
the four components: Musicology
(study of particular topics, e.g rock
music; the symphony; the blues etc);
aural (listening to music and recog-
nising the musical elements); compo-
sition (composing and arranging
music) and performance (either solo
or in an ensemble). Music and
computers are also included, keeping
up with technological changes.

The extra.curricula activities
run by the Music Department (and
freinds) provide performance exten-
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sions for elective students but also
enable non-elective students musical
opportunities. In past years WHS was
known for its excellent choir and
orchestra. These days we have a very
good concert band, Year 11 vocal
ensemble and Year 7 choir , rock
bands, guitar groups and tutor classes
in some instruments (flute, guitar,
saxaphone and clarinet). We also
have a very good record of
particiption in the state and regional
music festivals. This year, 2 items
have been accepted for the Opera
House - a Year 12 instrumental trio
and the Year 11 vocal ensemble.
Lets hope the next 75 years
will see music continue to flourish.







School Bands : now and twenty
Yyears ago

Year 11 Vocal Ensemble
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few, are Messrs J. Chappel, P. Lyal,
B. Pearce, D. Johnson, T. Holt, R.
Statham-Smith, and D. Henderson,
who was the school’s first LA.
Master in 1980. Mr Pearce was
extremely active in the late 70’s/
early 80’s, working on a number of
new LA. interests and projects,
including Driver Training for year 11
students, and construction of a large
Technics shed as an annexe to the
LA. Block.

Industrial Arts in the 40’s and
50’s was directed closely by the
Education Department, with all
pupils practicing the same skills on
the same exercises throughout the
State, and as such was highly
regimented. In the 60’s and 70’s, a
great deal of freedom was given to
the teacher in a very wide range of
activities, from fibre glassing, to
motor mechanics to electronics.

Since the early 80’s, a new
syllabus for Industrial Arts for the
School Certificate subjects brought a
new and very directed emphasis on
design techniques, where each
student has much more involvement
with each project to be undertaken,
hence developing creativity, innova-
tion, and independence.

Technical Drawing, which for

years had the same traditional
approaches, has now, with the release
of a new syllabus, changed quite
dramatically. The emphasis is now
on presentation-type drawing and
rendering, computer graphics, and in
the drawing of more meaningful
objects.

Industrial Arts aims to teach an
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awareness and understanding of
technology for students who live in a
society that is becoming more and
more complex and dependent on
industry and technology. I.A. is not
meant to be vocational but to broaden
an individual’s education.

Recent moves to combine
some of our subject matter with that
of Home Economics in the new non-
sexist Design and Technology course
for junior pupils will lead to many
changes, but we expect that the I. A.
subjects will continue to enthuse
future pupils with their popularity,
practicality and relevance to modern
living,
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FOUNDATIONS FOR ALL - THE
SUPPORT TEAM

THE SUPPORT TEACHER - LEARNING DIFFICULTIES

0 nce the Support Teacher -

Learning Difficulties was called the
Resource Teacher, and prior to that,
the Remedial Teacher. With the
changes of name had come changes
in focus and emphasis, but the central
role of the Support Teacher has
remained the same: 10 assist students
who, for whatever reason, experience
difficulties in the basic areas of
leaming.

The Support Teacher (L.D.)
carries out this role in a number of
ways:

*by identifying and assessing
students with learning difficulties;

I t was not until 1986 that an

English as a Second Language
teacher was appointed to
Wollongong High School. This
position was for three days a week.
In 1987 this position became full
time. Increasing enrolments of
students from non-English speaking
backgrounds meant that an additional
E.S.L. teacher was appointed in 1990
for 2 days a week.

E.S.L. teachers are needed in
the school to assist those students
whose first language is one other
than English. This assistance is given
across all faculty areas. Support can
occur in these ways: in mainstream
classrooms, by involving students in
small group work; by withdrawing
students (newly arrived from over-
seas or from the Intensive Language
Centre) with specific language
problems for semi-intensive assist-
ance.
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*by working with staff and
parents to plan appropriate programs
for students with learning difficulties;

*by working with regular
class teachers, normally in a team
teaching role within classrooms, on
the implementation of programs for
students with learning difficulties.

The first appointment of a
Support Teacher (L.D.) to
Wollongong High was in 1984. Since
then the number of Support staff
within the school has grown consid-
erably and there has been increasing
co-operation and liaison within this
group regarding the development and

THE E.S.L. STAFF

Because of the large enrol-
ment of students from European
backgrounds a multicultural project
was developed for Year 7 students in
Social Studies. This project requires
students to study one of a number of
European countries, through which
they will gain an appreciation of that
country’s culture and traditions. The
project is very worthwhile for those
students with ties to European
countries but is also a leaming
experience for all students. Those
students with European ties are given
the opportunity to share and show
such things as their national cos-
tumes, dancing, music, arts, craft and
food.

During 1990 and part of 1991
we were fortunate to have two
Japanese exchange students at the
school. These students became
involved in various E.S.L. programs,
teaching aspects of Japanese culture
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implementation of programs. This
has been particularly productive in
the Language Program for Year 7
developed by the Support Teacher
(L.D.) and the E.S.L. teachers
working as a team. Not only has this
program addressed the particular
needs of both E.S.L. students and
students with learning difficulties
without isolating them from the
normal school social structure, it has
laid a firm foundation in language -
especially reading and writing - for
the majority of students early in their
secondary school career.

through activities such as the teach-
ing of origami. This was a very
popular activity with the students
involved.

It is anticipated that the
increasing enrolments of E.S.L.
students will continue, particularly
those newly arrived from overseas or
from the Intensive Language Centre
at Warrawong. This means that
E.S.L. will continue to be an impor-
tant part of school organization.

Students at Wollongong High
come from a minimum of thirty five
diffirent national and ethnic back-
grounds.







NOW LET’S JUST HAVE
A LITTLE CHAT

The first Counsellor was

appointed to Wollongong Boys High
School in 1940. However this
appointment was probably not filled
until 1941 by Reg Rowley who was
responsible for testing all sixth class
students in the South Coast Region
for high school entry. In 1949 Reg
was promoted to District Guidance
Officer and Jill Cook was appointed
to Wollongong High.

Reg Rowley made an impres-
sion as is shown by his memorial
plague at the school’s entrance. In
1960, Owen Montgomery was
appointed D.G.O. at Wollongong

M any people ask, “What is the

role of the Careers Adviser in our
Schools?” I believe the role of the
Careers Adviser is to develop and
implement school-based career
education programs which assist all

strengths, weaknesses, interests and
values in relation to career planning.
Students will be able to acquire a
knowledge of work, non-work and
further education and training. They
should be better able to make
appropriate career decisions based
upon a knowledge of themselves and
the range of options open to them
and acquire the skills and knowledge
necessary to implement their deci-
sions.
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students to gain an awareness of their

CLARRIE TAYLOR

High School and along with Pat
Thompson and Neville Trotter were
responsible for all pupils in the
Illawarra Region. The service has
grown rapidly since the 1970’s with
one counsellor for each high school
and its feeder Primary Schools. At
present, three counsellors are housed
at Wollongong High School: Clarrie
Taylor, (the D.G.0O.), Ed Wilkins,
(Wollongong High School and feeder
primaries), and Dave Henderson,
(hearing impaired children).

The Counsellor is specifically
responsible for the provision of
individual psychological and educa-

MAKING IT WORK

BY COLIN McCARTNEY

In performing our role, Careers
Advisers are required to carry out
many functions. These functions may
include:

Careers Teaching : designing
programs that promote the vocational
development of students.
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tional assessment and counselling in

relation to such matters as:

* The placement of individual
children with special needs,

* Special transfers from one
school to another,

* Problems students are facing
with there studies or other aspects of
their lives, and

* The suspension of students
from school.

In order to perform these
roles, counsellors are now registered
psychologists in N.S.W.

Interviewing Students: individual
and small group discussions with

school leavers, self referred students,

and students referred by teachers or
parents.
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the Sydney Cricket Ground, as a
curtain raiser to the All Blacks and
N.S.W. Match. Wollongong led 5-0
at half-time. However, the greater
experience of the Sydney boys told in
the end, with them emerging victors
20-5.

During 1929 the Illawarra
Branch of the Public Schools’
Amateur Athletic Association was
formed. It was limited to Primary
Schools organization until 1937.
School carnivals were regarded more
as picnics than as meetings requiring
great physical skill and the aim was
to provide events for everyone.
Events included the crow hop, egg
and spoon race, stepping 100 yards,
kicking a football, hitting a
hockeyball and the peanut scramble.
Inter-class competition provided the
major source of excitement.

Hockey Team 1916 ( top left )

Kuth Hardwicke, C.H.S Hockey
Representative 1937 - 1938

Do You Remember:-

*A young girl, Bertha Lee,
jumped 4 feet 9.5 inches - equalling
the World’s High Jump record for
under 16 girls. The year was 1923.

*CIliff Sproule representing
Australia in the Davis Cup in 1929,

As the numbers of senior
students increased games were
organized against Christian Brothers
College and Junior Tech Schools,
with Wollongong High providing
three and four teams in every compe-
tition. The cricket teams entered the
Saturday afternoon competitions and
won the championship in 1930.

Rugby Union was very
strongly represented until 1933,
when by majority vote the School
made the change to Rugby League.
In Soccer we were invincible for

Ring

71 7813
71 1869

Take

BETTA
MAID

now for details

some years defeating a combined
Metropolitan Schools’ team.

Do You Remember:-

* Frank Morey - Star Athlete
and 100 yards champion in 1938,

* Ruth Hardwicke - C.H.S
Hockey representative - 1937/38 and
fine allround sportswoman.

In 1934 the House System
was introduced to replace the class
system. Many strong house sporting
competitions were to follow over the
next thirty years. The four houses,
Bass, Flinders, Kembla and Keira did
battle each week. Girls’ sports were
Vigoro, Hockey, Tennis, Basketball
and Swimming. Two Carnivals were
held each year for Swimming and
Athletics. Training was almost an
unknown quantity for these competi-

Fundraisers

Note!

We can help you raise thousands of
dollars for your Club, Charity,
School etc. with a....

LAMINGTON or LARGE
FAMILY PIE DRIVE

We'll supply you with the goods and you
can make between...

70% - 90% PROFIT!

‘-CQ i)
.
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some outstanding successes in
Swimming and Athletics. Generally,
the girls of late have outshone the
boys with excellent results in Zone
Competitions in Volleyball, Basket-
ball, Swimming and Hockey.

Gillian Hynd eclipsed the records of
Grace Williams and other outstand-
ing athletes. Gillian was a champion
athlete in many sports; representing
in Athletics, Cross Country, Swim-
ming, Netball and Basketball. Her
undoubted skill was maiched by her
leadership and her outstanding
academic record.

Daniel Emerton’s achieve-
ment in winning the State Open
1,500 metres and backing up to win
the Open 3,000metres Steeplechase
at the age of 16 years in 1990 is a
remarkable feat.

At present we have some fine
cricketers in our school and during
1990-91 they won the Regional
Davidson Shield final. We look
forward to even greater cricketing
rewards in the near future.

It is funny how trends change.
We now have leisure sports such as
Aerobics, Cardiofunk Dance, Ten Pin
Bowling, Water Polo and Indoor
Soccer to name just a few. It would
seem that the variety of sports to-day
and the influence of television make
it harder to achieve the fine team
spirit we have enjoyed over past
decades.
complex places now with changing

Schools are much more
emphases every few years. Perhaps

in the near future we will head back
in time o have sporting gala days, or
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maybe we will see more sport played
out of school time. I'm sure which-
ever way we turmn we will still have
champions emerge from our school
in whatever sport they choose. At
Wollongong High School the aims of
sport will always remain of para-
mount importance - enjoyment,
achievement and social interaction.
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Thespian pursuits reached a
pinnacle in the 1980’s, when Heather
Pulsford in collaboration with music
teachers Tony Holz, Bruce Rowlatt,
and Andrea Montague, produced a
series of outstanding and memorable
musicals.

“Fiddler on the Roof” with
Bill Feld and Faith Snedden in the
leading roles was followed in 1983
by “The Sentimental Bloke”, The
show was acclaimed by audiences
and local critic Vince Rees who
wrote, “1 dips my lid..."The Bloke’ is
a beaut show and audiences owe a
debt 1o Wollongong High in bringing
this musical out of mothballs...the
show works beautifully... David
Claydon’s Bill, the Sentimental
Bloke, is one of the best student
performances I have ever seen.”

Heather Pulsford again
worked her spell in 1986, to conjure
up a spectacular, “The Wizard Of
Oz". Supported by a huge cast, Julie
Anne Henry was “a sensitive, warm,
charming Dorothy.” Scarecrow was
played by Troy Keen, with Andrew
Piper as Tinman and teacher Paul
Quinn as Cowardly Lion. To quote
Vince Rees again “it was all there -
the magic of colour, sound and
movement - a kaleidoscope.”

Julie Anne Henry was chosen
as only one of four soloists to sing
with Rolf Harris in the year’s
Schools Variety Show at the Enter-
tainment Centre, launching Julie
Anne on her singing career. Troy
Keen, too, is an established rock
musician in the region.

In browsing through the
orchestra lists of these superb shows
one is impressed by the assembled
talent - fine young musicians such as
David Piper, Angela Stender, Susie
Chaplin, Tanya Robinson, Tara
Fermor who are now distinguishing
themselves in the profession.
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Elective Drama, too, has had a
marvellous inaugural year. Both Year
9 and Year 11 groups made their
debuts at the Regional Drama
Festival held at Theatre South. Year
9, under the direction of Nadia
Haverkamp won much praise for
their presentation of “The Best Man
for the Job.” Directed by Janet
Cunningham, Year 11 students
performed “Home:Away from
Home". Belinda Larosa and Nella
Magnante were highly commended
and this production has been selected
to represent the South Coast Region
at the State Drama Festival. Drama
students will finish the year with a
pantomime “Peter Pan Goes to
Fairyland” performed for the infants
pupils from local primary schools.

Music further enhanced the
school’s reputation when the Vocal
Group, comprising of Nella
Magnante, Diana Josevski, Anka
Stjepanovic, Monica Baumeister and
Natalie Venables was invited along
with their Music Coach, Mary Carter,
to perform at the Sydney Opera
House. They sang “Love Is” - a piece
composed by Nella.

In August, a Performing Arts
Night titled “Wilder Things” pro-
vided a fitting showcase for all of the
school’s creative talent. The evening
of entertainment was a huge success
and the audience enjoyed a varied
and lively program of Dance, Drama
and Music. Notable was a polished
performance by pianist, Jane Pirie.

Add 1o all these events
performances during Education
Week at Glennifer Brae and The
Mall, dance workshops, art and
music camps, community mural
painting, artists in residence, numer-
ous theatre excursions and the
launching of a school newspaper
“Showcase” - 1991 has been a
memorable year of immersion in the

- "
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Creative/Performing Arts.

The benefits of this focus are
many. It gives us opportunities for
students to develop skills in creating
performing and presenting their own
works, builds self confidence,
awareness and discipline and gives
avenues for students to express
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themselves and develop talents that
would otherwise go unnoticed.

There can be little doubt that
Creative/Performing Arts will
continue to develop a sense of pride
and achievement amongst the pupils
of Wollongong High in the years
ahead.
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Regional Dance Troupe

"Wild Things" Rock Eisteddfod
1991
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PEARL, Fay (SHARPE)
1959-1963

Graduated from NIDA.
PEASCOD, Alan

1958-1962

Professional Potter and teacher.
PEPPER, Jeanette (BOND)
1959-1963

Infants teacher, Theatre director.
PINAZZA, Paul

1961-1965

Mechanical engineer, IA teacher
Wollongong High.

POLLOCK, Jann (ROBINSON)
1965-1970

High school teacher (part-time).
POOLER,Betty (MACDONALD)
1937-1941

Lecturer Phys.Ed. ,community
involvement O.A.M.

PYE, Malcolm

1965-1970

Public servant, accountant,
RANSOM, Ivan

-1958

Presbyterian minister.

REES, Brad

1975-1980

Athlete.Printer at University of New
South Wales.

REES, Lexie

1971-1976

Tutor in dental therapy.

REES, Petra

1973-1978

Deputy Chief Sub-editor Australian
Newspaper.

REID, Margaret

1937-1941

WAAAF, Hotel administration.
Retired.

RING, FJ.

1934-1939

Retired principal of Bomaderry
High.

ROBINSON, Jim

1937-1941

Lysaghts. Retired.
ROBINSON, Phillip
1950-1954

Head teacher Science, Berkeley.
ROLLS, Dr. Jan

-1963

Medical practitioner.
RUSSELL,Paul

1959-1962

State Bank, previously Attorney
General's Deptartment.

SCARDONI, Lena (GOWING)
1937-1941

Teacher. Organized dyeing &
weaving workshops. Deceased.
SCARLETT, Bill

-1958

Professional musician.

SEARL, Bob

1938-1940

Geologist. Retired.

SKILLEN, Tony

-1958

Darwin college of catering.
SMITH, Lorraine MOXEY)
-1979

Violinist Australian Chamber
Orchestra. Home duties.
STEVENSON, Barry

1947-1951

High school teacher, Deputy
principal Camden. Retired.
STUTCHBURY, Graham
1945-1949

Veterinary surgeon in Queensland.
TEAL, Winton

1937-1941

RAAF(Radar), teacher, travel officer
P&O. Retired.

TEASDALE, G.R. (Bob)
1953-1957

Senior lecturer in Education at
Flinders University S.A.
THACKER, Yvonne (GAMINO)
-1963

Projects officer Launceston CYSS.
THOMPSON, David

-1963

Soil conservation service
investigations officer.
THOMPSON, Jennifer

-1963

Courier driver for Mayne Nickless,
Aecrobics instructor.

TINDAL, Dr. Don

1949-1953

Colo-rectal surgeon.

WEA

BOOKSHOP

(Edacational Suppliers)
J Specialises in Seconda
Schools Text Book Orderrs’
* Quality Service to
Teachers

* Individual Orders
# Competitive Discount
DELIVERY FREIGHT FREE

J\/’V
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TOGNETTI, Richard

-1982

Violinist with Australian Chamber
Orchestra.

TOWNSEND, Don

1944-1945

Superintendant no.1 Rolling mill
BHP. Retired.

TURNER, Marjorie (CLIFFORD)
1937-1941

Nursing. Retired.

URWIN, Greg

-1963

Australian High Commissioner, Fiji.
VOLLHEIM,Peggy
(MATTHEWS)

1937-1941

Teacher. Retired.

WADEY, Una

1934-1936

Bank clerk. Retired.

WALKER, Robert

-1958

Barrister.

WEBB, Syd

-1958

Engineer B.H.P.

WEST, Stuart

1946-1948

Member of House of

Representatives.

WESTON, Bert

1915-1918

Civil engineer now retired.

WHEWAY, R.T. (Bob)
1953-1957

Associate Prof. Mechanical

Enngineering Uni. of Wollongong.

WILLIAMS, Grace (DOUGLAS)
-1941

Activities co-ordinator homes for
aged, Mildura. Retired.
WILSON, Noel

1962-1968

Operational officer at SBS.

97 CORRIMAL ST
WOLLONGONG
2500

Contacts are:
Linda Henderson
Manager
(042) 261622
Judy Ducan
Sales Representative
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